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PREFACE. 



In the following pages a two-fold endeavor has 
been made^ arising from the hope that they may 
be looked into by two classes of persons. The 
exact precision of legal statement has been at- 
tempted, that the lawyer may find them of use: 
intelligibility to the general reader has also been 
attempted, that Secretaries, and Managers^ or 
Committee-men of the Societies to which they 
refer may understand them. The gain of techm- 
cality is brevity: but it is not always best to use 
this advantage largely. 

If therefore the professional man should, in some 
instances, be inclined to think I might, for his 
purposes, have stated the legal point more barely 
and briefly, and spared comment, I trust the 
consideration mentioned will excuse me in his 
judgment, and justify me in that of the majority 
of my readers. 

The fact, that but a very small minority of the 
Societies that promote a taste for science, litera- 
ture and art among the masses of the people 
(under various names, as Literary Institutions, 
Mechanics' Institutes, &c.) enjoy the exemption 
created by the statute 6 & 7 Vict. c. 36, shows, 
perhaps, a sufficient occasion for my attempt to 
arrange the legal bearings of the subject as well 
as for the comments I have made on them. 

The last section — on the policy of the statute — 
and the consideration there of the exemptions 
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from rateability require, however, a remark. 
Direct, in preference to indirect taxation, ap- 
pears to be rapidly winning the public opinion: 
and nearly all political questions practically in- 
volve taxation. The most urgent and important 
questions of the present day, especially, do so. 
The Poor — Police — Highways — Sanitory mea- 
sures — Public Museums — Education — the Church 
— a Standing Army or Militia? — Organization of 
Labor — the settlement of any one of these for 
which the State can wisely make provision, 
whether through the medium of centrabzation or 
local government, requires, under almost every 
phase, the consideration of rateability. It would, 
of course, be too foreign to the main purpose of 
these pages, to consider what should be the basis 
of the burden: but the wide bearing of the sub- 
ject of rateability is my apology (if one be neces- 
sary) for reference to it. The suggestion made is 
merely an endeavour to establish on the present 
basis — ^that the liability arises in respect of real 
property, according to its value — a simpler and 
clearer principle of application. 

This section, therefore^ as also the preceding 
one — ^Practical Directions to Societies — can be of 
but little use to the lawyer, as such. Perhaps he 
will accept, as a counterpoise, a very full index; 
for I know that a good index is a necessary ele- 
ment to any degree of usefulness to him. 



G. T. 



King's Bench Walk, Temple, 
Uay^ 1851. 
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rBOM TBX 



PABISH AND OTHER LOCAL BATES : 

WITH PRACTICAL DIRECTIONS AND COMMENTS. 



§ L Introductory. 

It is by no means with any wish to make captious 
objections to legislation or judicial decision, that I 
attempt the present essay, or that I commence by 
saying that the statute on which comment is to be made, 
is either intentionally a most unjust provision, or is in 
danger of proving so by being a failure in legislation. 
The strong probability is, I think, in favour of the 
latter alternative, and that the intention of the Legis- 
lature was to afford a privilege to large numbers of 
societies, which are, however, in great danger of not 
obtaining it ; and it is not yet by any means clear that 
the danger will be avoided. 

It is not my intention to comment upon the difficulty 
which must exist in framing legislative enactments 
when there is so much keen intellect and interested 
consideration instantly to be applied to their con- 
struction. This must be apparent to every one who 
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2 THE STATUTE. 

has thought of the subject. I would remark, however, 
before passing to the statute before me, that perhaps 
our Legislature will one day be convinced that it would 
be no want of true economy, if a sufficient inducement 
was offered, to withdraw some of the ablest men from 
a part of their professional contests to form a legal 
council or conmiittee for framing all legislative measures. 
It is not that I desire the legislative and judicial 
functions more closely united. It is that there might 
be a staff of those ablest in the construction of the law, 
prepared to put the legislative will into the form best 
adapted for the application to it of this construction, 
and thus give the legislative will the most favourable 
opportunity to effect the end intended. Perhaps there 
is good reason also for the appointment of a Minister 
of Justice (who might be the head of such council) and 
who would be the responsible authority in the House 
of Commons or Lords, for all matters and inquiries as 
to the procedure of the courts of justice. 

§ 2. The Statute. 

But the matter now to be considered is the legal 
meaning of the statute 6 & 7 Vict. c. 36, An Act to 
exempt from County, Borough, Parochial, and other 
local Rates, Land and Buildings occupied by Scientific 
or Literary Societies, and I shall assume that my reader 
has read at least the first section of it in the Appendix 
(seejfost) or is already acquainted with it. My attention 
will necessarily be mainly directed to this first section, 
as this contains the substantive or leading enactment, 
the remainder of the statute being merely subsidiary 
and dependant. This section defines certain societies, 
and enacts " that no person or persons shall be assessed 
or rated, or liable to be assessed or rated, or liable to 
pay to any county, borough, parochial, or other local 
rates or cesses an respect of any land, houses, or 
buildings, or parts of houses or buildings, belonging to 
any such society. " 

It need hardly be said that by the general law the 



THE STATUTE. 3 

occupiers of buildings and land almost uniyersallj are 
subject to the burden of the rates just mentioned. 
There are, however, certain exceptions to which I shall 
not now further refer than to recall them to the reader's 
memory. They are in respect of property which is in 
the possession either of the Crown or its officers, as 
such ; of the public in general, or of institutions 
purely for the purposes of public charity ; and of 
premises which are unoccupied in the common sense of 
the word. These are exceptions to this general 
liability. The two latter directly, and, indeed, probably 
the others, presumedly, depend on the absence of a 
beneficial occupation by any person. The practical 
exception of parish churches, which was always con- 
ceded, seems to rest on the same basis, but now by 
statutory enactment (3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 30), churches, 
district churches, chapels, meeting-houses and premises 
exclusively appropriated to public religious worship 
are exempted from poor and church rates. 

To these exceptions the statute 6 & 7 Vict. c. 36, 
has added another — ^that of the buildings occupied by 
certain societies : the main feature of which is, that 
they are established exclusively for purposes of science, 
literature, or the fine arts. The proximate purpose of 
this statute was no doubt expressed generally by the 
title ; to exempt " Scientific or Literary Societies " in 
the widest meaning of the phrase, and, therefore, I pre- 
sume, including those societies established almost all over 
the country ordinarily called Institutes or Mechanics' 
Institutes. The ultimate object of such a provision was, 
no doubt, to promote and patronize the spread of 
science, literature, and art, using the terms in their 
most common sense as applied to such societies, by 
offering them the premium of exemption from those 
local taxes to which they would otherwise be subject. 
There seems some ground for the mode of patronage 
where it is remembered that such societies necessarily 
require for their operations large rooms or buildings. 

My purpose, however, is to discover what is the 
meaning of that language which the Legislature has 

B 2 



4 THE DECIDED CASES. 

used, not what I and, probablj, most of mj readers 
\^ould be inclined to suppose thej meant to say. And 
to correctly ascertain the exemption created by this 
statute, we should analyze this first section of it. This 
method shows us that the property to be exempt must 
have five requisites. First, it must belong to a society 
instituted for purposes of science, literature, or the 
fine arts exclusively, either as tenant or as owner ; 
secondly, it must be occupied by the society for the 
transaction of its business, and, for carrying into effect 
its purposes ; thirdly, the society must be supported 
wholly or in part by annual voluntary contributions ; 
fourthly, the society must not, and, by its laws, may 
not, make any dividend, gift, division, or bonus in 
money unto or between any of its members : and 
fifthly, the society must obtain the certificate men- 
tioned in the 2nd section of the statute. 

Before considering these five requisites it will be 
more convenient to state, seriatim, the points of the 
cases which have been decided on this statute, as they 
will best illustrate the bearing of the subject and the 
construction to be put on the statute, and to enable us 
better to consider in detail these requisites which, 
together, create the exemption. 

§ -3. The Decu)ed Cases. 

The first case in the order of time (April, 1846), 
decided on this statute, was Eeg. v. Jones (8 Q. B. 
719),(a) as to the premises of " The Religious Tract 
Society." The rateability was confirmed on the ground 
that the society to be exempt must have an express 
law prohibiting " any dividend, gift, division, or bonus 
in money unto or between any of it^ members," and 
this society had no such law, though it was stated in the 
special case from the sessions that no dividend, &c., 
had ever been made between the members. Lord 



(a) All the places in which this and the other cases on the statute are 
reported will he found in the Index to Cases. 
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Denman, C. J., said, as to this point, " I cannot read 
the requisition of the statute otherwise than as import- 
ing that a society, to enjoj the privilege of the act, 
must adopt some express rule preventing the making of 
any dividend, &c. ; and I do not think it enough that 
its laws should contain nothing to countenance such 
sharing of profits :'' and the other judges concurred. 

The general operations of the society were thus stated 
in the special case: — ''It publishes and circulates 
religious books and treatises in foreign countries as 
well as throughout the British dominions. Some of 
these books and treatises are exclusivelj and directly 
religious, and make known the great essential truths of 
religion as set forth in the doctrinal articles of the 
Church of England ; and the remainder, comprising 
treatises on subjects of science, as light, heat, elec- 
tricity, zoology, &c., are written so as to render scien- 
tific information subservient to the difi'usion of religious 
principle and feeling." It was strongly urged in 
argument that the society came within the meaning of 
the phrase, '' instituted for purposes of literature," for 
that it wholly operated by means of literature, and that 
the statute could not mean " having literature for its 
ultimate object," as mere literature never could be an 
ultimate object, but is always a means used towards 
some other end : and though the society's operations 
were limited to religious literature, still its operations 
were confined to literature. The court, however, 
expressed a strong opinion that the society was, " in 
ordinary language, a ' religious ' society,, one for ' re- 
ligious ' purposes," and that religious societies were 
not included in the exemption. 

The next case (June, 1846) was Reg. v. Pocock 
(8 Q. B. 729) as to the premises of " The British 
and Foreign School Society." By the laws this 
society was to be "An institution for promoting 
the education of the labouring and manufacturing 
classes of society of every religious persuasion," and 
it maintained a training or normal school, '' to support 
and train up young persons of both sexes, for supply- 
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ing teachers to the inhabitants of all such places in the 
British dominions at home and abroad, as shall be 
desirous of establishing schools on the British system;" 
and also two other schools, one for boys and one for 
girls, as model schools, for the purpose of elucidating 
the art of teaching, and to afford a sufficient opportunity 
for the pupil teachers to instruct and put in practice 
the science of teaching. The society also printed, 
and granted gratuitously, and sold books, stationery 
and school materials adapted to their system of in- 
struction. 

Each of the judges expressed their opinion that such 
a society was more deserving of the exemption than 
many which appeared to be included, but thought that 
this was an institution for the purpose of teaching how 
to educate, and not within the exemption given by the 
statute. 

In this case there was a point also as to the appeal 
being in time, and it was held that the four months 
within which, by section 6 of the statute, the appeal 
against the barrister's certificate by a third person 
must be made, might be reckoned from the assessment 
made after giving notice of the claim to the exemption 
to the collector of rates, although a previous assessment 
had been made between the time of obtaining the 
barrister's certificate and giving notice to the collector. 

In the case of Reg, v. Phillips and another (8 Q. B. 
745), (February, 1848), the point on which the judg- 
ment of the court was expressly given was, that the 
barrister's certificate that a society is entitled to the 
benefit of the statute is not conclusive proof that the 
society is so entitled. The premises in this case be- 
longed to a society called " The Birmingham News 
Room," and consisted of a news room supplied with 
the London and provincial newspapers, and commer- 
cial and other periodicals, and a library. There was 
no rule expressly prohibiting a dividend, &c., among 
the members, though none had ever been made, as the 
receipts were always exhausted by the expenses. The 
court expressed a very strong opinion during the argu- 
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ment that this society was not within the exemption, 
and the learned counsel for the society did not 
argue the point, but solely relied on the effect of the 
barrister's certificate. 

The next case was Purvis r. Trail (3 Ex. 344), 
(January, 1849), as to the Greenwich Institution 
belonging to " The Greenwich Sbciety for the Acqui- 
sition and Diffusion of Useful Knowledge," and the 
Court of Exchequer there decided that though a society 
be originally instituted for purposes of science, litera- 
ture, or the fine arts exclusively, the premises are not 
exempt unless they are occupied solely for those pur- 
poses. This society, it appeared, had a lecture hall 
capable of holding nearly 1000 persons, and several 
other rooms which they were in the habit of letting 
for public meetings and various purposes unconnected 
with the society, such as meetings of building societies, 
exhibitions, sales by auction, &c., but the amounts 
received by such lettings, which amounted to one- 
fourth of the whole income of the society, were applied 
to the purposes of the society, in conmion with their 
other funds. Without argument against the society, 
the court decided that the premises were not exempt. 

In February, 1849, in the case of The Church' 
wardens of Birmingham v. Shaw (10 Q. B. 868), 
" The Birmingham New Library" was held to be 
exempt. In this case it was also decided (and this 
point would have been sufficient for the decision of 
the case) that a. person exempt under the . statute 
must, if assessed, contest the liability by appeal, and 
if he does not, cannot bring an action for a levy made 
to enforce the rate. On the question of the exemption, 
however, the court gave a full judgment. 

The society had used the buildings for some years 
for the purpose of taking in books and periodicals, 
which were read by the subscribers, and the buildings 
were used for the keeping of the books and the con- 
ducting the business of the institution. By the 1st 
rule of the society, "Every person when admitted 
a member shall pay the sum of two guineas. He shall 
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likewise pay the additional sum of twenty shillings in 
adyance towards the expenses of the current year.'' 
By the 2nd rule, if the annual suhscription should be 
in arrear for three months, the member was to be 
" deprived of all the privileges of a subscriber till the 
subscription be paid." The 3rd rule was, "Every 
subscriber shall have the power of transferring his^ 
property in the library by any of the methods by 
which personal property is usuidly transferred, to any 
person who shall submit to the laws of the society." 
After the passing of the statute, a rule had been 
added in compliance therewith, " That no dividend, 
&c., shall be made unto or between any of the members 
of this institution." 

The purposes of the society were admitted to be 
exclusively literary, but on these rules it was con- 
tended, first, that the subscriptions were not " annual 
voluntary contributions," within the meaning of the 
statute; and, secondly, that the 3rd rule was a con- 
travention of the rule required by the statute against 
any dividend, &c. ; and also that at any rate the stock 
of the society might be divided on a dissolution of 
the society, by resolution at an annual general 
meeting. 

As to the first objection the court, after saying that 
it was "perhaps not easy to determine what the 
Legislature intended by the word ^ voluntary ' in this 
combination," said, — " If the contributor was free to 
commence his contribution, and incurs no legal obli- 
gation to continue it when he has once commenced, 
and upon ceasing to contribute will lose no more than • 
the privileges of membership, in respect of which he 
became a contributor, it seems to us that he must be 
considered a voluntary contributor, unless we add 
something to the idea of voluntariness, which in ordi- 
nary language it does not import. And this is what, 
in fact, is done by those who contend that it must be 
also gratuitous, and bring no return of any kind to 
the contributor; against the addition of which par- 
ticular qualification there is the further reason that 
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the Statute itself, in the clause next to be considered 
(agamst a division or bonus in money), provides for 
this expressly, and so seems to exclude the notion of 
its being previously implied." 

As to the 3rd rule, the court said, " This is clearly 
no contravention of the rule before referred to (against 
a dividend, &c.), even if it be assumed that by accu- 
mulation th6 common stock of the society increases in 
value, and that the present members be considej:«d in 
some sort a proprietary body, and the respective 
diares of the members of that body to be increasing 
in value, and to sell at a premium; still the profit 
which any one might make by a transfer is no divi- 
dend, gift, division, or bonus, which the society makes 
among its members, or to any one of them; the com- 
mon stock remains, after the transfer, exactly as it was 
before; only there has been the substitution of a new 
member for an old one. But, so far as the affidavits 
disclose, there is no limit to the number of members : 
any person, upon payment of the fee and subscription, 
may become a member; and so the whole assumption 
of a premium on transfer practically falls to the 
ground." "It was, however, insisted further," the 
court continues, "that the society might dissolve 
itself by resolutions at an annual general meeting, 
and so a division might be made." And, after reply- 
ing to this on the ground that the rules did not 
provide for such a dissolution, but that, on the con- 
trary, by the rules, the functions of the general 
meeting were the regulation of the society — thus 
implying its continued existence, the judgment pro- 
ceeds : " But another and more satisfactory, because 
more general, answer to the objection is this, — ^that 
the statute must have a reasonable meaning given to 
its words : when it says that the laws shall prohibit a 
division by the society among its members, it must be 
taken to speak of laws which are to operate on the 
society as a continuing body. No law of the society 
can prevent its dissolution, and a consequent division 
of the common stock ; for any law made for the pur- 

B 3 



10 THE DEOn>£D GA8E8. 

pose might of course be repealed by the authoritj 
which made it : this sort of division, therefore, the 
Legislature did not intend to prevent, because it could 
not ; and it has made its meaning clear by placing the 
word 'division* with dividend, gift,' and * bonus in 
money,' and by limiting the prohibition to the acts 
of the society as such, whereas the division now 
argued on would take place after the society had 
ceased to exist." 

The above are all the cases which had been decided 
in Westminster Hall on this statute until the cases 
in the Appendix as to the Boyal Manchester Insti- 
tution (see post), and the Manchester Concert Hall (see 
post), which are fully reported in the Appendix. 

In the former case, Beg, v. The Overseers of 
Manchester, the decision applies to some important 
points, for there it was held that the society being 
instituted prima facie for the purposes of science, 
literature, and the fine arts exclusively, it was 
entitled to exemption, notwithstanding several pecu* 
liarities. The institution held exhibitions of paint- 
ings, to which strangers were admitted on payment 
of a small fee, but the court said that the money thus 
received might " be considered as the voluntary con- 
tribution of visitors, who for the time are admitted to 
the privilege of members." The institution deducted 
five per cent, upon the price of pictures sold at the 
exhibition, if they came from a distance, but this per 
centage did not cover the whole expenditure of the 
institution for the carriage of pictures for the exhibi- 
tion. The court said that the arrangement was 
" evidently made with a view to the encouragement 
of the fine arts." By the deed of settlement, and 
also by the rules of the institution, it was declared 
that on dissolution the property of the institution 
should be sold, and the proceeds, after payment of 
debts, divided among certain of the governors. The 
court quoted a sentence from the judgment in the 
case of the The Churchwardens of Birmingham v. 
Shawy apparently with approval, and added, ''if 
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any such scheme of accumulation as is suggested 
could be proved to have been made, then the society 
would not be established exclusively for the purposes 
of science, literature, and the fine arts." 

In Reg. v. Brandt and others^ as to the Manchester 
Concert Hall, the society consisted of 600 subscribers 
or members, paying an annual subscription of five 
guineas each, and certain qtmsi subscribers, paying 
annually two guineas and a half each. The building 
was used by the society for giving dress and undress 
concerts, and musical entertainments to the subscribers, 
and parties admitted by tickets issued to subscribers; 
and by the rules it was provided that "The pur- 
pose of this institution is and shall be exclusively the 
promotion of the science or art of music within the 
town of Manchester, by the giving of concerts or 
other musical performances." 

The court said, though they did not doubt that music 
is one of the fine arts, it appeared " that the prin- 
cipal object the members had in view was their own 
amusement, and not the advancement of that art by 
which that amusement was contributed, and therefore 
held the concert hall liable to the rates. 

In this case the use of the concert hall had on one 
occasion (in December, 1848), been gratuitously 
allowed for a concert, for the benefit of an infirmary, 
to which concert the public had been admitted by 
tickets, and upwards of 1,000/. profit was obtained for 
the benefit of the infirmary. Tlie court said as to this, 
that had the society been otherwise entitled to the 
exemption, they "should not have thought it was 
disentitled by the accidental use of the room, on one 
occasion for a purpose of pure charity." 

§ 4. Beneficial Occupation. 

It may be advisable, before considering the five 
requisites contained in the statute, briefiy to refer to a 
point which has been mentioned in relation to this 
subject, namely, whether there is such a beneficial 
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occupation bj such societies as is always required to 
create rateability. Of this I think there is no real 
doubt^ but the point may perhaps be again mooted. 
Besides, the inferential argument in reply to such a 
doubti that the statute was passed to exempt societies 
which were liable to the rates (see App.), authority and 
analogy are directly against it. It is clear beyond 
question that it is not necessary, in order to constitute 
beneficial occupation, that there should be a profit on 
the whole undertaking, which is carried on by means 
of the occupation ; all that is required is that some 
actual income be received in consequence of such occu- 
pation. In Reg. y. Sterry (12 Ad. & E. 84), as to 
the rateability of a school instituted by the Society of 
Fripnds, to which the children paid about half the 
expense of their maintenance, the remainder being 
supplied by yoluntary contributions, the court say, 
speaking of this payment by the children, ^' This sum, 
it is true, is not adequate to the expense, and, in a 
popular sense, does not make the occupation of the 
premises beneficial, t. e. gainful ; but still it is a 
revenue which the building produces, and actual gain 
on a balance of profit and loss is not needful ; it is 
enough if a revenue be produced." (6) And it is so as 
to the occupation by scientific, &c. societies ; a revenue 
is actually raised by the use of the building. The 
trustees or managers who may be rated may be consi- 
dered as thus receiving a revenue, which they devote 
to the purposes of the society ; and if it could even be 
contended that they had no other interest or right in 
the building than as mere members of the society, still 
the members at large would clearly be occupiers for 
their own benefit individually, either for pleasure or 
for some pursuit connected with the objects of the 
society, and thus rateable as any ordinary occupier of 

(&) The following cases also illastrate and support this yiew: Rex ▼. 
Mundayj 1 East, 584; Rex y.Agar, 14 East, 256; Rex v. St. Giles j 
York, 3 B. & Ad. 573; Cfovemors of the Bristol Poor t. Wait, 5 A. 
& £. 1; Reg, ▼. Baptist Missionary Sodetg^ 10 Q. B. 884. 
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a bouse. I take it as clear, therefore, irrespective of 
the statute, that there is a beneficial occupation by 
such societies. 

To proceed, then, to consider in detail the five 
requisites for the exemption, and the bearing on the 
subject of the decisions which have been given. 

§ 5. The Purposes of the Society-. 

I. Institution, 

First, the property must belong to a society (either as 
tenant or owner) instituted for purposes of science, 
literature, or the fine arts exclusively. The words "as 
tenant or owner" seem quite wide enough to apply to 
all cases likely to arise as to the society's interest in 
the property, and it will be unnecessary, therefore, 
further to consider them. 

But as to the purposes of the society, by far the 
largest and most difficult question we have to consider 
in the whole subject here presents itself. The society 
must be instituted for one or more of these purposes ; 
for there can be no doubt that the courts will, if it be 
necessary (as they did in the case of Reg, v. The Over' 
seers of Manchester), give the conjunctive force of 
" and" to ** or," so far as to permit the union of any 
two or all three of the purposes named. 

The meaning of " instituted" has been the subject 
of judicial consideration, and, I should think, will pro- 
bably give rise to further remark, if not to contest. 
In the case of Purvis v. Trail, it was said by Baron 
Parke, " the term, institution, does not mean merely 
the original institution on the first establishment of a 
society, since that may be altered, as many institutions 
have been ; but the purposes to which it is applied at 
the present time." Assuming that the dicta in this 
case settles the point that a society instituted for the 
appointed purposes, may by its actual proceedings so 
far become " instituted" for other purposes as to lose 
the exemption, the question remains whether a society 
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originally instituted for other purposes, or for purposes 
in addition to those of science, literature, or the fine 
arts, can by limiting its operations to these become 
exempt. This is a question that will not very often, per- 
haps, practically arise, and when it does, I think must be 
answered by saying that original institution and actual 
proceedings must concur to form the exemption, and 
that on either failing the exemption is gone. And 
this, on the ground that the original institution is first 
to be looked to ; and then the actual operations must 
show that the purposes of institution continue — ^in 
other words, the proceedings are looked to, to see that 
the purposes expressed in the rules of the society or 
otherwise are the real purposes. If this be correct, 
we have the result that the first step— institution — 
failing, we need look no further : thus, the actual pro- 
ceedings may take a society out of the exemption, but 
cannot bring it within the word " instituted." 

But where by the original institution the society is 
exclusively for the purposes mentioned in the statute, 
but the actual proceedings are not so confined, the 
question may \)e suggested (as it was in Purvis v. TraiT)^ 
will the court assume that such an alteration has taken 
place by competent authority ? Had it not been for 
the expression of opinion in that case by so eminent 
a judge as Baron Parke, I should not have doubted 
that the courts would, if necessary, assume this. I 
should have thought that on questions as to rateability 
depending on this statute, there could be no ground 
for asking the court to consider the title, or the pro- 
priety of the acts of those governing the society ; that 
the simple questions would have been, what purposes 
does it profess ? are those purposes fulfilled ? I think, 
however, that this point cannot now be of any prac- 
tical importance, since such a departure in the actual 
proceedings of the society from the purposes for which 
it was instituted, brings it within the rule on which 
Purvis V. Trail is the direct authority, that is, that 
the premises must be occupied solely for directly 
promoting the purposes of the society. 
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The words, " for purposes of science, literature, or 
the fine arts," may be called the key-stone of the 
statute, and the construction to be put on them proves 
the greatest difficulty in its application. The phrase 
is apt to suggest to every one at the first glance the 
whole circle of knowledge and learning ; everything^ 
in short, assisting in mental cultivation. But on a 
little consideration, it is clear that such is not the 
necessary meaning of it ; and, it has been thought is a 
wider sense than was here intended. The difficulty, 
however, of construing the phrase is very conside- 
rable, as every one will quickly feel if asked for the 
precise meaning of the individual words, that is, for a 
definition of science, — ^literature, — the fine arts. These 
are words so generally, and often differently applied, 
as to make precision in their meaning very rarely 
attainable, and even if limits are found in this respect, 
the things themselves do practically, and in fact, so 
intermingle and depend upon one another, and upon 
other extrinsic matters, that the solving the question 
whether certain facts and proceedings come properly 
within them, must often be almost impossible. 

The general reader is apt to accuse the lawyer of 
becoming too much an etymologist when he endeavours 
to find an exact meaning for individual words ; but 
such an attempt is very commonly necessary, as a 
preliminary step in legal construction, but the lawyer 
is never satisfied with etymology alone. The etymo- 
logist considers whence and how words have been 
derived ; the lawyer, how they have been applied. 
In the present case, the. very wide meaning which the 
phrase " for purposes of science, literature, or the fine 
arts," first suggests to the mind, may be equally ob- 
tained from the individual words ; lexicographers give 
quite as general meanings for them, (c) 

(c) Dr. Johnson gives five meanings, with examples to each, for the 
word *^ science." 1. Knowledge. 2. Certainty grounded on demonstra- 
tion (as opposed to moral conviction.) 3. Art attained bj precepts or 
built on principles. 4. Any art or species of knowledge. 5. One of 
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On the other hand, a little consideration of the 
phrase used in the statute, and the relation of its 
terms, somewhat supports the view which Lord Den- 
man inclined to in Reg. y, Pococh (8 Q. B. 729, 741), 
" that thej point to a kind of society which one might 
he disposed to think had the least claim to exemption ; 
namely, a society of rich men who comhine in the 
rational ohject of enjoying science, literature or the 
fine arts ; " but I do not think this is the true view, 
and one can hardly suppose such to have been the 
extent of the purpose of the Legislature. If I might 
suggest another reading, I should say that probably 
the truth is, the 'Legislature intended to include all 
societies for promoting the cultivation of science, lite- 
rature and art in their widest sense, and as these 
terms are commonly used of such societies ; excluding 
only any associations that might be formed for car- 
rjring on the ordinary businesses or manufactures. For 
the sake of so limiting it, the term ''fine arts" seems 
to have been substituted for " art," without sufficient 
consideration, and thus a rather different complexion 
is given to the whole phrase, and the most general 
and extensive term changed into a very limited and 
peculiar one. 

It seems to me, therefore, that to carry out the 
meaning of the Legislature the widest construction 
which can be fairly put on the words used should be 
adopted ; and as the words are peculiarly of an elastic 
nature, if this were done, the statute would probably, 

the seven liberal arts, grammar, rhet«ric, logic, arithmetic, music, 
geometry, astronomy. And Dr. Webster gives the same meanings, 
except that be sabstitntes for the second this: "In philosophy a 
collection of the general principles or leading tmths relating to any 
subject." But in the " Encyclop»dia Britannica," Vol. 19, p. 691, it 
is thus explained: " Science in philosophy denotes any body of doctrines 
deduced from self-evident principles." Of the word " literature," Dr. 
Johnson's meaning is " Learning — skill in letters." By Dr. Webster it 
is thus given: ''Learning — ^acquaintance with letters or books. It 
comprehends a knowledge of the aucient languages denominated 
ckssical, history, grammar, rhetoric, logic, geography, &o., as well as 
of the sciences." 
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after all, not far fail of its purpose. The tendency to 
adopt such a construction is shown bj the decision in 
Reg^ y. Brandt^ that music is a fine art. Whichever 
view of these words, however, is adopted, the diffi- 
culty of defining the precise boundaries to be set on 
them is not removed. Whether they stretch over the 
wider or more narrow limits, they cover some subjects, 
and not all ; some must be included, some excluded. 

n. Science. 

It has been contended that the word '^science'' should 
be restricted to pure science, or knowledge founded on 
self-evident truths, as mathematics (geometry, alge- 
bra, &c.) This is, no doubt, however, too narrow a 
meaning : indeed logic and metaphysics are, especially 
the former, usually classed under pure science ; and 
the word '* science " in the statute must, I think, be ex- 
tended to all knowledge of facts or principles, whether 
built on observation and experiment, as chemistry and 
natural philosophy, or on generally acknowledged 
truths, as metaphysics. But the word " science'' must, on 
the other hand, I think, be confined to knowledge, that 
is, mental acquirement or ability, and would not include, 
therefore, any practical part of chemistry, or of the 
mixed sciences. Its meaning, therefore, I take to be, 
the knowledge of facts, and the knowledge of laws 
governing or connecting those facts. 

The making of an experiment to ascertain the exis- 
tence of a supposed fact in nature is an act, and may 
be part of an art (depending, probably, on whether it 
is performed according to known and established rules 
or not) : but it is not science in the present sense of 
the word. In this sense a lecture may be delivered on 
the science of chemistry, anatomy, or engineering : {d) 



(d) This word has, like science, the fault of having several meanings, 
and being somewhat indefinite. It wnnld be a good thing if some of 
onr Saxon scholars woold form or ezhnme a short Saxon word to mean 
bnilding or constmction in relation to strength| as the word architecture 
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that is, explaining and commenting on the chemical re- 
lations which exist between substances, the relations 
between the different parts of the human frame, or the 
strength and durability of the materials of construction. 
There is, in short, no subject for mental application 
that does not contain its science in this sense. But the 
practical application of this knowledge is an art, and 
unless, therefore, it happens to be a fine art is not 
favoured bj the statute. Thus the student of che- 
mistry in the laboratory, or eren in the lecture hall, 
when receiving instruction in conducting the process of 
chemistry, whether as applied to the commonest pur- 
poses of life or to the most abstract theories, is pursuing 
an art. So the student, in the dissecting room, is ordi- 
narily pursuing the art of surgery. And the engineer, 
when learning the mode of construction, whether bj 
excavating or building (including both branches of the 
practical distinction— civil and military engineering), 
is studying an art, though it may not involve the labour 
of his own hands. 

m. LUerciture, 

The word "literature," also, requires some consider- 
ation. " Acquaintance with letters or books " seems 
to be the most natural and complete meaning. This 
plainly includes the study of history, and of the lan- 
guages, but as to the use of literature for other purposes, 
it is clear, as has been said, that it is never an end of 
study, but only a means through which men seek some 
end, that it is to say, that acquaintance with books 
simply for the sake of the acquaintance is not the pur- 
pose of any persons, except, perhaps, a few eccentric 
book-worms and bibliographers. From the lightest 
scanner of the newest novels to the most laborious 
scientific student, all would profess an ulterior object 



now does in relation to form. The length and Greek shape of the 
latter word is, perhaps, allowable, in token of the Grecian cnltivation of 
the art 
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of amusement, or of acquiring knowledge of some par- 
ticular subject. But, it must be observed that the 
purposes of a society, or association of men, may well 
be literature, that is, the enabling its members to 
become acquainted with books, and it seems that the 
-word in the statute may fairly, and reasonably enough, 
thus have a meaning. The case of Reg. y. Jones^ as 
to the Religious Tract Society was, according to this 
construction, correctly decided on the ground stated, 
the purpose of the society being the diffusion of religious 
feelings, although it restricted itself to literature, as 
the means. That case might, however, perhaps, have 
been put on another ground, that the meaning of the 
statute is, that the society shall be instituted for the 
purpose of literature as connected with its members, 
that is, for cultivating their acquaintance with books : 
and manifestly the Religious Tract Society's purpose 
was not this. 

I think, however, this view of literature, as the pur- 
pose of a society, was not sufficiently considered in the 
case of Reg. v. PhiUipSj as to the Birmingham News 
Room. The want of a law against a bonus or division 
is a sufficient ground for the decision of the case as it 
stands, and the learned counsel did not attempt to argue 
the case on any ground, except the conclusiveness of the 
certificate which the barrister had given. But the 
court did express their opinion that " the society did 
not appear to them to be instituted for the purposes of 
science or literature exclusively." It has been since 
said, that the fact that there were two testaments kept 
in the rooms, " which were used occasionally by pro- 
fessional gentlemen, who were subscribers, in adminis- 
tering oaths to persons swearing affidavits before them," 
was a good deal relied on, and such a fact tends to show 
a purpose other than that of literature, namely, that of 
affording convenience to members for the transaction of 
their business. If this was all, and I do not find any 
thing else objectionable stated in the case, I suppose 
that such a cause of losing the benefit of the exemp- 
tion would not long continue. Putting this aside. 
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then, the purpose of the society appears to have been 
to enable the members to become acquainted with the 
newspapers, share lists, advertisements of sales, and 
periodicals of the daj, &c., *'a library of 300 yolumes^ 
comprising statistical and topographical works." Now, 
it cannot be contended, for a single moment, that 
*' literature," in the sense of acquaintance with books, is 
confined to books bound up in leather, or cloth, or of 
any size, or even to type as distinguished from manu- 
script. Clearly, the broad sheet of the political world, 
or of the market of the present day, is as much liter- 
ature in this sense as the most valuable gem of classic 
antiquity. Doubtless, the individual subscribers to the 
news room had further objects of commerce, specula- 
tion, politics^ or amusement, but the purpose of the 
society appears to me to be as exclusively literary as 
that in The Churchwardens of Birmingham v. Shaw 
(the Birmingham Library case.) 

IV. Fine Arts. 

In construing the term '< fine arts," it may be worth 
while, first, to consider ** art " alone. This is most 
commonly used and understood as a kind of correlative 
to science, — as the application of the latter to practical 
purposes, (e) Archbishop Whateley says, '^ A science 
consists of general principles that are to be known; an 
art of practical rules for something that is to be done;" 
and Flayfair says ^^ A principle in science is a rule in 
art." But though these are tersely forcible, and 
sufficient for ordinary purposes, as definitions, they are 
not quite exact ; for a science consists of the know- 
ledge of facts as well as of general principles, and an 



(e) Dr. Johnson's meanings of " art ** are, 1. The power of doing some- 
thing not taught by nature and instinct. 2. A science; as the liberal 
arts. 3. A txvde. 4. Artfnlness, skill. 5. Canning. 6. Speculation. 
Dr. Webster says, 1. (from Bacon) The disposition or mod&cation of 
things by human skill to answer the purpose intended. 2. A system 
of rules serving to fiwilitate the performance of certain actions; opposed 
to science or to speculatiTe principles. 3. Skill, dexterity, or the 
power of performing certain actions. 
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art, as well as practical rales for doing, includes the 
doing of the thing. The primary meaning of art, as 
it seems to me, is simply practice or action, and just 
as science includes knowledge of facts and of the laws 
connecting them, art appears to include action, and 
the order, arrangement, or method of action. Then, by 
a natural and almost necessary connexion, it commonly 
includes also the knowledge of this order or method. 

The precise meaning of '^ art " is, however, of but 
little importance except in assisting us more exactly 
to construe '^ science ;" for the favour of the statute 
is only extended to " fine arts." Of what this class 
consists is, unfortunately, not quite evident. The arts 
have generally been classed in two-fold divisions 
under different names, but without any very widely 
different result. To put them in order, the classifica- 
tions seem to be these — ^the polite or elegant arts and 
the useful arts, the fine arts and the mechanic arts, 
the liberal arts and the base or servile arts, though 
the last is not a commonly used term in modem days. 
The test of classification in the first division seems 
to be the purpose to which the result is applied; in 
the second, it appears to be the mode of operation; and 
in the third, a mere arbitrary social or political rule. 
If so, we have in the first those arts the results of 
which bestow the graces on life, and cultivate the 
mind as opposed to those which provide the necessary 
and ordinary requirements of life; in the second we have 
those arts in which the mind or imagination is chiefiy 
concerned, as opposed to those mainly performed by 
mere mechanical action ; and in the third we have, I 
suppose, those which bring social or political fame and 
honor mainly, as opposed to those producing mainly 
pecuniary remuneration or profit. 

I am inclined to think the meaning I have pointed 
out for " fine arts" is that which will be applied when- 
ever necessary to the words in the statute. The point 
seems not previously to have been referred to, but was 
much discussed in the cases of Reg. v. The Overseers 
of Manchester^ and Reg. v. Brandt It was contended 
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in the last of these that it is very difficult to say 
what is included in the fine arts besides painting, 
sculpture, engraving and architecture (the plastic arts 
of the Germans), and there seems some authority for 
such a view. In that case the question was, whether 
music was a fine art, and it was contended that though 
musical composition might be a fine art, the practice 
of music is not so, and it was remarked that the 
practice of music was not a liberal art among the 
Romans. Music is, however, ordinarily classed as one 
of the ancient liberal arts, but I take it that in this 
position the word commonly means (and that it did so 
among the ancients) what may be called theoretical 
music, or a science of sound, rather than the actual 
melody and harmony that constitute modem music* 
And this is supported by the continuance to the 
present day of " musical composition " as one of the 
divisions of the French " Academic des Beaux Arts." 
At any rate it is manifest that the practice of music 
approaches nearer to a mere mechanic art than either 
of the plastic arts of the Germans. 

Still the court have expressly decided in this case 
that music — ^modern music in general — is a fine art 
within the statute, and I think there is much ground 
for the decision ; thus giving to the words in the statute 
the construction I have suggested, as opposed to the 
mechanic arts. Some persons limit the fine arts to the 
plastic arts of the Germans (/,) and to constitute the 
polite arts, add to these, music, poetry, the drama, and 
elocution. The polite or elegant arts, I take it, how- 
ever, should have a much wider scope given them. 
At any rate, I think all those just mentioned (and 
I would add, prose composition also), might fairly be 
held to be included under the term "fine arts" in the 
sense I have suggested, and therefore come within the 
words of the statute. And I cannot quite see how 
dancing can be excluded from their company, indeed, 

^f) This limited meaning of the term is adopted in the article on 
" Fine Arts,** in the " Encyclopaedia Britannica." Vol. 3, p. 645. 
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an argument for its equality in this respect with music 
might be drawn from the apparent inclination of the 
court to concede this, shown in the judgment in Reg, 
V. Brandt, But I think a line of distinction maj well 
be found to exclude fencing, boxing, leaping, wrestling, 
tennis, &c., as containing in them in every form so 
little mental action that they should rather be classed 
with mechanic arts. 

If the construction here given to the ^^ fine arts " be 
correct, there is one other art, I think, comes within the 
statute — ^the art of teaching. Then, however, there is 
the difficulty of contending with the case of Reg, v. 
Pocock (the British and Foreign School Society), in 
which the learned judges having determined the point 
that the society was for the purpose of teaching how 
to educate, seem to have assumed, as of course, that the 
words " fine arts " had no bearing upon the subject. 
With the greatest deference, I would submit that the 
art of teaching is an art in which the mind is chiefly 
concerned, and is the main instrument rather than 
mechanic action, and that the mechanic arrangements 
of the school are to the instructor but what the brush, 
the easel, and the studio of the painter are to the 
latter. No doubt reading and writing are mere me- 
chanic arts (putting aside memory, which of course is 
necessary to all arts), and a master teaching a class to 
read or write, is therefore teaching a mechsjiic art, but 
the art which he is himself exercising is something 
which perhaps is capable of as high mental efibrt as 
that of the painter. It is the same art which enables 
all instructors, from the simplest teacher of the infant 
school to the most profound philosopher (though pos- 
sessed and exercised no doubt in very various degrees), 
to impart the moral and intellectual truth suited to their 
pupils, and which enables the painter or sculptor to 
impart a portion of his own art to his pupil. The view 
sanctioned by the Court of Queen's Bench in this case 
(their attention not appearing, however, to have been 
called to the point) is in accordance with what is much 
and justly complained of, too depreciated a value of 
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the office of the educator, and certainlj is not the result 
of a necessary, and perhaps not of the legal construction 
of the term " fine arts." 

In conclusion, it must be borne in mind as to the pur- 
poses of the society that they must be confined to 
science, literature, and the fine arts, whatever con- 
struction is to be put on these words, in the language of 
the statute the society must be instituted for purposes 
of science, &c., exclusively ; and, therefore, although 
there is a science of chemistry, of engineering, 
of agriculture, of navigation, and of war, {g) insti- 
tutions for the purposes of either of these subjects 
generally (and not confined to the sciences of them 
respectively), are not, I think, within the exemption 
granted. Chemistry, engineering, Sec, in their general 
sense, each consists largely of art, and these arts are 
clearly not fine arts ; and though many persons will 
probably inquire why the study and promotion of the 
arts which are the most directly beneficial to man, indi- 
vidually and in community, even though they be not 
the most exalting, are not as well entitled to privilege 
as that of the fine arts, I suppose there can be little 
doubt but that institutions for the purposes of these 
arts generally are not entitled to the exemption. 

This distinction was referred to as an objection in 
the argument in the case of Reg, v. The Overseers of 
Manchester (see post\ in consequence of the purposes 
of the society being there stated to be " the exhibition 
of works of art, and the delivery of lectures on 
subjects of science, literature, and on the arts ; " 
but the court in delivering judgment did not take the 
least notice of the distinction between " art " and " fine 
arts." Possibly this may have been because the case 
did not show the actual proceedings of the society to 
relate to any other than the fine arts. But even then 

{g) A case will, I beCeve, shortly come before the coart as to whether 
an institution for the porposes of nayal and military porsnits Is exempt. 
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the reqairement of tlie statute is, that the societj shall 
be 'instituted " for these purposes exclusively. 

The word "exclusively," however, seems by the 
tendency of the decisions, especially Reg, v. The 
Overseers of Manchester^ and Reg, v. Brandty to be 
construed to mean, must have science, literature, or 
the fine arts as the main final purpose (see p. 86.) 
There is much reason for such a construction morally 
and legally, and it is probably in accordance with the 
general meaning .and intention of the Legislature on 
the subject, but the danger of substituting indefinite 
expression is of some weight the other way. How- 
ever, the authority is certainly stronger in favour of 
jsuch a construction, though there appears some little 
difiiculty, at first sight, in reconciling the case of 
Jhirvis V. Trail with it. But this case is reconcileable 
with such a qualification of the word used in the 
statute, if it be considered as a direct authority as to 
the occupation of the premises only ; the decision 
really being, not that the premises must be occupied 
solely and directly for purposes of science, &c., but 
that they must be occupied for the purposes of the 
society itself, as distinguished from the indirect 
means of promoting its purposes by letting them, 
and applying the rents to the funds of the society. 
Except this case, the authorities are not inconsistent 
with the word "exclusively" having this modified 
meaning given to it. 

Indeed, it may perhaps at first appear doubtful 
whether any of these voluntary associations are 
exclusively for the purposes of science, &c., or 
even whether the final purpose is such, especially 
when it is considered that, in fact, gratification or 
pleasure in some form, is almost invariably the power 
that draws the members of such societies together. 
I think, however, that the phrase is quite correct; 
for although the final purpose of the members indi- 
vidually may be the obtaining pleasure, the final 
purpose of the society may well be the promotion of 
science, &c. It is important, in considering the 

c 
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Statute, that this distinction between the individual 
members and the society should be borne in mind : 
and in the present case it at once shows the line of 
distinction; for societies, the final purpose of which is 
solely amusement, although they may cultivate science, 
&c., to some degree in the obtaining their purpose, 
are hence excluded. It is on this ground that Reg. y. 
Brandt rests. 

The practical result of this requirement of the 
statute is not, however, quite satisfactory. Whether 
the fact is, as Lord Denman said in the case of Reg. 
V. Pocock, he agreed " That possibly it was intended 
that mechanics' institutes should be included ** in the 
exemption or not, it is clear that very many of them, 
and similar societies among the industrious classes, 
will be excluded. Though they may honestly and 
largely pursue and promote the purposes of science, 
&c., there are but few of them that do not endeavour 
to give instruction in and promote other subjects, such 
as writing', chemistry, and other of the mechanic arts; 
and perhaps as few that do not professedly and wisely 
unite with these purposes that of affording amuse- 
ment. 

§ 6. The Occupation by the Society. 

The second requirement of the statute is, that the 
property must be occupied by the society for the trans- 
action of its business, and for carr3ring into effect its 
purposes : and here, according to the authority of 
Purvis V. Trail, the word " solely " should be inserted 
after " occupied " (p. 7.) This requirement prevents 
the society letting their premises for purposes not men- 
tioned in the statute. A question, however, might 
perhaps fairly be started whether, if the lettings of the 
society's premises were only for such purposes as the 
society itself promotes, this would prevent the exemp- 
tion applying. Probably this question is of little im- 
portance practically, for where the society is compelled 
to let at all, it will rarely happen that it can command 
customers to a sufficient extent to make such a selec- 
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tion. There is strong ground, however, to think that 
such lettings would tf^e it out of the exemption, both on 
the authority of Purvis v. Trail, and on the strict 
construction of the words of the statute, "occupied hj 
it, for the transaction of its business, and the carrjring 
into effect its purposes." 

A still more important point (which has not yet 
been publicly mooted, and is perhaps not quite con- 
cluded by Purvis v. Trail) is, whether a society may 
not occupy, within the statute, a part of its premises, 
and therefore be entitled to a partial exemption. As 
the letting is very frequently only of the lecture hall 
or theatre, this point may, in some cases, be well worth 
testing. It is clear that such societies are not entitled 
wholly to exemption, but the statute does not seem to 
prevent their claiming and having the exemption a^ to 
all the remainder of their premises. Perhaps the 
court will be inclined to hold that the exemption is, as 
it were, personal to the society, and that, therefore, it 
must be wholly exempt or liable for all the property. 
The language of the statute does not make such a con- 
struction necessary, and, if a partial exemption were 
allowed, it would benefit to that extent many societies 
now wholly excluded. 

Laying aside the point last mentioned, as too much 
in doubt to rely on, the result of this requirement is as 
unsatisfactory as that of the first. It is, perhaps, a 
practically necessary limitation to the exemption afforded 
by the statute, in order to prevent its extending to all the 
property which suchasociety might by any meanspossess, 
and thus offering a premium, as it were, to such societies 
to become possessed of real property. On the other hand, 
it is a limitation which as frequently as any, excludes 
societies which would otherwise enjoy the exemption ; 
for there are many of the mechanics' institutes, and 
similar societies, that would be entitled to the exemp- 
tion could they themselves exclusively occupy their 
premises for their own purposes, but being compelled 
to have a large hall or theatre for lectures and similar 
occasional purposes, they cannot themselves keep it 

c2 
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constantly occupied, nor afford to allow it to remain 
unoccupied. They therefore let their hall or theatre, 
as in the case of Purvis v. Trail (the Greenwich Insti- 
tution), for public meetings and indiscriminate purposes, 
and thus, it would seem, from this case, become shut 
out from the exemption. 

§ 7. The Contbibutions to the Societt. 

The third requirement is, the society must be supported 
wholly, or in part, by annual voluntary contributions. 
As to this requirement it has, indeed, been argued (in 
The Churchwardens oj Birmingham v. Shaw), that if 
the members are subject to fines, or to any payments 
having at all the form of compulsory payments (the 
enforceability of which is, by the way, not very clear), 
although they also pay an annual subscription, these 
are contributions which are not voluntary. And this 
argument has been backed by another very far-fetched ; 
for, on looking at the words of the statute, it will at 
once be seen that the former argument, if valid, would 
be insufficient to prevent the society obtaining the 
exemption. 

It has therefore been further argued that the whole 
of the contributions to the society must be annual 
voluntary contributions in the strictest sense of the 
words. In support of this construction, to overcome 
the plain words of the statute, it was said in Beg. v. 
The Overseers of Manchester (see p. 75), that the words 
" or in part " refer solely to those societies, in which 
part of the income arises from permanent property; in 
other words, that the society may be in part supported 
by permanent property, and in part by contributions ; 
but if so, the latter must be annual voluntary contribu- 
tions in the strictest sense. 

But I cannot at all think that the meaning is such, 
or that there is any danger that the statute will be so 
construed. In Beg. v. The Overseers of Manchester, 
the judges, during the argument, expressed their 
opinions against this construction, and did not refer 
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to it in the judgment, and there seems no reason 
whatever for forcing on the words so very restrained, 
if not unnatural a construction. I am not considering 
the policy of pecuniary fines, or compulsion of any 
sort in such societies ; but the words of the statute 
will be satisfied if the society is supported in part by 
annual voluntary contributions, and from what sources 
the other part of the income may arise is not limited. 
Doubtless the creittion of a very few annual voluntary 
contributors, for the mere purpose of claiming the 
exemption, would be such a fraud as to prevent the 
exemption being allowed ; but assuming no fraud to 
have taken place, there seems no reason why the courts 
should impose any restrictions or limits on what the 
Legislature has left at large. So that I think it may be 
concluded, that any society which is, honafide^ in paft 
supported by annual voluntary contributions, is within 
the exemption, and that it is unnecessary to consider 
from what source the rest of the income arises. 

It has even been contended that the word "voluntary" 
means gratuitous, and that the contributors must re- 
ceive no benefit whatever from the society ; but an 
express negative was given to this in The Church- 
wardens of Birmingham v. Shaw (p. 8), and I think 
there cannot possibly be any doubt about it ; the sole 
purpose of the statute plainly refers to societies well 
known all over the country, from which the subscribers 
receive the benefit of scientific, literary, or similar 
advantages, in return for their subscriptions. 

This requirement of the statute may therefore be 
briefly disposed of, as to its practical result ; for I 
should think it will scarcely happen that a society, 
claiming the exemption, is not in part supported by 
annual voluntary contributions. 

§ 8. The Absence op Dividend or Division. 

Fourthly, — The society must not, and, by its laws, 
may not, make any dividend, gift, division, or bonus in 
money, unto or between any of its members. This 
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requisite has also been the subject of judicial consider- 
ation, and will, verj probably, be so again. The first 
branch, as to making any dividend, &c., in fact may be, 
easily disposed of, as it is so clear that societies^ which 
do actually make dividends, &c., in money, will hardly 
be bold enough to ask for the exemption. 

As to the second branch, it is settled beyond dispute, 
that the prohibition of such dividend, &c., by the laws 
must be express (p. 4), that is, there must be a law 
which, by words, forbids such dividend, &c., and that 
no implication, either from the purpose of the society 
or from the fact of no dividend, &c., having been made, 
or even from the general effect of the laws themselves, 
will be sufficient. 

But the question remains as to each branch of this 
requisite, what is such a dividend, &c., as is prohibited ? 
Though the words of the statute are, *' any dividend, 
&c., in money," there is scarce a doubt but that a divi- 
dend, &c., in a mere indirect form of money through 
any other medium than the advantages of science, 
literature, or the fine arts, would prevent the society 
having the exemption. This on two grounds ; first, 
that probably the purposes of the society would then 
not be sufficiently science, &c., exclusively to be within 
the statute ; and secondly, the courts would prevent 
any mere subterfuge or indirect form of money, being 
effectual to evade the restriction. Indeed, it is proba- 
ble that the courts would, for the same reasons, hold the 
exemption inapplicable to societies for the mere pur- 
pose of enabling the members individually to obtain 
property in, and the possession of, works of science, &c. 
Thus, perhaps, a society for the purpose of purchasing 
such works or other property connected with science, 
&c., and distributing it by lottery among the members, 
or for purchasing it in large quantities and re-selling 
it among the members, would be excluded on both 
grounds above mentioned. Of course, it is impossible 
to define how far the restriction we are considering 
would extend, for the decision of each case must 
greatly depend on the practical working of the society 
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under consideration. I cannot but think, however, 
that the question will again arise in the form in which 
it has already been considered, namely, whether, and to 
what extent, division of the funds and property, on the 
dissolution of the society, is allowable. 

It seems to me that, prima faeiey this is a division 
within the words of the statute ; but there have been 
two answers given to this view of it ; first, that it is 
not a division among the members as such : and 
secondly, that it is only what cannot be avoided, and 
would necessarily take place if there was no law pro- 
viding for it. The first answer, with all deference for 
the high authority by whom it has been used, I must 
be permitted to say, seems to me a misconception. In 
what other respect such a division would be made, 
except that of membership, one is at a loss to see, and 
whatever may be said as to the actual delivery of the 
property or money being made after the dissolution of 
the society, it is surely evident that it is only as members 
of the society that they receive it. The rules, for 
instance, provide that, on the dissolution being resolved 
on, the property and funds shall be divided among the 
members, or a certain class of members (as in Reg, v. 
The Overseers of Manchester) : the claimants argue, 
*' we are such members, ergo^ we are to receive our 
several portions." Is not this a division among these 
members '' as such ? " 

Nor does the second answer seem more satisfactory. 
Granting, for the argument, that the general law of 
the country would, where there is no provision to the 
contrary, divide the property among the members on 
dissolution, it becomes a difierent question what result 
would follow when the law requires that the society 
must not, and by its laws may not, make any dividend, 
division, &c. In fact, many of these societies, — as the 
Greenwich Society {Purvis v. Trail\ and the Man- 
chester Concert Hall {Reg. v. Brandt), — ^have a rule 
in the words of the statute ; and in order effectually 
to carry it out, and the true purposes of the society 
also, another rule to this effect, that on the dissolution 



32 THE ABSENCE OF DIVIDEND OB DIVISION. 

the property shall be transferred to some institution 
devoted to similar purposes. And even, if it be said 
that the words of the statute would clearly be satisfied 
without such further rule — ^thus leaving the question 
as to the disposal of the funds, whenever it may arise, 
to be solved by the provision the law itself will 
make — still when there is a rule expressly providing 
for the division, the inconsistency is then apparent on 
the rules themselves : and though, in one place, they 
adopt the words of the statute, that the society may 
not make any division, &c. among its members, in 
another they provide, that on dissolution the whole 
property shall be divided among the members, or 
certain of them, and which dissolution is in the power 
of these very members. How then can a society, with 
the latter express rule, be held to be a society which 
by its laws (meaning evidently the body of its laws), 
may not make any division unto or between its members ? 
This division has been spoken of as if it were a divi- 
sion of the property of the society in kind, and assuming 
that the restriction of the statute would equally apply 
to a division of what is so evidently money's worth. 
Where the rules provide for a sale and a division of 
the money (as wiU usually be the case where a 
division is provided for) of course this assumption is 
unnecessary. 

I have, perhaps, dwelt longer on this point than its 
relative importance deserves, but I could not avoid 
doing so, as my own opinion will not quite concur 
with the authority on the subject. For the authority 
on the subject decidedly allows a rule for the division 
among the members on dissolution. In the case of The 
Churchwardens of Birmingham v. Shaw, there was 
no rule for a division on dissolution, but such a divi- 
sion having been suggested in the argument, the court 
expressed a decided opinion that such a division would 
not be a contravention of the statute (p. 9). But in 
the case of Reg, v. 77ie Overseers of Manchester, 
there was a rule providing for the sale and division 
among the life members and hereditary members 
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solely, and there the court adopt the language used by 
the courty as to this point, in the former case. In the 
Manchester case, the rules also expressly provided for 
the accumulation of a permanent fund to the amount 
of 10,000/. 

In the latter case, a further answer was given to 
the objection, which is beyond doubt correct in itself, 
but I think hardly sufficient to meet it. The court 
said (see p. 77 X that if a scheme of accumulation could 
be proved, "the society would not be established 
exclusively for the purposes of science, literature, and 
the fine arts." But it must be observed, that this 
answer is really the making an inference which is 
applicable to any question as to the purposes of the 
society, but is not so to the question as to whether the 
laws prohibit a division. In other words, the society 
may not, by such a rule for sale and division, be 
excluded from the privilege of the statute on account 
of wanting one of its requisites, and yet may^ be 
directly contrary to another requisite by having such 
a rule, and therefore excluded. 

On the whole it seems to me that the purpose and 
meaning of the statute was not to privilege institutions 
of a proprietary nature, but only those in which the 
common use of the advantages offered during the time 
of membership was the sole right of the member, and 
the return for his subscription ; but on the authorities, 
I think it will be very difficult to put a limit to regula- 
tions making the institution of a proprietary nature, 
provided only the property be not absolutely divided 
until a dissolution. I have given quite entire the 
decision of the court on this question in the cases in 
which it has arisen. 

§ 9. The Certificate. 

The fifth requirement is, that the society must obtain 
the certificate mentioned in the second section of the 
statute. This is to be obtained from the officer 
appointed to certify the rules of Friendly Societies, 

c3 
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that is, in England, Wales, and Ireland, the barrister 
appointed for that purpose, {h) and in Scotland, the 
Lord Advocate, (t) or any depute appointed by him for 
that purpose. To obtain this certificate, three copies of 
all the laws, rules, and regulations of the society ''signed 
by the president or other chief officer and three mem- 
bers of the council or committee of management, and 
countersigned by the clerk or secretary of such society," 
must be submitted to such barrister, &c., and he is to 
give a certificate on each of the copies that the society 
is entitled to exemption, or to state in writing the 
grounds on which the certificate is withheld. A 
similar certificate is necessary in respect of any altera- 
tions that may be made in the rules, '* so as to affect 
or relate to the property or constitution" of the society. 
Assuming, for the present, that the certificate is 
granted, one of the certified copies is to be returned to 
the society, another copy is to be retained by the bar- 
rister, &c., and the third to be transmitted to the clerk 
of the peace for the borough or county where the 
buildings in respect of which exemption is claimed are 
situate, who is to lay it before the next General Quarter 
Sessions, and to file it with the rolls of the sessions. 
The only duty of the society, however, appears to be 
to " obtain the certificate," which would be fulfilled as 
soon as the certified copy is received. 

The next point of attention for the society, therefore, 
will be to take care that the parish has notice of the 
exemption being claimed, so that the overseers may 
omit the rating on the society from the next rate. For 
if the society is charged, the rating must not be disre- 
garded, as it is clear that the only proper course for 
the society is to appeal against the rate, and there is 
no right to resist payment without appeal (p. 7). 

It must carefully be remembered that this certificate 



(K) The Barrister for England is now John Tidd Pratt, Esq., 
5, Bolton-street, Piccadilly: residence, 12, Upper Grosrenor-street. 

(») The newlj appointed Lord Advocate is James Moncrieff, Esq., 
M. P., Brooke's Clob, London: and Edinburgh. 
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is not a conclusive proof of the right to exemption, 
or of anj facts as to which it certifies (p. 6) ; it is 
merely one (the fifth) step or process necessary to be 
performed before the right is obtained. 

The five requirements of the statute have now been 
considered. When these concur, the privilege given 
by it applies, and the society is entitled to the exemption 
in respect of the property in question. The exemption 
is from all *' county, borough, parochial, or other local 
rates or cesses." It is of course unnecessary to specify 
these, as the exemption appears evidently to extend to 
all rates, except those levied nationally, which we 
ordinarily call taxes, such as the window -tax, or house- 
tax, &c. 

§ 10. Appeals. 

There are four rights of appeal to which it is next 
advisable to refer ; two by the society, and two by 
third parties. 

The first is for the refusal of the certificate. If the 
barrister, &c., should refuse to give his certificate, he 
is to state in writing the grounds on which such 
certificate is withheld (sect. 2.) There is no express 
direction in the statute that these grounds are to be 
stated on the signed copies of rules sent to him, or how 
they are to be communicated to the society, or as to the 
disposal of the three copies of rules in such a case ; 
but of course the barrister will communicate his reasons 
in writing in some way to the society. On such refusal 
the society may (sect. 5) submit the rules to the quarter 
sessions for the borough or county in which the 
premises are situate, together with the reasons so 
assigned ; and the quarter sessions " shall and may if 
they think fit, order the same rules to be filed, notwith- 
standing such refusal as aforesaid : and such filing shall 
have the same effect as if the said barrister, &c., had 
certified." There is no restriction in the statute as to 
the mode in which this submission is to be made, and, 
therefore, perhaps the whole proceeding may take place 
verbally, if the sessions are willing so to hear it. It 
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would, however, be more exact and safer if the sub- 
mission was made in writing, and embodied the reasons 
assigned bj the barrister, &c. j and also any answers 
that the society can give to such reasons, and was 
delivered at the office of the clerk of the peace. In- 
deed it may perhaps be argued (though there seems 
more reason to the contrary) that such a proceeding, 
being in the nature of an appeal from the barrister's 
decision, is within the very general words of the late 
statute regulating the procedure in courts of quarter 
sessions (12 & 13 Vict. c. 45, s. 1), and that, therefore, 
it is necessary to give a clear fourteen days' notice of 
appeal in writing to the barrister, specifying the grounds 
of appeal. In any case, an application should be made 
to the clerk of the peace, for him to name a day on 
which the sessions would hear the proceeding. 

The following form of submission will probably be 
found applicable in all cases. It should be signed by 
the persons who submitted the rules to the barrister. 

To Her Majesty's Justices of the Peace in and for the Conntj of A., in 
their Court of General Quarter Sessions of the Peace assembled. 

Whereas we the President [or other chief officer] and 

and and three members of the ccnncil [or committee of 

Hianagement] of *^ The Society/* did each of us sign three copies 

of all the laws, ra1eS| and regulations for the management of the said 
society, and the clerk [or secretary] of the said society counter- 

signed the sud three copies ; and we did, on behalf of the said society, 
on the day of last, cause the said three copies, so signed 

and countersigned, to be submitted to [John Tidd Pratt,] Esq., the 
barriijter-at^law for the time being appointed to certify the rules of 
Friendly Societies in England, in order to obtain the certificate of the 
said barrister on each of the said copies that the said society was entitled 
to the benefit of a certain Act of Parliament, made in the seventh year 
of the reign of our Sovereign Lady Queen Victoria, to exempt from 
county, borough, parochial, and other local rates, land and buildings 
occupied by Scientific or Literary Societies. And whereas the said 
barrister has not given his said certificate on the said copies, but has 
withheld the same, and has stated in writing the grounds or reasons on 
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which sach certificate is withheld, and which reaflons or gronoda are as 
follows : 

[State the reasons given bj the barrister.] 

Now we, the said president [&c.] and three members of the conncil 
[&c.] do hereby, by the authority and on behalf of the said society, 
submit the said laws, mies, and regulations of the said society, together 
with the said reasons or grounds, to this Court of General Quarter 
Sessions of the Peace for the county of .A., in which the buildings of the 
said society are situate ; and we further submit to this Court that the 
said society is entitled to the benefit of the said Act of Parliament, and 
that the said reasons or grounds are insufficient, inasmuch as 

[State any answers which the society is able to give to the reasons 
of the Barrister.] 

And we do hereby, on behalf of the said society, pray that this Court 
will be pleased to order the same rules to be filed by the clerk of the 
peace for the said county, with the rolls of the sessions of the peace in 
his custody. 

Dated this day of 185 . 

The second right of appeal by the society is, in case 
the certificate has been granted, and the society is still 
assessed. The society should then appeal as any other 
appellant against the particular rate so charged. This 
right does not at all depend on the statute 6 & 7 Vict, 
c. 36, but on the general law of rating. It must, there- 
fore, be to the proper tribunal for such an appeal, and 
within the due time, whatever these may be in each 
case. As to an appeal against an ordinary poor rate, — 
it must (unless there is local statutory provision to the 
contrary) be to the general quarter sessions of the 
county or borough in which the premises are situate 
next after the rate has been made and published (17 
Geo. 2, c. 38, s. 4); and fourteen clear days' notice of 
the appeal must be given in writing to the church- 
wardens and overseers of the parish or district making 
the rate, specifying the grounds of appeal (12 & 13 
Vict. c. 45, s. 1). The entry of the appeal and pro- 
ceedings on the hearing, will, of course, be governed 
by the practice of the particular sessions. 

The following is the form of notice and grounds of 
appeal against a poor rate. It must be signed by the 
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person or persons rated, and copies must be served on 
two or more of the churchwardens or overseers who 
made the rate. 

To the charchwardens and overseers of the poor of the parish of B., 
in the conntj of A. 

We do hereby give notice to yon and every of yon, that we , 

finding ourselves aggrieved by a certain rate or assessment, made on 
or abont the day of laiit for the relief of the poor of 

the parish of B., in the county of A., and for other purposes chargeable 
thereon according to law, do intend at the next general quarter session 
of the peace, to be holden in and for the said county of A., to appeal 
against the said rate or assessment, and that the grounds of snck 
appeal are — 

First. That in and by the said rate or assessment, in a certain 
assessment therein numbered , we are rated at the sum 

of £ , on an alleged rateable value of £ , in respect 

of property described as , and to be situated at , which 

said property is not by law rateable to the relief of the poor. 

Second. That we are, by virtue of the provisions of a certain act of 
Parliament, made in the seventh year of the reign of our Sovereign Lady 
Queen Victoria, to exempt from county, borough, parochial and other 
local rates, land and buildings occupied by Scientific or Literary 
Societies, exempted from being assessed or rated in respect of the 
said and that before and at the time of the making of the 

said rate, and thence hitherto, the said belonged, and still 

belongs to a society called '* The Society,*' instituted for pur- 

poses of science, literature, and the fine arts exclusively, as tenant [or 
owner], and the said were and are occupied by the sud 

society for the transaction of its business, and for carrying into efiftBCt 
its purposes, and the said society was and is supported in part [or 
wholly] by annual voluntary contributions, and has not made, and by 
its laws may not make, any dividend, gift, division, or bonus in money, 
unto or between any of its members, and it had duly obtained the 
certificate of [John Tidd Pratt,] Esq., the barrister-at-law for the time 
being appointed to certify the rules of Friendly Societies in England, 
on the rules of the said society, according to the provisions of the said 
act of Parliament, that such sodety was entitled to the benefit of the 
said act of Parliament, and the rules so certified continued to be the 
rules of the said society at the time of the making of the said rate, and 
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that DO person or persons onght to hare been Maessed and rated in the 
said rate or assessment in respect of the said 

Third, (ib) That if we are rateable at all for [any part of] the pre- 
mises belonging to the said society [it is only in respect c£ a small 
portion thereof and] we are in the sud assessment, nnmbered , 

greatly over-rated in respect of the net annual valne of the same. 

Fourth. (I) That the said rate or assessment is not made upon an 
estimate of the net annual yalae of the several hereditaments rated 
therennto, according to the statute in that case made and provided. 

Fifth. That the said rate or assessment is made for illegal and 
improper purposes. 

Sixth. That the said rate or assessment was not made, published and 
allowed in due course of law. 

Seventh. That the said rate or assessment is bad and illegal on the 
fi^e thereof. 

And we hereby give you and every of you notice to produce, at the 
hearing of the said appeal, the said rate or assessment against which we 
intend to appeal as aforesaid, and that on the said hearing we shall, if 
need be, insist on all and every of the above-stated grounds of appeal. 
Given under our hands this day oi 185 . 

The third right of appeal is after the barrister, &c.y 
has granted a certificate to the society, and is given 
(by sect. 6) to " any person, or persons, assessed to any 
rate," from which the society is exempted by the 
statute. The great generality of the language used, as 
to who may appeal, should be observed, as well as that 
the appeal is from the barrister's decision in granting 
the certificate, and not against any rate. This appeal 
must be to the quarter sessions of the county or 
borough in which the premises are situate, and must be 
to a quarter sessions held within four calendar months 



(k) The third ground, omitting the words in brackets, is for cases 
where, without claiming a partial exemption, the society think them- 
selves rated too high at any rate : inserting the words in brackets, it 
raises the question, whether there can be a partial exemption when 
part of the premises are let (see p. 27.) It will, therefore, often be 
advisable to use both forms as separate grounds. 

(/) The 4th to the 7 th grounds are only necessary where it it 
intended to take technical objections to the rate. 
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next after the first rate made after the certificate is 
filed, or within four months after the first rate made 
after the exemption is claimed. In Reg, v. Pocock it 
was decided that, although the appeal was not within 
the prescribed time after the filing of the certificate, as 
it was within four months after the first rate made 
after notice was given to the trustees of the parish, the 
appeal was in time. The 6th section requires the ap- 
pellant to give to the clerk or secretary of the society 
twenty- one days' (before the sitting of the court) notice 
of the appeal, and of the grounds thereof, and within 
four days after such notice to enter into a recognizance 
before a justice of the peace, with two sureties, to try 
the appeal, and pay costs if awarded against him. The 
12 & 13 Vict. c. 45, s. 1, seems, however, to have 
made the notice sufficient, if it be given fourteen clear 
days, instead of twenty-one days, before the sitting of 
the court. On the trial, the appellant is confined to 
the grounds of appeal of which he has given notice : 
and the quarter sessions, if the certificate appears to 
have been granted contrary to the act of Parliament, 
are to annul it, and have the discretion to award such 
costs as they think proper to either party. 

There is no pretence in this case for contending that 
it is necessary to give a notice of appeal to the barris- 
ter. The following may be the notice to the society : — 

To the clerk [or secretary] of " The Society." 

I do herehy give you notice that I , being a person assessed 

to a certain rate, or assessment, made on or abont the 
day of last, for the relief of the poor of the parish of B., in 

the connty of A., and for other purposes chargeable thereon according 
to law [or otherwise correctly describing other rates according to dr- 
cnmstances], from which rate the said society is exempted by virtue of 
the provisions of a certain act of Parliament made in the seventh year 
of the reign of onr Sovereign Lady Queen Victoria, to exempt from 
county, borough, parochial, and other local rates, land and buildings 
occupied by Scientific or Literary Societies, do intend at the next general 
quarter sessions of the peace, to be holden in and for the said county 
of A., to appeal from the decision of [John Tidd Pratt,] Esq., the 
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barrister at-law for the time being, appointed to certify the mlea of 
Friendly Societies in England, in granting his certificate on certain 
copies of the laws, roles, and regulations of the said society, certifying 
that the said society is entitled to the benefit of the said act of Par- 
liament, and that the following is a statement of the grounds of my 
said appeal : — 

[State any grounds there may be to show that the society is not 
entitled to the exemption; as by denying that it possesses one or more 
of the five requisites of the statute; or any objections there may be to 
the rules or to the barrister's certificate.] 

And I hereby give you notice to produce at the hearing of the said 

appeal, the said certificate as to which I intend to appeal as aforesaid, 

and tliat, on the said hearing, I shall, if need be, insist on all and every 

of the aboye-stated grounds of appeal. Given under my hand this 

day of 185 . 

The reason of this right of appeal, under the 6th 
section, is very problematic, for the only ground on 
which it can seem to rest is, that the barrister's certifi- 
cate would, on an appeal by a rate-payer against the 
rate, be conclusive as to the right to exemption. But 
the court, in their judgment in Reg. v. PhiUipSy give 
cogent and unanswerable reasons for holding that the 
certificate is not conclusive of the right but only one 
condition to obtaining the exemption ; and the language 
of the first section of the statute supports this view. 
That being so, this appeal against the certificate alone 
seems gratuitous, for the right of exemption might, in 
every respect, have been contested on an appeal against 
the rate, and it was surely hardly necessary to subject 
these societies to a severer test than is sufficient as to 
other ratepayers. The result is simply that such societies 
are doubly exposed to the danger of being appealed 
against, — for I think it is clear that — 

Fourth, — Any person assessed to any rate from 
which the society is exempted, may still avail himself of 
any appeal which he would otherwise have against such 
rate, on the ground that the society is omitted or under- 
rated. This appeal (like that by the society against a 
rate) is irrespective of the statute 6 & 7 Vict., and 
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musty therefore, be to the proper tribunal and within 
due time according to the particular case. 

The form of notice, and grounds of appeal given 
(p. 38) for the appeal by the society against a poor rate, 
will be equally applicable in this case, if for the first, 
second, and third grounds, one or more of the follow- 
ing be substituted : — 

That , of , and , of , are not 

assessed at all in the said rate or assessment for certain land, bnildings, 
and hereditaments situate in street, which were in their occa* 

pation as tmstees [or managers, &c.], of '*The society," 

when the said rate or assessment was made. 

That the said and are assessed at a less snm in 

respect of the said land, boildings, and hereditaments than they onght 
to be assessed at. 

That I am assessed at too large a smn, and in an unfair proportion in 
comparison with the snm and proportion assessed on the said and 

in respect of the said land, buildings, and hereditaments. 

That the said and are not assessed to the full 

ralue of their local yisible property within the said parish. 

The notice and grounds of appeal in this case must 
(41 Geo. 3, c. 23, s. 4), besides being served on the 
churchwardens and overseers, be also served on the 
persons named as omitted from the rate or under-rated, 
and should therefore be addressed to them also. 

§ 11. Rateable Value. 

Not having proposed to treat of rateability in 
general, nor of the amount at which property is rate- 
able — the rateable value of it, as it is termed — ^it will 
be sufficient briefly to add here, that if the society is 
not entitled to the exemption, the amount charged in 
respect of the property occupied by it, should be pre- 
cisely the same as in the case of any other property, 
f. e.f according to "an estimate of the net annual 
value " of the property. This value is explained by 
the statute (6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 96, s. 1) to be " the rent 
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at which the same might reasonably be expected to let 
from jear to year, free of all the usual tenant's rates 
and taxes, and tithe commutation rent-charge, if any, 
and deducting therefrom the probable average annual 
cost of the repairs, insurance, and other expenses, if 
any, necessary to maintain it in a state to command 
such rent : " but the phrase " free of " is very incor- 
rectly used; for the section evidently means the clear 
rent, after payment of all the disbursements men- 
tioned. In other words, it takes the rent at which 
the property might reasonably be expected to let, sup- 
posing the tenant paid all these, as the basis : and 
this, of course, is the rent at which it would let, sub" 
ject to " all the usual tenant's rates and taxes," &c. 
It is manifest that property well suited for a particular 
purpose, whether by local circumstances or by mode of 
building, &c., may be reasonably expected to let for a 
higher rent . than property not so suited, and in the 
former case such higher rent accordingly becomes the 
amount whence the calculation is to proceed: and 
therefore this amount will be obtained in reference to 
the societies in question, by considering what the pro- 
perty might be expected to let for if the society occu- 
pying were to give it up. The practical application 
of this principle is, of course, a question of fact for 
the overseers of the parish, if acquainted with the 
value of property, or for their surveyor, rather than 
for the lawyer. 

There is, however, one point from which a question 
as to amount of rating will perhaps arise, which 
has not yet been before the court, but must, I should 
think, before long. It is in the case of societies that 
let their lecture hall or theatre only (p. 27.) Per- 
haps it will yet be decided that such societies may 
have the exemption in respect of all the premises 
which they do not let. In such cases, therefore, the 
liability would be only as to the hall or theatre, and 
the question of amount of rateability would be de- 
cided by the net annual value of such a building. 
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§ 12. Practical Directions to Societies. 

A good deal of the results of what has been con- 
sidered in the preceding pages may be put into the 
form of a few practical suggestions in reference to the 
subject, which it will perhaps be useful to place briefly 
and systematically before the societies in question, and 
their officers. The first great point is, that in the 
avowed purposes of the society, there be no mere 
mechanic art included, nor indeed any subject what- 
ever, as an art, except the arts of painting, sculpture, 
engraving, architecture, and music, all of which appear 
unquestionably to be included in the " fine arts '' of 
the statute. As to other subjects of knowledge than 
these, such societies usually direct their attention more 
especially to the scientific than the artistic or manual 
part of them, and this line of distinction should, as far 
as possible, be maintained. 

Next, as to the actual operations of the society : — 
Most of the lectures usually delivered at such institu- 
tions will be unobjectionable, their object, generally 
and necessarily, being the imparting of scientific 
knowledge, and not methods of artistic operation. 

Classes for the study of the fine arts, above enume- 
rated, will be clearly unobjectionable ; and painting 
and music, of course, include drawing and singing. 
An elocution class (which is usually one of the most 
attractive classes in such institutions) may, I think, be 
fairly presumed to come within the term " fine arts " 
in the statute. A discussion class is also a usual and 
important class, and though certainly its purpose is not 
confined to the art of elocution, it may well be viewed 
legally as having only a conjoint purpose of literature 
and elocution. Classes for the study of languages 
and history {m) clearly come within the word " litera- 



(m) I would suggest to Mechanics' Institutes, and such institations, 
not as a lawyer, bat as a friend, the importance of a class, or classes, for 
the stadj of history. Our working classes are commonly greatlj 
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ture " in the statute. And classes for the study of 
mathematics, geometiy, the science of arithmetic, the 
sciences of natural history, or of .botany, of chemistry, 
or of natural pliilosophy, would, I think there can be 
no doubt, come within the word "science** in the 
statute. Care should be taken, however, that these 
classes are not for the instruction in the mere art of, 
or connected with, these subjects. Though grammar 
and logic are often spoken of as if almost exclusively 
arts, the science of grammar or of logic presents a 
sufficiently wide field for the pursuits of a class. The 
mere arts of reading, writing, or arithmetic are, I 
think, clearly excluded. So also stenography and 
phonography must be excluded for the same cause. 
An illustration of the distinction in reference to arts 
is suggested by the case of Reg. v. Pocock (the British 
and Foreign School Society), in which it was decided 
that the purpose of the society being to teach how to 
educate, it was not entitled to the exemption. The 
scientific education of the teacher in all subjects — the 
necessary basis for the instructor — ^and his cultivation 
of the fine arts, would be within the statute : but his 
instruction in the art of teaching (assuming that this 
art is not, as was assumed in this case, a fine art ; see 
p. 23), is not within it. Therefore, in that case, the 
normal school would, if there had not been the instruc- 
tion in the art of teaching, and the bible lessons, have 
been within the exemption of the statute, but the 
incorporation of the art of teaching excluded it, and 

deficient in this respect as compared with their other knowledge: and 
indeed, in the education of all classes, perhaps, too little attention is 
paid to history. Among the working classes, however, there are large 
nambers of men who are keen and clever controversialists in mondis, 
politics, metaphysics, and theology, if they are not far-seeing and pro- 
found, and many of them have read extensively on these subjects. But 
I fear it is rarely that an intimate knowledge of history can be found 
among them : and this is the more to be regretted as it is the element 
that is most wanting to complete their knowledge and their ability on 
the subjects I have mentioned. For to erect a sound education of 
these, history is an ever-requisite measuring rod, if it is not the great 
plumb line: and in political speculation it is the only chart 
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the coi^unction of the model school for the acquire- 
ment of the art did so still more completely. 

As totheoccupatioo of the premises, this (unless par- 
tial exemption he allowed) will he practically the greatest 
difficulty with most societies. The thing to he achieved 
is, if possible, to have such rooms as that the society 
can use them all for its own purposes. The difficulty 
is, a large lecture hall or theatre is usually necessary, 
but which is only used once or twice a week by the 
society, and the only method of obviating it seems to 
be to consider whether any mechanic arrangements can 
be made by which such lecture hall can be expeditiously 
transformed into separate rooms for the other purposes 
of the society. It seems clear that the letting of the 
hall or rooms of the society must be avoided. These 
remarks are of course made subject to the point as to 
whether a partial exemption can be claimed, and the 
society thus rateable only in respect of the hall (p. 27.) 

It is essential that some of the subscriptions to the 
society be annual. 

It is also essential that there be a law prohibiting any 
dividend, gift, division, or bonus in money unto or 
between the members. It, however, seems that even if 
there be an increasing permanent fund established and 
provision made for its division among the members, or 
certain of them, on the dissolution of the society, it will 
not be held to be inconsistent with the law I'equired by 
the statute, nor to deprive the society of the exemption. 
Had it not been for the two cases on this point 
{Birmingham v. Shaw, and Reg. v. Overseers of Man" 
Chester), 1 should have recommended, both for the sake 
of being safe legally as weU as for the best interests of 
the society, that there be a law similar to that in the 
cases of Purvis v. TraU (the Greenwich Society) and 
Reg. V. Brandt (the Manchester Concert Hall), that in 
the event of dissolution, the property of the society 
should not be appropriated to the private use of the 
members, but be given to some similar public asso- 
ciation, or in such way as best to promote the purposes 
of the society. 
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Three copies of the rules must in England, Wales, 
and Ireland be sent to the barrister (in Scotland, to 
the Lord Advocate or his depute) for his certificate, and 
his fee of a guinea paid. Andafterwards, any alterations, 
"so as to affect or relate to the property or constitution ** of 
the society, made in the rules, must be submitted to the 
barrister and his fee paid, within one calendar month 
after they are made. Three copies of the alterations 
seem as necessary to be sent as of the rules on obtaining 
the first certificate, though not required expressly by 
the statute. If the barrister certifies that the society 
is entitled to exemption, the society has only then to 
give the overseers of the parish notice of the exemption. 
Should the overseers still assess the society and claim 
the amount, it must then appeal against the rate as has 
been mentioned. 

If the barrister should refuse to give his certificate, 
the society may then submit the rules to the quarter 
sessions for the borough or county, and the quarter 
sessions may order the rules to be filed without the 
certificate. It will of course be proper, if not essential, 
to be prepared at the holding of the quarter sessions 
in this case (as on any other appeal) with counsel and 
witnesses in support of the society, to satisfy the court 
of the error in the barrister's judgment, as the pro- 
ceeding is in the nature of an appeid from the barrister. 

The following are a few formal ^'ules applicable to 
the requisites of the statute, which, if they cannot be 
adopted verbatim, may perhaps be found useful in some 
cases to mechanics' institutes and similar societies. The 
effect of the 2nd, 4 th, and 8th, at any rate, should appear 
in the rules of all societies claiming the exemption. 

1. That this society bejcalled ''The Scientific and Literary 
Society or Mechanics* Institate." 

2. That science, literature, and the fine arts, and their difiosion and 
caltivation, be its sole purposes and objecta. 

3. That, to carry out these purposes, lectures be delivered (weekly 
or otherwise) on subjects of science, literature, or the fine arts, — a 
library be (collected and) maintained for the use of the members, — ^and 
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daases be held for the stadj of the following sciences; mathematio, 
arithmetic, natural philosophy, chemistry, botany, natural history, &c.; 
also for the stndy of history, Latin, French, German, &&; and for the 
acquirement and practice of the arts of painting, drawing, vocal and 
instmmental mnsic, &c. 

4. That the society be supported by the annual Toluntaiy contri- 
butions of the members, and by such other funds and property as it may 
legally become entitled to. 

5. That the contributions of the members be received as from the 
time of payment [or as from the 25th of March, the 24th of June, the 
29th of September, or the 25th of December, next preceding the time 
at which they are actually paid]. 

6. That a contributor of £ be a member for one year, and 
a contributor of a member for six calendar months, and a con- 
tributor of a member for three calendar months, and that they 
be severally entitled to all the advantages and privileges of members 
from the time of payment [during so much of such several periods of 
one year, six months, or three months, from the next preceding quarter- 
day as shall be then unexpired]. 

7. That the managers [or council, or committee] shall not let for 
hire the lecture-hall, or any other of the society's rooms or premises; but 
the premises shall be occupied solely for the transaction of the business, 
and for carrying into e£fect the purposes of the society. 

8. That the society shall never, directly or indirectly, make any dividend, 
gift, division, or bonus in money, unto or between any of its members. 

9. That, in the event of a dissolution of the society, the property and 
funds shall not be divided among the members nor appropriated to their 
private use: but, after payment of all debts then owing by the society, 
the remainder, if any, shall be given to such public society or associa- 
tion for the promotion of science, literature, and the fine arts, or either 
of them, as the members may at their last meeting direct. (This rule 
is certainly not necessary in any case, p. 32.) 
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§ 13. The Pouct of the Statute. 

I. A Premium to the Society, 

The practical resalt of the statute is, the compulsory 
pajment of a small premium bj the parish or other 
locality out of the parish funds to societies within the 
exemption. The subject suggests, therefore, two 
phases in which its policy may be considered ; 1st, a 
privilege or premium to the society ; 2ndly, exemption 
from the parish and local burdens. 

As to the former, it is unnecessary for me to consi- 
der whether and how far any Government of this 
country can wisely interfere in the matter of national 
rudimentary education : this statute has for its educa- 
tional object (if any) purposes of a character very 
limited, and applicable to institutions which need 
hardly be feared as the medium of any servile teach- 
ings. But, on the other hand, assuming the advisability 
of the State's efforts being directed to the care and 
cultivation of science, literature, and the fine arts, such 
an exemption is, when confined to the intent of the 
statute, so puny, partial a provision as that it scarce 
deserves to be placed in any category of education. 
However, trifling as it is, it does propose to ofier some 
premium to the cultivation of these subjects. Then 
the question arises, is it efiectual ? Do those societies, 
by means of which an acquaintance with these subjects 
is diffused, reap the intended benefit ? This assumes 
that science, &c., are so universally of advantage as to 
be the proper object of the State's care and attention, 
and also that the Government sufficiently represents 
the people to be the proper agent for performing such 
care and attention. Now, granting both these, the 
fact of a society having science, &c., in some degree 
for its object, is not, it may fairly be said, to give that 
society a complete right to this privilege in respect of 
all its operations. Hence the necessity for using the 
word " exclusively" in the statute. But what is the 

D 
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result of this practically ? Are the societies which 
promote these objects, as a matter of course, exclusively 
confined to them ? Every one who knows anything 
about them knows the contrary. In the mechanics' 
institutes, and the various local institutes under other 
names spread through the smaller towns, and generally 
even in the highest class of such societies in the metro- 
polis and larger towns, mere amusement does, in fact, 
form a large item in their object, and the spreading a 
knowledge of all branches of art an almost equally 
common object. In very many there are also certain 
religious, if not sectarian, principles and purposes 
mixed up with the others. In other words, societies 
are not usually gathered together for the cultivation 
of science, &c., exclusively, and it is not practicaUy 
possible to apportion so much privilege for so much 
purposes of science, &c. It follows that the statute is 
not correctly applicable to the circumstances. No 
doubt by adopting a modified sense of the word " ex- 
clusively," and giving a liberal construction to the other 
words of the statute, as the court seems inclined to do, 
many societies wiU be brought within the statute that 
would otherwise have been excluded ; but it is mani- 
festly quite partial and insufficient when thus patched. 
Again, it may fairly be said that the exemption in- 
tended to be conferred is only as to the premises in 
which the stated purposes are pursued, and that it was 
never intended, and would be quite wrong to say that 
if such a society now and then occupy certain premises, 
the exemption from local burdens is immediately to 
apply. Such an application of the privilege would 
be a premium on the society's holding property in their 
own hands, and would doubtless be greatly abused ; 
and, indeed, the extent of it would come to this, that 
the society might make its whole income by holding 
and letting premises. Hence the requirement that the 
property must be occupied solely by the society for its 
own purposes. But, on the other hand, this limitation 
offers strong evidence of the practical inapplicability, 
if not injustice, of this statute ; and perhaps it is, at 
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the same time, a proof of the difficulty of any legislation 
on the subject. Consistent in every way, as a reason* 
able limitation, with the creation of such an exemption, 
it does practically too often cut off the exemption 
where most needed. All such societies must have one 
or more large hall or room, which they very rarely can 
themselves constantly occupy. Other things, therefore, 
being equal, the society that can afford to keep it^ 
premises unoccupied when not itself using them, wiu 
have the further advantage of exemption from the 
rates, while the poorer society, that has to eke out its 
means by letting, must also pay the rates. The argu- 
ment in support of the exemption applying to societies 
notwithstanding such letting of the premises is, that 
the funds thereby obtained are applied to the purposes 
of the society. The argument on the other side is, 
that if the letting was allowed there would be no limit 
to the extent to which the managers of such societies 
might compel the parish to support them out of the 
pockets of the parishioners in general ;(n) for the 
profit obtained by letting must be the difference be- 
tween the rent paid and the rent received, with deduc- 
tions for expenses ; and this profit must be the result 
either of the low rent at which the premises are held, 
or of some privileges which they possess. My reader 
must, of course, weigh these arguments for himself : 
I confess equity, and the evident meaning of the 
statute, incline me strongly to think the latter view the 
correct one, if it be necessary to decide. But perhaps 
the court will adopt a construction of the statute in 
favour of the exemption of societies as to all the 
premises which they do not let (see p. 27), and this 
would apply a solution to the difficulty that could not 
well be complained of. 

Taking the law, however, as it seems at present 
decided, what is the practical result produced by these 
two limitations ? Why that a few large societies, 



(n) The Greenwich Society made one-fourth of their whole income 
bj letting (p. 7). 

D 2 
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perhaps least deserving, and certainlj least needing the 
exemption, obtain it ! Thus viewing the matter, we 
cannot be surprised at its being argued that ''the 
legislative exemption was intended for associations of 
rich men united in the pursuit of science, literature or the 
fine arts,''(o) and that ''the statute appears to have 
been passed for the purpose of benefiting societies for 
the advancement of science, literature, or the fine arts, 
such as were founded all over Italy in the sixteenth 
century, and which afterwards spread over Europe, 
and such as the Rojal Society, and similar institutions, 
in this country ;** (p) nor that Lord Denman should, in 
Beg. V. Pococky incline to think (and in which the other 
judges concurred), that the words of the statute 
" point to a kind of society which one might be disposed 
to think had the least claim to exemption ; namely, a 
society of rich men, who combine in the rational 
object of enjoying science, literature, or the fine arts.** 
For myself I do not at all imagine the Legislature 
intended such injustice ; but the truth is that the 
words of the statute do "point to,** and most naturally 
bear, such a construction. Indeed, Lord Denman adds, 
"that possibly it was intended that mechanics' 
institutes should be included. That would appear to 
be a very proper object. But will even such institu- 
tions come within the words ?** There can be no doubt 
they will not in the strict sense of the words. Indeed, 
it is certain that taking all kinds of institutions directly 
tending to promote science, literature, and the fine 
arts, an immense majority of them will not even come 
within the liberal construction which the court seems 
inclined to give to the words of the statute. Doubtless 
many such institutions will, in fact, be exempted by 
the generosity of their fellow-parishioners ; but I 
speak of the legal right to exemption conferred by the 
statute. 

To what conclusion then must we arrive ? Surely, 

(o) In Reg. v. Pocochj see S Q. B. p. 740. 
(p) In R^ y. Brandt, see p. 83. 
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either that (his prcmsion is an attempt to use legislation 
for a purpose for which it cannot advantageously be 
emplojed, or that the provision is grievously ineffectual, 
or that both concur ; probablj, the last is the best 
opinion. It seems to me that the few wealthy societies, 
which are instituted for purposes of science, literature, 
and the fine arts exclusively, are neither justly nor 
advantageously the object of a special exemption from 
the local rates ; while the constitution and proceedings 
of institutions which promote the diffusion of these 
subjects (though not exclusively) could not well, as a 
mass, be exempted. For, granting that science, literature, 
and the fine arts are so universally approved, that they 
may be the object of legislative patronage, it does not 
follow that all other objects which may be pursued in 
connexion with them are to receive the same favor. 
If it were so, the mere junction of purposes of science, 
&c, in some small degree, with any proportion of other 
objects^ would exempt the whole. On the other hand, 
it seems manifest that the only standard of desert is, 
whether a society assists in promoting science, &c., and if 
80, it is very unjust to deprive it of advantages because 
it also promotes other objects ; but if an apportionment 
be attempted, the insuperable practical difficulty then 
arises, what part of the value of the buildings used is 
in that proportion to the whole, which the scientific 
purposes bears to the whole purposes of the society ? 
If, therefore, the theory be granted that societies pro- 
moting science, &c., should be patronised by an 
exemption from the local burdens, we find it is necessary 
to commit a great injustice by confining the exemption 
to societies least needing, if not least deserving it, or 
that the practical application of such a principle is 
impossible. For myself, then, I conclude that the 
Legislature would act wisest to leave the matter 
untouched. 

But, secondly, assuming that the theory be true, is 
the provision made effectual ? Are all the societies 
which assist in the diffusion of science, &c., exempted ? 
Probably I have already sufficiently replied to these 
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questions. That it is strangely ineffectaal, therefore, 
is, at any rate, the unavoidable conclusion. Granting 
all — assuming all that can be claimed— on the question, 
what is the result ? it is found wanting. 

If asked what remedy I propose, the answer, of 
course, is — ^repeal the statute, and leave the matter 
untouched. It is from no want of interest in such 
societies that this is said; on the contrary, it is mainly 
because I believe the provision so thoroughly unjust or 
ineffectual, that the most deserving societies are rarely 
benefited by it. But if the scheme must be patched 
up, then, I think, the word " exclusively " should be 
omitted, and the word ''art" substituted for ''fine 
arts." The result would be that the premises of the 
society must still, to be exempt, be occupied by them- 
selves alone, but the provision would then include all 
mechanics' institutes, and such societies that did not 
let their premises for indiscriminate purposes. If it 
is objected that this would be too large a privilege, 
and might be obtained by societies not materially pro- 
moting science, &c., and otherwise abused, the only 
answer is, that probably the other requirements of the 
statute — ^that the society shall be supported wholly or 
in part by annual voluntary contributions, and that no 
dividend, &c., in money shall be made between the 
members — ^would be a sufficient guard against any 
great abuse. At any rate, I think such a wider and 
more general privilege would be much better than the 
one-sided partial one now given : and, indeed, there 
may be much said why institutions for purposes of 
little more than mere amusement, or other purposes 
at all connected with science, literature, or art, and 
where no pecuniary profit is made by the members, 
should share in the privilege offered to those for 
science, &c., alone. If to these was added, by con- 
struction of the statute, the privilege for those socie- 
ties that do let their hall, of an exemption as to 
the remainder of their premises, the objection to the 
statute, on the ground of injustice as a privilege, 
would be entirely removed. 
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XL Exemption from Parish and Local Burdens, 

The policy of this provision may be considered 
when viewed as creating an exemption from local 
burdens. Primarily, it is clear the parish, &c., rates 
are a charge in respect of all real* property. They are 
leviable in respect of the land, and therefore in pro- 
portion to the valae of this property; that is, accord- 
ing to the amounts at which it would reasonably let. 
It may be assumed that this rating of property is just 
and proper for the purposes to which it is applied. If 
so, it seems to me that no question as to the pecuniary 
advantage to the occupier from the occupation-^called 
technically, beneficial occupation — ^necessarily arises in 
the idea of rateabiUty, i. «., the being subject to such 
rating. But there are the peculiar exceptions from 
this general liability which have been mentioned 
(p. 3), depending on the actual or assumed want of 
this pecuniary advantage or beneficial occupation. 
These exceptions are very frequently the source of 
litigation and legal doubt, and I cannot see that there 
is any good ground for them. The emptiness of build- 
ings during the whole period for which the rate is 
made has (if any) the most like a shadow of reason to 
support it, but this I think quite insupportable. It 
seems to me that the existence of land or buildings in 
which an individual or individuals claim any exclusive 
right, should raise the liability. 

The arguments in favor of these exceptions as to 
policy are as follow : {(j) As to property in the occu- 
pation of the Crown or the public, it is said that as the 
fund with which to pay such a charge must be raised 
from the public, the payment of it is a mere transfer of 
money from the right hand to the left. But this is by 



(g) The legal cases on these exceptions are very nnmeroas, and 
have arisen under so many different circumstances that a collection of 
their names and references would answer no purpose except showing 
their multiplicity. Of course a consideration of tiiem is quite beyond 
the object of these pages. 
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no means true ; for it rarely happens that the fand for 
payment would be raised from the locality, or from 
those persons who now pay in increased ratio, in con- 
sequence of the exemption : and even if it were, con- 
sidering the practical difficulty that frequently arises 
in consequence of this exception, it may be suggested 
whether it is not wise to take the trouble of transfer- 
ring the proportionate sum from the right hand to the 
left, as prudent people frequently do in order to count 
their money, and guard against mistake or cheat The 
injustice wUch arose when property belonging to a 
municipal corporation happened to be situate in a 
parish not entirely or ndt at all within the borough 
was felt to be so great as to cause a statute (4 & 5 Vict, 
c. 48) to be passed expressly to make such property 
rateable. 

As to public charities : — An appeal is made to our 
benevolent feelings in their behalf ; but it may reason- 
ably be doubted whether it is quite fair that, because 
some five hundred gentlemen are willing to subscribe 
their guinea per annum, and to offer their benevolence 
publicly to a certain class of objects, that therefore 
they are entitled to withdraw more or less property 
from the local burdens of a particular district, and 
thus increase the latter as to the surrounding inhabit- 
ants. It may well be questioned whether the rate- 
ability of such property would tend to depress any 
charity, and, at any rate, I think it is no want of 
charitable feeling to apply to such a suggestion, the 
maxim *'Be just before you are generous:" for the 
local burdens, like taxes in general, ought all of them 
to be quite as imperatively necessary as any public 
charity. 

As to empty buildings, there are two arguments 
stated; first, that there is no occupier to be rated; 
and, secondly, that the owner receives no profit from 
them while empty. In reply to the first, the question 
may be asked, is there, then, no person who has any 
right in the property ? and in what respects, and why 
do you distinguish occupation from possession ? No 
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doubt the legal principle of rateabilitj deduced from 
the statute of Elizabeth (43 £liz. c. 2) has always 
been, that it is a burden on a person in respect of his 
property: and if this be maintained in all its int^ritj, 
a landlord out of the parish or district is safe from all 
charge. The common sense view of the matter is 
plainly, that it is a burden on the property, and there 
is no reason why it should not be so in law and fact. 
Indeed, approaches have long been made to such a 
Tiew of the subject. Every one acquainted with the 
matter knows that on account of the practical difficul- 
ties as to the rates on small houses and separate tene- 
ments, parishes haying local acts of Parliament have 
always a power to rate the landlords of such premises. 
Power to adopt this practice was given to all parishes 
by the genend law upwards of thirty years ago, as to 
houses between the value of 201. and 6/. per annum 
(59 Geo. 3, c. 12), and was in the last session of Par- 
Hament (by 13 & 14 Vict. c. 99) more fully carried 
out and applied to tenements of a less value than 6/. a 
year. Why, therefore, should not the landlord be liable 
in all cases when necessary ? or rather, why should not 
all the local burdens be a direct charge on the pro- 
perty ? 

Then it is said, secondly, the owner receives no 
rent. But it is not therefore valueless, and so an unfit 
subject for a rate : why is it that it is unoccupied ? 
Usually, because the owner cannot get a rent to satisfy 
him, or that it is undergoing repair, or from some such 
temporary cause. Is there any reason in these to 
exempt it from such a charge ? Why should there be 
any fluctuations in the liability to a charge which is 
constant ? This exemption having grown up, is clearly 
the result of a fallacy as to the source whence the rate 
is really leviable ; mistaking the hand through which 
the rate happened to be paid for the subject of rating. 
We may fairly ask why, when the property is locally 
situate in a parish or district, should the rateability 
rest on the accidental circumstance of occupation, 
depending too^ as this does, greatly on the personal 

D 3 
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conduct of the owner ? There should surely be nothing 
like a premium on keeping land or buildings out of the 
use or circulation to which they are adapted. In all 
the parish local acts, and in the statute of last session 
just mentioned (as regards tenements of a less value 
than 6/. a year), there is a power to agree with the 
owner of such property for the regular payment of the 
rates by them, whether it is occupied or unoccupied, 
(NT, as it is technically termed, *' to compound with the 
owners." I mention these provisions, not to advocate 
a mere extension of them, but as showing that there 
is nothing impracticable or very extravagant in the 
removal of the exemption now allowed to unoccupied 
premises. All these provisions have been gradually 
introduced, on account of the inconveniences resulting 
from the present principle of the rate being a charge 
upon the occupier : and the adoption of the more simple 
principle, as a basis that the rate should be, under all 
circumstances, a direct charge on the property, would 
at once undermine and remove these practical incon- 
veniences. 

As to churches and chapels, it is said they are for 
religious purposes. As there may be much question as 
to what is religion, and how it should be practised and 
respected, and still more as to the political patronage 
of all or any religions ; and for my own part, having no 
conception of sanctity in stones, or bricks and mortar, 
I see no force whatever in this argument. 

But to these exceptions the statute which has been 
before our notice has added another, and having con- 
sidered it fully as a privilege to the society, it will be 
sufficient but briefly to refer to it as an exemption. 
As such, it seems to me that the right to such special 
exemption is not made out on behalf of these societies : 
for granting, for the argument, all that can be said as 
to their purposes, and granting that the State ought 
to patronize them, it does not follow that such an 
exemption is the best and most proper mode of doing 
so. On the contrary, so far as it gives a premium to 
them, the result must necessarily often be, that societies 
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most needing it will be situate in localities least able 
to afford it; or, if there is any pretence for their 
claim being local, in localities on which thej have 
least claim. And, as suggested as to charities, it may 
well be doubted whether, if rateability was made 
uniyersal, the dutj of paying the rates for the 
buildings they occupy could possibly repress any 
genuine spirit for the pursuit of science : and, again, 
that the assisting to bear the local burdens is, in 
justice, a paramount duty of such society in respect of 
the property it holds, whether it be a mere voluntary 
association, or partake even of the nature of bene- 
volence. 

On the whole, then, all these exemptions are, I 
think, useless or worse, and the sooner they are re- 
moved the better. My opinion on this matter is, 
however, little more than a wider and more effectual 
application of what many persons practically connected 
with the subject, as well as lawyers, have long felt 
would be desirable. I shall only quote the expression 
of the opinion of the Court of Queen's Bench in one 
case. In Meg. v. Sterry (see the facts of the case, 
p. 12), the court in their judgment say, "No one 
can review the numerous decisions which cases some- 
what like the present have occasioned, without re- 
gretting that the court was ever induced to depart 
from the simple test which the subject-matter of occu- 
pation would, in every case, have afforded. Whether 
the occupation was in respect of private, or public, or 
charitable purposes, it would have been, we think, 
wiser to have disregarded ; and wherever the subject- 
matter was found productive to any one, to have rated 
the actual occupant in respect of that produce. The 
court, however, is bound by the authorities," &c. (r) 
The adoption of the principle approved by the court, 

(r) In Reg, ▼. Baptist Missionary Society, (10 Q. B. 884, June, 
1849), the court refer to this expression of their regret at the departure 
" from the simple test which the mere occupation of a subject-matter, 
valuable and beneficial in itself, would have afforded," and add ** we 
feel the same regret now." 
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would remove all exemptions except that of want of 
occupier. I cannot see whj that should be retained : 
and if it is allowable to alter the above quotation to 
mj own view, I would suggest the substitution of 
'^ possession" for ^'occupation" in each instance, and 
for the clause after "disregarded," this, — "and wherever 
the subject-matter was found, to have rated it according 
to its value." The principle, then, I think, is in- 
creased in correctness, simplicity and importance. The 
only difference is, the cause of a wider and more 
common evil is pointed out, and a more effectual 
remedy suggested. 

This point (as to exemptions in general) has been 
dwelt on at greater length than its bearing on scientific 
and literary societies made necessary ; but the subject 
of local taxation is gradually obtaining much consi- 
deration, and no doubt changes will ere long take 
place. If rates over larger districts, or anything like 
a national rate, should be adopted, it would become, if 
possible, more important than now that the principle 
of rateability should be carefully considered: and 
whatever may take place, it is right that this principle 
should be clearly seen, and properly applied. I shall 
be gratified if I have assisted in calling the attention 
of any thoughtful person to the subject. 



Note. — Under the sub-section " Ezclnsively," at p. 26, a paragraph 
to the following effect ought, perhaps, to have been inserted : — 

The fact that a society is possessed of property which it lets to 
tenants, does not prevent its being instituted for purposes of scioice, &c. 
within the statute, and, therefore, as to this point, entitled to the 
exemption; provided the rents received are applied to the scientific 
purposes, &c. of the society: (^Reg, v. The Overseers of Manchester, 
p. 76). Of course the occupier of such property is liable to be rated 
like any other occupier. 
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6 & 7 Vict. cap. 36. 

An Act to exempt from County ^ Borough^ Parochial, and other local 
Bates, Land and Buildings occupied by Scientific or Literary 
Sodeti6S,—\2^th July, 1843]. 

1. Scientific Societies exemptedfrom rates upon ohtainif^ the certificate 
hereinafter mentioned. — Whereas it is expedient that societies estab- 
lished exclusively for parposes of science, literature, or the fine arts 
should be exempt from the charge of coantj, borough, parochial, and 
other local rates in respect of land and buildings occupied by them for 
the transaction of their business, and for carrying into effect their 
purposes ; be it therefore enacted by the Queen's most excellent 
Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by 
the authority of the same, That from and after the first day of 
October, one thousand eight hundred and forty-three, no person or 
persons shall be assessed or rated, or liable to be assessed or rated, or 
liable to pay, to any county, borough, parochial, or other local rates or 
cesses, in respect of any land, houses, or buildings, or parts of houses or 
buildings, belonging to any society instituted for purposes of science, 
literature, or the fine arts exclusively, either as tenant or as owner, and 
occupied by it for the transaction of its business, and for carrying into 
effect its purposes, provided that such society shall be supported wholly 
or in part by annual voluntary contributions, and shall not, and by its 
laws may not, make any dividend, gift, division, or bonus in money 
unto or between any of its members, and provided also that such society 
shall obtain the certificate of the barrister-at-law or Lord Advocate, as 
hereinafter mentioned. 

2. Scientific Societies to cause three copies of their rules of management 
to be submitted to the barrister or person appointed to certify the rules 
of Friendly Societies, who shall certify thereon, if entitled — One certified 
copy to be returned to the society ; one to be retained by the bar- 
rister i and the other transmitted to the Clerk of tfte Peace for 
confirmation at sessions, and to be deposited. — Provided always, 
and be it enacted, That before any society shall be entitled to the 
benefit of this act such society shidl cause three copies of all laws, 
rules, and regulations for .the management thereof, signed by the presi- 
dent or other chief officer and three members of the council or com- 
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mittee of management, and conntersigned by the clerk or secretary of 
snch society, to be submitted, in England, Wales, and Berwick-upon- 
Tweed, to the barrister-at-law for the time being appointed to certify- 
the rules of Friendly Societies there, and in Scotland to the Lord 
Advocate, or any depute appointed by him to certify the rules of 
Friendly Societies there, and in Ireland to the barrister for the time 
being appointed to certify the rules of Friendly Societies there, for the 
purpose of ascertaining whether such society is entitled to the benefit 
of this act; and such barrister or Lord Advocate, as the case may be, 
shall give a certificate on each of the said copies that the society so 
applying is entitled to the benefit of this act, or shall state in writing 
the grounds on which such certificate is withheld; and one of such 
copies, when certified by such barrister or Lord Advocate, shall be 
returned to the society, another copy shall be retained by such barrister 
or Lord Advocate, and the other of such copies shall be transmitted by 
such barrister or Lord Advocate to the Clerk of the Peace for the 
borough or county where the land or buildings of such society in respect 
of which such exemption is claimed shall be situated, and shall by him 
be laid before the recorder or justices for such borough or county at the 
general quarter sessions, or adjournment thereof, held next after the 
time when such copy shall have been so certified, and transmitted to 
him as aforesaid, and the recorder or justices then and there present 
are hereby authorized and required, without motion, to allow and con- 
firm the same ; and such copy shall be filed by such clerk of the peace 
with the rolls of the sessions of the peace in his custody, without fee 
or reward. 

3. Certain alterations made in the rtdes to Be certified and depotited 
in like manner — In case of refusal to certtfy. — And be it enacted, 
That if the laws, rules, and regulations of any snch society shall be 
altered, so as to affect or relate to the property or constitution of such 
society, such alterations tthall, within one calendar month after the 
same shall have been made, be submitted to such barrister or Lord 
Advocate, and such barrister or Lord Advocate shall certify as afore- 
said; and such rules, when so certified, shall be filed with the clerk of 
the peace as aforesaid ; and in the meantime such society shall be 
entitled to the benefit of this act, as if no such alterations had been 
made: Provided always, that if the said barrister or Lord Advocate 
shall refuse to certify, that then, subject to snch appeal as is herein- 
after provided, the said society shall cease to be entitled to the benefit 
of this act from the time when such alterations shall come into operation. 

4. Fee to he paid to the barrister or Lord Advocate, — Provided 
always, and be it enacted, That the fee payable to such barrister or 
Lord Advocate for perusing the laws, rules, and regulations of each 
society, or the alterations made therein, and giving such certificate or 
statement as aforesaid, shall not at any one time exceed the sum of one 
guinea, which, together with the expense of transmitting the rules to 
and from the said barrister or Lord Advocate, shall be defrayed by 
each society respectively. 

5. Provision in cases where certificate is refused. — Provided 
always, and be it enacted, That in case any such barrister or Lord 
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Advocate shall refuse to certify that any snch society is entitled to tlie 
benefit of this act, it shall then be lawful for any such society to submit 
the laws, rules, and regulations thereof to the court of quarter sessions 
for the borough or county where the land or buildings of tbe society 
shall be situated, together with the reasons so assigned by the said 
barrister or Lord Advocate as aforesaid; and the recorder or justices at 
such quarter sessions shall and may, if he or they think fit, order the 
same rules to be filed, notwithstanding such refiiBal as aforesaid; and 
such filing shall have the same effect as if the said barrister or Lord 
Advocate had certified as aforesaid. 

6. Appeal to quarter tessums. — Provided also, and be it enacted, 
That any person or persons assessed to any rate from which any society 
shall be exempted by this act may appeal from the decision of the said 
barrister or Lord Advocate in granting such certificate as aforesaid to 
the said court of quarter sessions, within four calendar months next 
after the first assessment of such rate made after such certificate shall 
have been filed as aforesaid, or within four calendar months next after 
the first assessment of such rate made after such exemption shall have 
been claimed by such society, such appellant first giving to the clerk 
or secretary of the society in question, twenty-one days previously to 
the sitting of the said court, notice in writing of his intention to bring 
such appeal, together with a statement in writing of the grounds 
thereof, and within four days after such notice entering into a recogni- 
zance before some justice, with two sufiicient sureties, to try such 
appeal at, and abide the order of, and pay snch costs as shall be awarded 
by the recorder or justices at such quarter sessions ; and at such 
quarter sessions such recorder or justices shall, on its being proved 
that such notice and statement have been given as aforesaid, proceed to 
hear such appeal, according to the grounds set forth in such statement, 
and not otherwise, and if the certificate of the said barrister or Lord 
Advocate shall appear to him or them to have been granted contrary to 
the provisions of this act, shall and may annul the same, and shall and 
may, according to their discretion, award such costs to the party 
appealing or appealed against as he or they shall think proper, and his 
or their determination concerning the premises shall be conclusive and 
binding on all parties to all intents and purposes whatsoever. 
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COURT OF QUEEN'S BENCH. 

January 18, 1851. 

(Before Lord Campbell, C. J., and Jnstices Patteson, Colekidoe^ 

and WioHTMAK.) 

The Queen v. The Ovebseebs of Hakchesteb. 

The Recorder of Manchester on an appeal amended the poor rate 
iherenafter mentioned, hy striking ont the assessment on the appellants 
in respect of the Royal Manchester Institution, subject to the opinion of 
this court on a case of which the following is the substance : — 

The premises rated are part of a building situate within the township 
of Manchester, called the Royal Manchester Institution, of which the 
appelUnts are to be deemed the persons liable to be rated if the premises 
be rateable. The assessment is 6832. net rateable value. Of the 
grounds of appeal the fifth only is material. (It set ont fully the 
requirements mentioned in 6 & 7 Vict. c. 36, and claimed for the 
Institution the exemption from rates.) The building was erected from 
funds subscribed by a number of shareholders, and the properly is now 
Tested in trustees upon trust to permit the same to be used for certain 
purposes connected with literature, science and the fine arts. The 
society lets off rooms, &c., in the building, to tenants, who occupy for 
various purposes, and such tenants are rated separately. The rents 
received from the tenants form part' of the general funds of the society. 
The fands of the society are derived partly from contributicHis as men- 
tioned by the rules. The building is occupied and used by the society 
for carrying out ita purposes as follows : — lectures are given there upon 
literary and scientific subjects, to which the members have free ad- 
mittance, and ofiicers, literary and scientific persons, artists and 
strangers are admitted gratuitously on application to the connciL 
Conversaziones, soirees, or other meetings of the members are held on 
certain evenings during the winter months, to which the person reading 
the paper can invite twenty friends, and the chairman of the meeting 
ten friends, and the leading literary and scientific persons of the neigh- 
boorhood have free admission. Exhibitions of paintings and works of 
art are annually, or more frequently held, to which members are ad- 
mitted free, and strangers on payment of an entrance fee. The carriage 
of the paintings to and from the exhibition is paid by the society. 
But for those paintings coming from a distance, which may be sold at 
the exhibition, the society deducts five per cent, on the price at which 
the paintings are sold, to defray the expense of carriage (no deduction 
being made from the price of paintings by local artists). This per- 
centage is paid into the general fund, but does not amount to the expenses 
of carriage. Books containing the names and addresses of the artists, 
and the prices of their puntings are also placed in the exhibition room 
during the exhibition of paintings, and the officer of the institution in 
attendance has permission, upon which he occasionally acts, to sell the 
same on behalf of the artists at the prices fixed by them and mark the 
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liictnres as sold. An officer of the society receives the purchase money 
of pictures so sold and hands the same over to the artists, after de- 
dacting the per centage above mentioned. The artists occasionally sell 
their pictures themselves daring the continaance of the exhibition, and 
pictnres sold before the opening of the exhibition are frequently exhi- 
bited as well as pictnres not intended for sale. No rate has been paid 
since the passing of 6 & 7 Vict c. 36, nor any attempt made to enforce 
payment. By &.e deed of settlement of the real estate of the institu- 
tion, dated 26th Dec. 1832, it appears that two plots of land were 
purchased for the sum of 37212., subject to the payment of reserved 
nnts amounting to 1132. Ids, Hd, annum. And it is declared 'by the 
said deed that the trustees should be seised thereof " Upon trust to 
permit the same from time to time, and at all times hereafter, unless 
and until the same shall be sold or disposed of under the trusts and provi- 
nons hereinafter in that behalf expressed, to be used and employed as a 
museum or place of exhibition for works of art and science, antiquities 
and specimens of natural history, and for the delivery of public lectures 
on subjects of science, literature or the arts, and otherwise for the im- 
parting and diffusing of education and knowledge consistent with the 
general purposes of ^e sud institution; and to be in all respects con- 
ducted and managed as the council for the said institution for the time 
being shall from time to time direct, subject nevertheless and according 
to the regulations of the institution for the time being." It also con- 
tains provisions that the trustees for the time being (in case the institu- 
tion shall be duly dissolved, in the manner and with consent in that 
behalf required by the regulations thereof for the time being) do and 
shall, within three months after having received notice of such dissolu- 
tion from the council of the institution with their written request, sell 
and dispose of all the said plots of land, buildings and hereditaments 
belonging to the institution, and also do and shall, after payment of 
costs and charges of sale, pay the residue of the moneys arising there- 
from to the council of the institution for the time being, to be by them 
applied to and amongst the several persons who at the time of such dis- 
solution shall be hereditary and life-govemcurs of the institution ; the share 
of each hereditary governor in such moneys bearing to the share of each 
life governor the proportion of three to two. A power is also given to 
the trustees to lease, according to the written direction of the council 
for the time being, any part of the said premises not requisite for the 
purposes of the institution, for such purposes and on such terms as the 
said council may direct. 

By the deed of settlement of the personal estate of the institution, 
also dated December 26, 1832, the then existing rules of the institU" 
tion were specified in a schedule thereunder written, and thereby it 
appears that a permanent fund had been raised and vested in trustees, 
who had appropriated to the erection of the building 7,280/. Ss. 9d,, part 
of the said permanent fund in their hands. Provisions are contained 
in it for appropriating part of certain subscriptions and payments im- 
posed on the admission of hereditary and life governors to the trustees, 
to maintain and increase the said permanent fund until it should 
amount to 10,0002. (including the said 7,2802. Ss, 9(2.) Provisions 



66 

•re abo oontained in it timUar to those in the said deed of settlementi 
of the real estate for the sale and oonversiiHi into money of the said 
personal estate and effiocto of the institution, and the division of the 
money arising therefrom hi case of a dissolution among the then here- 
ditary goremors and life govemofB. By a regulation contained in the 
said schedule (and which b now the 56th regulation of the institution) 
'* any new and additional regulations for the management of the insti- 
tution may from time to time be made, and the existing regulations of 
the institution fcir the time being, or any of them (excepting the regu- 
lation respecting the dissolution of the institution) be repealed and 
altered," by special general meetings to be held as there appointed. 

Among the regulations of the institution there are the foUowing: — By 
the second regulation, hereditary goTemors are to pay on admission 
forty guineas, and an annual subscription of one guinea, or a further 
payment of 202. in one sum, at any time, in lieu of tiie annual subscrip* 
tion. By the fourth, " Such of the present hereditary goTemors as 
paid their original subscriptions of forty guineas each, on or before the 
17th day of May, 1827) and have not declared their assent to the pay- 
ment of such annual subscription, or such sum of 20/. in lieu thereof, 
shall be exempted from the payment thereof during such time as they 
continue to withhold such assent, but neyertheless such of them who 
shall at any time hereafter declare his or her assent to such payment 
shall henceforth cease to be exempted as aforeaud, and shall not there- 
after be entitied to discontinue the payment of the said annual sub- 
scription, except on paying the sum of 202. in lieu thereof as mentioned 
in the second regulation." By the sixth regulation, provisions are 
made for the transfer by any hereditary governor to any relative of all 
** his other powers and privileges, rights and interesto as such hereditary 
governor," by means of " a minute of such transfer, to be entered in a 
book to be kept for that purpose," and on payment by the transferree of 
five guineas to the institution. By the seventh, provisions are made for 
the share of each hereditary governor devolving on death upon such 
person as such deceased governor shall by will direct, and in default of 
tuch direction, on the heir-at-law: and tiie person to whom it shall so 
devolve shall pay five guineas to the institution as a fine for admission. 
By the eighth regulation, " Every present or future hereditary governor 
shall be entitied to transfer his or her share and privileges, righte and 
interesto to any person whatsoever, provided that on every transfer as 
last aforesaid the sum of 102. 10<. shall be paid to the fimds of the insti- 
tution; and that no transfer shall be made by any hereditary governor 
who has as yet withheld, and shall continue to withhold, his assent to 
the payment of the annual subscription, or the sum of 202. in lieu 
thereof, unless the party to whom it is proposed that such transfer shall 
be made shall previously give his or her assent to the payment of the 
annual subscription, or the sum of 202. in lieu tiiereof." By the tenth 
regulation, *' Every hereditary governor liable to pay the annual sub- 
scription under the second regulation, and whose annual subscription 
shall be one year in arrear, shadl be suspended from the exercise of his 
or her privil^es as governor, and if the said subscription shall be five 
years in arrear shall forfeit idl his or her privileges, righte and interests 
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as a governor of the institution, and shall absolutely cease to be a 
goTemor.*^ By the fourteenth regulation " £Yery annual governor shall 
pay to the fonds of the institution an annual subscription of three 
guineas." And by the fifteenth, *' Every annual governor whose annual 
subscription shall be in arrear for the space of three calendar months 
shall be suspended from the exercise of bis or her privileges as a 
governor, and shall pay a fine of five shillings, and the like sum in 
addition for every succeeding three months until the subscription be 
paid, and if the subscription or fine be unpaid at the end of one year 
next after the same subscription shall be payable, the name of such 
governor shall be struck out from the list d governors, and all his or 
her privileges shall be forfeited." By regulation 29, A., '* All the funds 
and moneys of the institution shall, during the subsistence thereof, be 
applied by or by the direction of the council in paying the debts 
and demands for the time being owing by the institution, and in 
carrying out the purposes thereof (namely, the promotion of lite- 
rature, science, and the fine arts) in such manner as the council 
may think proper, but no dividend, gift or bonus in money shall 
at any time or under any circumstances be made unto or between 
the governors or members of the institution or any of thenu" 

It does not appear that any dividend, gift, division (x bonus in 
money, has ever been declared or made unto or between any of the 
members of the said society, unless as aforesaid. Copies of the said 
two several deeds of settlement, of the real and personal estate of the 
Boyal Institution, and copies of the said rules, and of the barrister's 
certificate thereon, accompany and are to form part of the case. 

If the court shall be o£ opinion that the appellants have established 
their claim under the provisions of the sud statute (6 & 7 Vict, c 36), 
to be exempted from liability to be rated to the said rates, then the said 
order of sessions ammding the said rate is to be confirmed, and the said 
rate is to be amended accordingly, otherwise the said order of sessions 
is to be set aside, and the said rate is to be confirmed. 

Crompton (for the appellants) : after reading the special case. — The case 
will turn entirely upon the 1st section of 6 & 7 Vict. c. 36 (the enacting 
part of which he read). Therefore, my lords, I have to inake out that 
the property in question is part of a building belonging to a society 
instituted for purposes of science, literature or the fine arts exclusively, 
and occupied by it, and that the society comes within the other 
requirements of the statute. I was not in the case at sessions, but in 
the first place, I understand a question was raised there as to some of 
the buildings belonging to the society being let I apprehend this point 
does not apply to the present case at all. [Lord Campbell. — The 
fact of part being let cannot, I think, be material; the only question 
can be as to the application of the funds so raised. Colebidoe, J.— 
The only use to be made of such a point is, I suppose, to show for what 
purpose the society is instituted. It may be said that the society is for 
the parpose of the occupation and letting of land.] There is no pre- 
tence, my lord, for such an argument. In this case they merely do not 
occupy some part of the house," and the words of the statute are, " in 
respect of any land, houses or buildings, or parts of houses or buildings." 
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The rents receiTed are part of the fimds of the sodety, and it is just the 
same as if the society has some landed property, and the rents are 
all applied to the pnrposes of the society. [Coleridob, J. — There 
has been a case (I think the Greenwich case), in which the premises 
were partly oocnpied by the eadiibition of dwarfs, Indians, &c.J Yes, 
my lord, I was coming to that case presently, bnt that was widely 
diflerent from this case. That was Purvis v. TfvU: there there was 
a strange mixture of giants, dwarfs, American Indians, Chartists and 
others, so that, as Baron Parke said there, the institution was nine- 
tenths of its time employed for the exhibition of monsters. Here the 
parts let o£f are quite distinct from the institution, and are rated. 
[WioHTMAN, J. — But there is a per centage charged on the pictures 
exhibited.] No, my lord, those pictures which come irom a distance 
the society pays for the carriage of, and then deducts a per centage 
from the price on the selling of those sold for the expense g£ carriage. 
And this, it is expressly stated, does not amount to the expense of 
carriage. [Colebidoe, J. — It does not matter whether it amounts 
to the expense or not Lord Campbell. — Pro tanio the society seems 
to be brokers for the sale of pictures.] I think not, my lord, the 
exhibition is in reality for the advantage of artists, and for the advance* 
ment of the fine arts, and the per centage is no more than a convenient 
mode of charging the artists the expense of carriage. [Wiohtman, J. 
— But the per centage is not confined to the expense of carriage. In 
some cases it may far exceed the amount of carriage.] It may be, my 
lord, that in some particular cases the per centage amounts to more 
than the expense <k the carriage, but on the whole the sum received 
does not amount to the expense. [Colebidoe, J. — ^In the Boyal 
Academy Case, (s) a great point was there made on account of the 
sale of pictures, but there it was got rid of on the ground that there 
wss no beneficial occupation; on account of the property being, in fact, 
in the occupation of the Crown.] Yes, my lord, there it was so, but I 
distinguish the present case from the cases as to the rateability of 
property in which the question of beneficial occupation arises atalL If 
it is not Bdj then Sir M. Sheets case would be in my favour. And 
though in some cases persons pay a fee for admission, I apprehend that 
is no more opposed to the act of Parliament, than the payment by the 
members of their annual subscriptions: but the main point is, that all 
these amounts so received are applied to the purposes of the institution. 
And 80 as to the per centage on the sale of pictures: it is no part of 
those pnrposes of the society for which the premises are occupied: bnt 
the artists most have some mode of communicating with the public, 
and this is eflEected through the officers of the institution, and the per 
centage only pays for the carriage of the pictures. Probably some 
objections will be made in this case as to some of the subscribers being 
guaranteed. On this pmnt I will refer to the Birmmgham case. The 
Churckwardent of Birmmgham v. Shaw. In that case the marginal note 
is, '* that neither the right given to every subscriber of transferring hia 
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share, nor the contingencj, that whenever the society might dissolve 
itself there woald ensue a division of its property amongst the members, 
made the society other than a society within section 1, viz., a society which 
shall not, and by its laws may not, make any dividend, gift, division or 
bonns in money, unto or between any of its members." I apprehend this 
case will be decisive as to the members having an interest in the property 
of the institution, as well as on the point, which I understand is to be made 
here also, that on the dissolution of the society the property is to be divided. 
I apprehend in all these cases the society must be supported in some way, 
and if it has any permanent funds or property, these must be divided on 
its dissolution » The Legislature says by this statute, you shall not have 
any division among yourselves, but the money received shall be appro- 
priated to the purposes of Ecience, literature and the fine arts. [Wioht- 
MAK, J. — And the artists themselves may be members.] It may be so 
my lord. [Wightman, J. — It is expressly so provided by the rules: 
and all the members might be artists, or many of them might be.] It 
would be a question for the court, my lord, in such a case, whether the 
society was for the purposes of the fine arts, or for the purpose of profit 
to the members. 

I believe the point is to be made whether the subscriptions in this 
case are ^ voluntary contributions.'* As to this the court say in that 
case, "upon consideration, we think that annuaj contributions will 
satisfy the condition required, if they commence of the parties* own 
choice, are so continued, and may be withdrawn at pleasure, that is, 
without subjecting the party to any legal liability or forfeiture beyond 
that of foregoing a participation in the pleasure or profit, scientific, 
literary or artistic, in respect of which they have been made. If the 
contributor was free to commence his contribution, and incurs no legal 
obligation to continue it when he has once commenced, and upon ceasing 
to contribute will loee no more than the privilege of membership in 
respect of which he became a contributor, it seems to us that he must 
be considered a voluntary contributor, unless we add something to the 
idea of voluntariness which in ordinary language it does not import." 
This is the case here, the subscription is voluntary in the first instance, 
and when that is in arrear there are fines, and afterwards expulsion. 
Lord Denman then considers the clause as to a bonus, gift or division, 
in which the case is precisely similar to the present. In that case 
there was a rule that any member might transfer his property in the 
library to another person, and Lord Denman said, " even if it be assumed 
that by accumulation the common stock of the society increases in 
value, and that the present members be considered in some sort a pro- 
prietary body, and the respective shares of the members of that body to 
be increasing in value, and to sell at a premium ; still the profit which 
any one might make by a transfer is no dividend, gift, division or bonus, 
which the society mi^es among its members, or to any one of them ; 
the common stock remains after the transfer exactly as it was before; 
only there has been the substitution of a new member for an old one.** 
But it is argued that because on the dissolution of the society, 
the property is to be divided, this is a bonus within the meaning 
of the statute. But the statute only applies to a division during the 
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existence of the society. It seems to be decided bj that case that the 
dividing the stock of the society at the end, did not make anj difie- 
lenoe. In shcnt, my lords, the present society has property real and 
personal, bat all the purposes of the society are for the adyancement of 
science, literatnre and the fine arts. 

One of your lordships called my attention to the Greenwich case 
( AffTU T. Trail), The efiect of that case, I believe, is that the pur* 
poses of the socie^ must be bond fide for the advancement of sdeuce, 
literature, and the fine arts. The word " exclusively** in the statute 
applies to the purposes of the society, but not to the occupation of the 
premises. This case is reported in 18 Law Jouxnal, Mag. Cas. p. 57, 
and the marginal note there is, after stating the facts as to letting the 
haU for various purposes, *' Held that the trustees of the society were 
liable to poor rates, as not coming within the exemption" in the statute. 
There they really did let the building for indiscriminate purposes ; here 
the building is employed solely for the purposes of science, literature, 
and the fine arts. The Lord Chief Baron says, " When we speak of 
the institutions of a country, we mean those laws and rules by which it 
is regulated at the time we are speaking. A society cannot be said to 
be instituted for certain purposes if it b applied to other and different 
purposes;** and Mr. Baron Parke says, ^^I agree with my Lord Chief 
Baron in thinking that the word * institute ' in the statute does not 
apply to the first establishment of the society only;" and he afterwards 
adds, ** The statute does not indeed say that it shall be occupied eolehf 
for the transaction of its business, and for carrying into effect its pur- 
poses ; but when it is plain that nine-tenths of what takes place 
within its walls is utterly disconnected with science, the Legislatun 
did not intend such a society to be exempt from rates merely because it 
applies the funds derived firom the various sources mentioned in the 
case to the advancement of scien(je." That, I apprehend, is a proper 
enough distinction. In the other report (3 Ex. 349) Baron Parke 
seems to dwell upon the word solely as though that were in the act of 
Parliament. But there is no such word, and I suppose the report must 
be not quite correct. I understand a point is to be made as to this 
institution being for the purpose of education ; but the education here 
given is evidently and merely that of science, literature, and the fine 
arts. No doubt a school merely would be rateable; but the kind of 
education intended by the trust-deed is simply in accordance with the 
general purposes of the institution. I hope, therefore, your lordships 
will be of opinion that the society is entitled to the exemption conferred 
by the statute. In a city like Manchester such a society does much 
good in promoting the cultivation of science, literatnre, and the fine arta. 

HoUand (on the same side). — The first objection made at the 
sessions was that this society is for the purpose of education, and the 
case of i2e^. v. Pocock was cited ; but in that case the purpose of the 
society was education in how to teach, but here the society is for the 
purposes of science, literature, and the fine arts, and the education 
referred to is merely in furtherance of it. The next objection, which 
is based on the society's letting out part of the building, is clearly 
shown to be not effectual, by reading the words of the act of Parliament, 
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" in respect of any land, honses, or boildings, or parts of houses or 
buildings." It is clear, toe, that where there are distinct occupations, 
as in this case, the occupiers ought to be separately rated : {Rex ▼. 
SL Mary the LetSj 4 T. B. 477.) The fee paid on admission to the 
exhibition is a yoluntary contribution, and is to be put on the same 
ground as the annual subscription of the regular members. The case 
of The Churchtoarderu of Bvrmingham t. Shaw has disposed of all 
objections there might be as to the permanent fund, and as to the 
division of the property on dissolution of the society, and also if any- 
thing could be said as to premiums being paid on the transfer of shares. 
Pashky (for the respondents). — I have to submit, my lords, 
first, that the very purposes of the society, as appears by their own 
deed and rules, prevent it from coming within the exemption given by 
the statute; and, secondly, independently of all consideration of those 
purposes, that their actual occupation has been such that they are 
not entitled to the exemption. Primarily, of course, being in the 
actual occupation of valuable buildings, they are subject to the 
liability to be rated under the statute of 43 Eliz. c. 2, and I take it that 
it is for my learned friend clearly to get rid of that primary liability, 
by making out that they are within the exemption c!f the statute of 
Victoria. Kow the case of Purvit v. Trail shows that to exempt 
from rateability the society must be constituted solely for the purposes 
mentioned in the recent statute. The effect of the clause is, that it 
should be established and occupy the property exclusively for the 
purposes described. No question arises here as to the words 
*' literature" or "science" in the statute, but my learned friend has 
not sufficiently drawn attention to the expression " fine arts." Painting, 
sculpture, engraving, and architecture are certainly included under the 
term " fine arts;" but beyond this we begin to find some difficulty in 
drawing the distinction. A piece of porcelain, whether manufactured 
at Sevres or at Dresden, or in our own potteries, may be a work of art, 
and even of a fine art The potter's operations are certainly an art, 
but in their ordinary character a useful art rather than a fine art. 
[Lord Campbell. — The Portland vase is surely a piece of fine art ?] 
Yes, my lord, no one can doubt its being entitled to a high rank among 
the products of the fine arts. The standard has sometimes been said 
to be that a work of fine art gives pleasure to the beholder. Perhaps 
it may be difficult to apply this standard. However, in the special 
case the purposes of this society are stated to be a " museum or place 
of exhibition for works of art and science, antiquities, and specimens 
of natural history, and for the delivery of public lectures on subjects of 
science, literature, or the arts." Now the arts here meant may well 
include the useful arts. And " lectures on subjects of science " is a 
wide phrase. Chemistry is a science in one sense, but a lecture might 
be delivered (and it would be within the purposes of this society) to 
workmen in a chemical factory as to the mode by which they are to 
perform their work. The alkali manufacturer might be told practically 
how to mix common salt and sulphuric acid in a furnace, in order to 
produce most cheaply the desired results of certain chemical combina- 
tions. [Lord Campbell. — Mere manipulation is not science.] No, 
my lord ; but under the words of their deed, which I have just read, 
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the insHtntion may be applied to such purposes. Almost anj purpose 
within the whole circle of the arts in ihe widest sense, indn<Ung all 
mechanical and nsefnl arts, wonld be nithin these words. Certainlj, if 
the institution had a large enough building, it might be used for such s 
great industrial exhibition, largely consisting of objects bel(»iging to the 
useful arts, as is about to take place in the neighbourhood of this court 
in the month of May next. [Lord Campbell. — If you so critically 
examine the words in any case it will be a difficult thing to apply the 
statute.] My lord, the meaning of the word "art'' no doubt yaries 
according to the person using it, and I submit this must be considered. 
The question here is, whether the founders of this institution have clearly 
limited it to purposes of the fine arts alone, as distinguished from 
everything else that the general word arts may comprehend. There 
can be no reason for supposing these Manchester manufacturers and 
merchants to use the word *' arts" in the narrow sense of *' fine arts" 
only: they are familiar in their daily industry with the great inrentions 
of Watt and Arkwright, and with the workis of the useful arts which 
surround them. A society of painters or sculptors might use the word 
differently : a Michael Angelo, in speaking of the arts, might perhaps 
mean the fine arts alone ; so might any artist of the present day. 
When Servins, in his commentary on Virgil, speaks of "art," the 
grammarian means the art of grammar; (Q and grammar, rhetoric, 
and logic constituted the Academic trivium ; and a graduate in the 
faculty of arts, at either Cambridge or Oxford, at the present day, who 
spoke of having taken his degree in arts and not in law, would denote 
by the phrase those arts which bis university cultivates. Perhaps the 
Oxford man might be presumed to have studied logic. When Virgil 
spoke of those — " Inventas aut qui vitam excoluere per artes" — he 
included in his description the discoverers of the various arts, useful 
as well as ornamental, which had benefited mankind ; and JEschyltta, 
in his Prometheus, uses the word with a similarly wide meaning. On 
the other hand, many persons, and especially those connected with the 
various branches of industrial labor of the present time would by 
'' arts" mean the industrial arts more particularly, and it is probable 
that in such sense an inhabitant of Manchester would use it. 

And then comes the widest part of all of the purposes of this sode^, 
" and otherwise for the imparting and difiusing of education and know- 
ledge consistent with the general purposes of the said institution." 
Now, I should like my learned friend to tell me what there is in educa- 
tion that would not come within these words. [Lord Campbell.— This 
certainly appears to include elementary education.] Then, my lord, I 
will at once call the attention of the court to the case of Reg. v. Pococh^ 
in which it was expressly decided that the purpose of general education 
is not within the statute. There it was held that ^ an institution for 
the promoting the education of the labouring and manufacturing classes 
of society of every religious persuasion," and of which the grand object 
was ^* to promote education in general," "was not instituted for pur- 



(Q Servius on Virgil, ^neidos vii. 787, " Legitur in Arte, quod torn, 
magis, maxime, tninus, mmtme, positive tantum jungantur." 
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poses of sdenoe, literature, or the fine arts exdoflively." And Lord 
Deoouui sajs, in delivering his jndgment, ** The purposes of this insti- 
tution are, I think, not exclosiTelj those mentioned in the act; they 
comprehend also objects whieh probably are quite as useful, but which 
are not those described. I, therefore, cannot say that this society falls 
within the aot" And Mr. Justice Patteson says ** Then, as to the 
question whether the society comes within the act. I cannot see how a 
society, established for the purpsse of educating the labouring and 
maau&cturing classes can be said to be a ' society instituted for purposes 
of science, literature or the fine arts, exdusiirely.' " [Lord Cahpbbll.— 
This deed seems to be finamed with conveyancing verbosity, and very 
unfiivourable to the exemption.] I submit, my lord, that the words 
are very large, and are not at all such as to bring the institution within 
the words of the statute. [Lord Campbell. — What are the words on 
whieh you mainly rely?] It is dlflScult, my lord, to limit my objection 
to any particular words, when all the language used is so general, but I 
•think the widest are, ^ otherwise for the imparting and difliising of 
education and knowledge consistent with the purposes of the institution.*' 
[Lord Cahfbblu — ^But must not those words be taken in connexion 
with the* words which precede?] They mean something more, for the 
phrase is *'and othervrise," &c I submit, my lord, that the education 
being consistent with the purposes of the institution would include any 
kind of education, for no education would be inconsistent with or opposed 
to the purposes of the institution. I therefore submit, my lords, that 
the woM *' arts*' being alone used here, it is not limited to the fine arts 
as is required by the statute: and being used in such a place as Man- 
dhester rather tends to strengthen the inference that it is not so limited. It 
may certainly be said, with much reason, that what used to be called 
the liberal arts would fairly be included under the word as here used. 
Next, my lords, oomes the question as to the actual proceedings of this 
■ociety, and I will fint refer to a few other lines in the special case. It 
is stated (reading the specnl case (see p. 64) from " Conversaziones, 
wMea or other meetings of the membera," to ** but does not amount to 
the expenses cf carriage)." Now, as to the sale of these pictures, the fact 
that the per centage does not on the whole exceed the amount of car- 
fiage has nothing to do with it. They may sell six good ones, and 
rixty of such an inferior sort as that on the whole there is no profit 
This is, perhaps, another point, and on which I need hardly occupy the 
time of the court But to confine myself to the question cf the exemp- 
tion, I would refer to the case of Pww v. 7Va»2, where it was decided 
that " a society instituted for purposes of science, literature or the fine 
arts is not exempt unless their premises are occupied solely for those 
purposes; therefore, where such a society let their premises for other 
purposes, they were held liable to be rated, although the funds were 
applied to the objects of the institution." This case shows that two 
things must concur, the society must be entitled to the exemption by 
its rules, and its occupation must be solely for the purposes of science, 
literature or the fine arts. [Colbbidob, J. — The mode of occupation is 
evidence of the purposes of the institution.] Yes, my lord, and there- 
fore, i{ 1 show that the user here is such as to make it rateable, then it 
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is rateable on the priaciple laid down by the old anthorities, altbongh 
there maj not be any profit on the whole a£Bur. In Reg. r. Sterrif 
(12 Ad. & £.84), it was held that the tmstees of a school belonging to 
the Society of IViends, were rateable in respect of the school-honse, 
from which there was on the whole no profit derived, there being wm^ 
payment by the scholars, and so a revenne from the bnilding, though it 
was insufficient for the support of the school. [Lord Campbell. — It 
may be assumed there is a beneficial occupation here. The object of 
this act of Parliament is to make societies exempt which by tiie old 
law were liable to be rated.] Just so, my lord, and therefore we 
return to the question whether the proceedings of this society are 
within the statute. In Purvis y. Trails Mr. Baron Parke said, "sup- 
pose the society converted two-thirds of their premises into butchers, 
and bakers' shops, would they not be liable to be rated, notwithstanding 
they expended the profits in the purchase of globes and astronomical 
instruments? The section must mean occupied exchuwely for the 
purposes of the society. Here the society occupy partly for one purpose 
and partly for another.** Kow, can it not be said here that the purpose of 
the society is to make money, as a broker by the sale of paintings? 
[Lord Camfbell. — The thing is, you see, that that very money is made 
in the promotion of the fine arts.] It may be that it is so, my lord, but I 
think the court will not presume that these actual sales are for the pro- 
motion of the fine arts or that they really do so. I submit that theikct 
of the sales makes the society rateable, and it does not matter whether 
there is a profit resulting from them on the whole. The case of Reg, r. 
The Baptitt Missionary Society (10 Q. B. 884), was as to a society which, 
it is stated in the note, " is chiefly supported by voluntary contributions, 
and in part by the interest of a fund; and no member derives any 
private advanti^e from his connection with it-. The premises comprise 
various apartments, the whole of which are required for the purposes of 
the society, but which are at times used by other societies ot the same 
nature, who in return contribute a part of the expense of the lighting, 
warming and cleansing of the premises; but the sum so contributed 
does not exceed the expense incurred in consequence of thdr use of the 
premises. The society prints reports and periodicals, which are stored 
on the premises, and occasionally sold there, but at less than their 
prime cost; the proceeds of such sales being carried to the credit of the 
society. Held, that the rate was good, for that there was, under the 
circumstances, abenefidal occupation by the society." [Coleridge, J.— 
That case was not within this act of Parliament at alL] No, my lord, 
I believe it was not But the p<nnt decided there wss that the money 
being obtained by the sale of books, makes the society rateaUe, though 
there is on the whole no profit made by the society. I rely, therefore, 
my lords, in the first instance on the substance cf the deed : and my 
learned friend has suggested nothing as a ground for confining the word 
** arts" there used to the fine arts. And, secondly, I rely on the actual 
proceedings of the society, which are such as to take them out of the 
exemption. There is also, my lords, a question to be raised in this 
case as to the division of the prop«ly on dissolution, whidi will be 
azgned by my learned friend, Mr. Wheeler, who is wiUi me. 
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Wheeler (on the bum side). — ^I shall only address myself, my lords, to 
ihe points not referred to by my learned inend, Mr. Pashlqr. I submit 
that this institution is not sapported in part by annual voluntary con- 
tributions. For the purpose of this aigumsnt I refer your lordslups to 
the fourth regulation of the institution (p. 66), and also to the tenth 
rule (p. 66). In the case of The ChmrchnDardent of Birmingham ▼. 
Shauy Lord Denman defines what construction is to be put on the words 
^ Toluntary contribution'* in the statute, and says, ^ Upon consideration, 
we think," &c. (reading the passage referred to by Mr. Grompton, see 
p. 69). I submit that under these rules the privileges as members are 
to cease, but not the liabilities. [Lord Campbell. — But may not a 
member resign his interest?] I apprehend not, my Lord. [Colebidob, 
J. — But even if that wen so, how would it affect the case? Ton must 
show that all other subscribers are excluded: the words of the statute 
are '* wholly or in pert." How does it appear that this institution is 
not supported in part by such subscriptions?] I apprehend, my lord, 
that the meaning of the statute is confined to cases m which there is 
property belonging to the institution, or some other source of income, 
and that none of tiie subscriben must be under compulsion. I contend 
also, my lords, that the power which the society has to lease its pro- 
perty shows a power to let that part of the property which they now 
occupy. For instance, they might occupy it for three days of the week, 
and for the other three days of the week let it for some other purpose. 
There is one ftct as to the sale of paintings which I would just men- 
tion, a fact of which, I presume the court is cognizant, namely, that a 
catalogue is printed and soldin the rooms of the institution. [The learned 
gentiemen on the other side objected to such a statement being now 
made, and it appeared there was no statement of such a fact in the 
special case, and the point therefore was not further argued.] I now 
oome to the making a division of the property of the institution. 
Though I admit that it has been decided that the division mentioned 
in the act of Parliament is not a division after the dissolution of the 
■pdety, I think the act does contemplate the case of a deferred bonus, 
gift or dividend. The funds may be so arranged as merely to defer 
the actual divirion for some purposes. By the trust deed in this case 
provision is made for a fund to accumulate; therefore when the con- 
venient time comes, the members may divide this accumukted fund 
and all the property of the society among themselves. [Colbbidob, J.— 
But after all it is only a division after the dissolution of the society.] 
I submit, my lord, it is not so. It is a payment into the hand after 
the dissdntion of the society, but there is, m fact, an annual accumula- 
tion of property preparing for the division. There is only one other 
point, my lords, and tiiat is suggested by a part of the judgment in 
the case of The Churchwardent <rf Birmingham v. Shcao: Lord Denman 
there says **we find that the society at an annual general meeting, 
passed a rule exactly in the words of the statute: no question, there- 
fore, can arise, unless they have retained some rule which is incon- 
sistent with this, and can still be acted on, or they do in foci nuke 
some dividend, gift, division or bonus in money to or between any of 
the members." Now I submit, my lords, that in the present case the 

s 2 
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parties have retained a rule which can still he acted on, ineonsisteDft 
with the role reqoired hj the etatnte, that snch sodetj maj not make 
any division. This role b the 56th (p. 65). [Lord Campbell. — The 
society may not by its mles make a division, and evezy society neces- 
sarily has a power of making rules.] This society has a rale that one 
of its roles shall not be altered, bnt there is nothing to prevent them 
to-morrow altering their rale that no bonns, gift or division be made. 
[Lord Campbell. — Then it would cease to be within the exemption.] 
Bnt I apprehend, my lord, the privilege given by the Legislatnre is to 
societies which are of a permanent nature, and not subject to soioh 
ohanges as tiiist 

Jamary 28, 1851. 

Lord Campbell delivered the judgment of the court— We are of 

vpinion that this case cannot be materially distinguished from The Bir^ 

mmgham cote in the 10th Queen's Bench Beports, the authority of which 

was not disputed on the part of the respondents. The Boyal Mtochester 

Institution appears to us to be established exclusively for the purposes 

of science, literature and the fine arts: it is supported whdQy by annual 

voluntary contributions, and by its laws it may not| while it subsistB, 

make any dividend, gift, division, or bonus in money unto or between 

any of its members. The members seem to have had in view sincerely and 

disinterestedly the object which they professed, and not to have had te 

their object their own recreation and amusemenL The building was 

erected from funds subscribed by shareholders, and it is yestod in 

trustees upon trust to permit it to he used for purposes of literators, 

science, and the fine arts; lectures are given on literary and scientific 

subjects, to which officers of the army, literary and scientific persoos, 

artists and other strangers are admitted gmtuitously on applicatioa to 

the committee. Any of the lectures whidi are not given gratuitons^ 

are paid for by the society. At the conversaziones, soir^, and other 

meetings, literary and scientific papers are read ; the person who reads a 

paper having power to introduce twenty friends, and the leading litezaiy 

and scient^o persons in the neighbourhood have free admimdrwi. 

Booms in the institution are devoted to the exhibition of paintings, and 

the artists are assisted in the sale of their works, without any view to 

profit on the part of the society. There is likewise a museum for 

antiquities and specimens of natural history, and the expense is chiefly 

defrayed by the subscriptions of the memben. This \ifajig.primd facie 

a society within the scope of the act of Parliament, we have to "«^™*"* 

the objections made to the exemption claimed. 

The first is fonnded on the powers vested in the trustees to let off 
any part of the building not required for the use of the society. A 
part is let off to tenants, but for this part an exemption is not claimed 
and the tenants are rated. The Greenwich case (JPunrii v. TraS) does 
not apply, for there the premises for which the exemption was daimed 
were rented at a profit, for the exhibition of giants and wild inaiii^ 
The case here finds that the rents received frmn the tenants finm part 
0^ and are applied to, the general funds of the society. 
Another objection is made upon the fact that when paintings ooming 
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from a distaoce are sold at the exhibition, the sodetf deducts fiye per 
cent, of the price, which is represented as a commisnon, and eridenoe 
of carrying on a trade for a profit; but the case finds that the society 
pays the carriage of these puntings, and that this per centage is applied 
to, but is insofficient for the purpose and does not, defiraj the expense of 
the carriage. No dednction is made from the price c^ the paintings 
exhibited by resident artists. The arrangement, therefore, complained 
of la evidently made with a yiew to the encouragement of the fine arta. 
The next objection arises from the expression in the trust deed thai 
the building is to be used ^ for the exhibition of works of art and the 
delivery of lectures on sulrjects of science and literature, and on the 
arts; and likewise for the diffusion of education and knowledge.** It 
18 aigued this would authorize any system of religious or secular educa- 
tion, which, upon the authority of R^. y. Pocock, cannot be considered 
as coming within the scope of the 6 & 7 Vict. o. 36; but the education 
and knowledge here mentioned may be inferred to be such as is com- 
municated by lectures, the exhibition of paintings, and other methods 
of the same nature. But to remove all doubt upon this subject, the 
words are added, *' consistent with the general purposes of the said 
institution.** We do not think a school for any elementary education, 
or for bible reading, or teachers, would be consistent with these purposes. 
It is then said that this is a society for profit because strangers are 
admitted to the exhibition of paintings on paying a small fee at the 
door; but the money thus reoeiyed is applied to the purposes of the 
society, and may be considered as the voluntaxy contribution of visitors, 
who, for the time, are admitted to the privilege of members. 

Lastiy, comes the objection that, by the deed of settlement it is 
expressly declared that on a dissolution of the society the property 
belonging to it is to be sold, and the proceeds, after payment of the 
debts, are to be divided among the members. This is not against any 
positive prohibition in the statute^ but the re8pondent*s counsel suggests 
that it might enable the members to accumulate a large capital, and to 
divide it among themselves, increased by the saving <^ the poor rates. 
This deed of settlement, however, only expresses a power which would 
impliedly belong to the trustees of the members, and which was relied 
on in The Birmingham cote. Lord Denman, delivering the judgment of 
the court there, says, " No law of the society can prevent its dissolution, 
and a consequent division of the common stock; for any law made for 
the purpose might, of course, be repealed bythe authority that made it: 
this sort of division, therefore, the legislature did not intend to prevent" 
If any such scheme of accumulation as is suggested could be proved to 
have been made, then the society would not be established exdudvely 
for the purposes of sdence, literature, and the fine arts; but here there 
is no reason to suppose any view to profit is entertained, and therefore 
the ultimate right to a dividend after this society is dissolved is no 
answer to a claim of exemption while the society exists and honesUy pursues 
the laudable objects for which it is formed. Upon the whole, we are of 
opinion that the learned Becorder decided properly in amending the rate 
by striking out the assessment upon the society, and the rule for quashing 
the order of sessioos ought to be discharged. Rule dmharged. 
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COURT OF QUEEN'S BENCH. 

Jamiary 18, 1851. 

(Before the same Judges.) 

Thb QnxEir v. Bobbbt Brandt, John Fredebick FoetEB, 
Joseph Peel acd Paul Ferdinand Willeet. 

The Becorder of Manchester, on this appeal confirmed the poor rate 
made for the township of IMbnchester, on 24th June, 1849, in which 
the appellants were assessed as occupLers of a bnUdlng called the Canoert 
Hall, subject to the opinion of the court on the following case: — 

The appellants are rated at 5001 net annual ralue, and it is admitted 
that the grounds of appeal are suffident to raise the questions arising 
out of the case. 

The building in the said rate mentioned is called the Manchester 
Concert Hall. It was built by a society of the same name partly from 
funds subscribed by about nghty individuals who were among the fiist 
subscribers to the society, who held in trust to secure to ihe aboTe 
parties the money so adyanced and interest, and subject to that, in trust 
for the said society. The money so advanced was originally 8,0002. The 
society is composed of six hundred subscribers, comprising a peer of the 
realm, clergymen, baronets, members of parliament, magistrates, bar- 
risters-at-law, doctors of medicine, and other professional men, bankers 
and merchante, who are admitted by ballot, and who respectively pay 
an annual subscription of &l 5a^ and of giKut subscribers, who are also 
admitted by ballot, and who respectively pay an annual subscription of 
21 12«. 6d The society is wholly supported by these annual subscrip- 
tions. Copies of the rules of the society and of the deed declaring the 
trusts of the building are to be taken as part of the case. 

The present mortgage debt is 6,000t <»ly; the original debt having 
been reduced by payments made out of the subscriptions: interest on 
this debt at the rate of 5t per cent, is also paid out of the subscriptions 
to the parties who advanced the money or their representatives, but 
such parties have no benefit or superiority over the subscribers, and 
simply receive the interest on tiieir advances. The majority of persons 
to whom such money is now owing are subscribers. 

The society has in the said building an organ, which cost about 5007., 
also two ornamental looking glasses, let into the paneling of the room, 
which cost about 200/L, also chairs, cushions, and other furniture. 
These have all been paid for out of the funds of the society. The annual 
subscriptions amount to upwards of 3,0002. : the chief rent and costs of 
repair of the building and additional furniture are paid for out of this 
fond. The debt has been reduced from time to time (and will be so 
until paid oSj) by payments out of the funds of the society of sums of 
money among the lenders — all of whom were subscribers to or members 
of the society, but some have ceased to be so. The number of members 
or subscribers being limited, persons desurous of being subscribers and 
who are on the list of candidates, have to wait until vacancies occur. 
The number of candidates being great, persons have had thdr names 
down for several years before they have been elected members. 
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The said buildisg is used by the said society fm the giving of oon- 
oerts and mnsical entertainments to the subscribers and parties admitted 
bj tickets issued to sabscribers, and for transacting the other business 
of the sodetj. Each subscriber is entitled to receive and does receive 
two tickets for admission to each public or dress concert, which tickets 
are transferable to ladies generallji and to gentlemen who do not reside 
within six miles of Manchester, and to the ^^ucui subscribers who have 
no tickets issued to them. Of these public or dress concerts there are 
about seven aunually. Each subscriber and each qwui subscriber is 
also entitled to admission for himself without ticket to each private or 
undress concert, and each subscriber may give orders for the admission 
of four peraons to each undress concert. There are about six undress 
ooncerts annually. Most of the vocal and instrumental performers are 
paid out of the funds raised by the said subscriptions. The expenditure 
annually on this account is upwards of 2,0001 Printed and written 
music is also purchased for the use of the said society out of its funds. 
The music performed and practised is, generally speaking, of a high 
class. There is no other society in Manchester where music of a high 
class is performed. It has tended to the promotion of music in the 
town and neighbourhood of Manchester, and has decidedly improved the 
science and practice of music The society spends considerable sums 
of money among the professors of music and musicians. A professor of 
music, highly skilled therem, has b^en induced by this society to come 
&om the metropolis and settle in Manchester: he would not remain 
were the society discontinued. 

One concert was had in the said building in the month of December, 
1848, for the benefit of the Manchester £)yal Infirmary, to which the 
public generally were admitted by tickets issued by the officers of the 
infirmary. The sum raised by the infirmary, by the sale of tickets of 
admission to this concert, amounted to the sum of upwards of 1,0002, 
Ko portion of this sum was received by or came into the hands or 
power of the subscribers to the concert hall, or their directors or 
treasurer; the use of the building having been allowed gratuitously by 
the directors for a concert for the benefit of the charity. It does not 
appear that any dividend, gift, division or bonus in money, has ever been 
made to or between any of the members of the said society, unless as 
aforesaid. It is admitted that the said rate has been (except as to the 
liability of the said building) duly made in all respects. It is admitted 
also that all the formal requisites of the 2nd and 3rd sections of 6 & 7 
Vict. c. 36, have been duly complied with. The recorder was of opinion 
that this society came within the exemption of the above statute: but 
that the appellants were liable to be rated, inasmuch as the building 
was used for the before mentioned concert in December, 1848, and 
accordingly confirmed the rate. If the Court of Qneen^s Bench shall be 
of opinion that the said appellants ought to be rated in respect of the 
said building, then the said rate is to stand confirmed: but if the Court 
of Queen's Bench shall be of opinion that the said appellants ought not 
to be rated in respect of the said building, then the stud rate is to be 
amended by striking out that part thereof in which the said appellants 
are so rated. 



BO APPENDIX, 

In the deed of declaratioo of tnut of the land and building 
of this aocietj (agreed to be taken as part of the above case), 
and dated 24th Angnat, 1831, the onlj parte bearing en the present 
qneationa were the following. By this deed the property was Tested in 
the tmstees upon tnist, in the first place, for the several creditors who 
had advanced the sum of 8,00OJL, for securing the repayment of their 
principal and interest: **and in the meantime, subject as aforesaid te 
the payment of the said sum of 8,000/. and interest, and from and 
after payment and satisfaction thereof, upon trust to pennit and sufler 
the said concert hall and premises to be used for the purposes of holding 
therein the concerts to be from time to time given by the said institu- 
tion, and otherwise to be used and employed for such purposes^ and m 
such manner in pursuance of the objects of the said institution, as by 
the committee of management, and conformable with the regulations of 
the said institution, shall from time to time be directed, subject never- 
theless to the several provisions and stipulations hereinafter contained." 
After provisos giving the trustees power, under certain conditions, to 
lease, or to sell any part of the premises not requisite for the purposes 
of the institution, and to exchange or mortgage the premises, there 
was a proviso that on the dissolution of the institution being " finally 
determined and agreed upon according to the rules of the said institu- 
tion," the trustees should forthwith absolutely sell the premises, and 
stand possessed of the moneys arising from such sale, upon trust to pay 
such charge as might then remain on the property, and to pay the 
residue into the hands of the committee for the time being, and it wae 
thereby declared that the moneys so paid to the committee should ''be 
paid and applied to such persons, and in such manner as the said 
committee lor the time being may think fit, for the promotion and 
encouragement of music within the town of Manchester aforesaid." 

Among the rules (also agreed to be taken as part of the case), only the 
following had any bearing on the questions. The first rule was; ^ The 
purpose of this institution is and shall be exclusively the promotion of 
the science or art of music within the town of Manchester, by the 
giving of concerts or other musical performances at the concert hall, 
now belonging to the institution, or at such other place within the 
township of Manchester as may be provided for the purpose, pursuant 
to the rules of the institution; the performances to be open to the 
subscribers or members of the mstitution, and to ladies or strangers 
introduced by them, or otherwise, as the committee of management from 
time to time shall direct, within the restrictions of the rules of the 
institution, and the institution to be supported wholly by the annual 
voluntary contributions of its subscribers or members." The second 
rule was; " The number of subscribers to be limited to 600; each of 
them shall be entitled - to two tickets, one for his own admission, and 
the other transferable to ladies or strangers, and in the event of a 
subscriber not using a ticket, the same to be transferable in like 
manner.** The thiidwas; "Tlie subscription to be five guineas per 
annum, payable half-yearly in advance, on every Ist day of January 
and 1st day of July.** By the fourteenth rule, ** Candidates, whose 
names shall have been on the list for admission as members for one 
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month, may be voted or balloted for as qvati rabaoribeny And if 
approved of, maj, on the payment of an annnal sum of two gnineaa and- 
a-balf^ payable in advance on the let of Janoary in each year, be 
deemed adnuBsible by a sabecriber'a ticket to the pablic concerts, and 
(without farther order) to the private concerts, tmtU snch time as they 
shall in rotation be eligible as ordinary snbscaiben, bat they shall not 
be entitled to any other privilege as members of the institution.*' The 
S4th rale adopted the provision in the tmst deed as to the «j^ 
plication of &» fonds on ^ssolation, and oondoded with the role 
leqoired by the statute against a dividend or division in money between 
the members. By bye-laws regnlattons were made as to the admissioa 
of ladies and strangers, and of the mode of conducting the concerts. 

PaaMejf (for the respondents). — ^Wonld the court allow my learned 
friend Mr. Wheeler to read the spedal case for me, as the afiieo- 
lioa of my throat to-day makes me desire to nse it as little as I 
conveniently can? [Lord Campbell. — Certainly.] Whetler read 
the special case. Paahley, — In supporting the judgment of the 
court below, I shall submit to your loidships that the learned 
Recorder of Manchester rightly confirmed the rate in question, 
not so much perhaps on the ground on which it was confirmed, as on 
the other and more important ground that the very respectable society 
which enjoys so much good music as is stated in Uie case does not, by 
its constitution, at all come withm the contemplation of the statute oi 
6 & 7 Vict e. 36, as being exempt from rateability in respect of this 
music halL It is necessary to refer to two or three of the rules of the 
society: they are made a part of the case. The purpose of this society, 
according to its first rule, is the promotion of music " by the giving of 
ooncerts or other musical performances,'* &c. (p. 80). This is the 
Ist rule, the 2nd is " The number of subscribers,'* &c. (p. 80); and 
by the 17 th rule, gentlemen not residing in or within six miles of Man- 
chester are to be considered strangers. Therefore, by this rule, ladies 
are admitted wherever they may come from. Also the 14th rule is, 
** Candidates whose names," &c. (p. 80). By the 24th rule there is a 
jirovision that all the funds of the society may be expended in paying 
the debts and demands of the society, which is perfectly general. 

Those, my lords, are the more material of the rules of this society 
Now, your lordships will at once see that the general purpose of this 
society is to give to a very large body of persons much amusement and 
entertainment within the walls of the Concert Hall. So that, as music 
and dancing usually go together, and have done so from a very early 
period in the world's history, it may very well happen that the society's 
proceedings assume a resemblwiee to the performance at our Opera 
House in the Haymarket, or at the Aeademie de Munquef as the 
National French Opera is termed in Paris. [Lord Campbell — Is not 
music a fine art?] It may be exercised as a fine art; and perhaps, my 
lord, it may be conceded that there is a science even of dandi^: tibiere 
are certain principles of graceful movement, which might be considered, 
and expounded in a scientific lecture on dancing. And some part of 
music is certainly an art, and so some of the professors of music no 
doubt call it generally a fine art But it certainly was not one of the 
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liberal arts among the andenta? ita pftetioo waa oaofiaed to the aiavwa: 

it waa degrading for a free citizen to practioe it. It ia tmdoaVtadlj a 
aoanio art: it was one of the artes ludwrae, aa they were called, the 
profeeaion of which rendered a man infiunona at Borne. («) Now, it ia 
dear that the membeia m$j, by meana of thia aodetj, get this apedca 
of amnaement — ^theae ooooerta — at a somewhat cheaper rate than they 
would obtain it if they allowed a Jnllien, or any other caterer ibr the 
amnaement of the pabllo, to administer it to them. The mnaic, my 
lords, is thns described in the case; after mentioning the pnblie and 
private concerts, it continnes (reading the spedal case from " Most of 
the vocal and instmmental performen," &c. (p. 79) to "where mnaio 
of a high class is performed. ) Now, what ia meant by a high daaa I 
do not know. It la a very indefinite phrase. It maybe chnreh music 
of a high chua, or it may be secular mnaic: it maybe songs of a hi(^ 
dass, or it may be mnsic for dancing of a high dass. And then it 
oontinnes (reading in contmnation frrai " It has tended,** ftc, to " he 
would not remain were the sodety discontinued.'') [Lord Camfbbu*. 
-—The statute doea not require us to look to the efiect of the sodety.] 
No, my lord. Then the words of the statute are " Any sodety insti- 
tuted forpnrposes of sdence, literature, or the fine arta." Now, it ia 
dear this sodety is not instituted for the purposes of sdence, or of litem* 
tnre, and the question therefore is, is the purpose of this sode^ a 
purpose of the fine arta, withm the meaning of the atatute? I waa 
anzioua, my lords, to find some definition of music, and after looking to 
yariona phues I found that the eminent Dr. Bumey gives us a d^ni« 
tion of mudc. [Colbbidgb, J. — Snrdy mudc ia one of the fine 
arts?] It may be so^ my lord, and no doubt ia so to a certain ex- 
tent, and undor given drcumstances, but ita mere practioe is not ao 
nnder aU drcumstances. The definition given by Dr. Bumey in faia 
learned and voluminous work, " The History of Mudc," is the fdlowing, 
** Mudc is an innocent luxury, unnecessary to our existence, but a great 
improvement and gratification of the sense of hearing." (v) [Colb- 
BiDOE, J. — ^That ia anything but a definition.] Pe^ps a better at- 
tempt was made when it waa said by Bousseautobe the art of combining 
aounda in a manner agreeable to the ear, (w) but I submit that in any 
event it cannot be add that the mere praetice of mudc under all dr- 
cumstances can be cdled a fine art. 

But, my lords, we must look more dosdy at the purpoeea of this 
aodety, to see whether it can possibly be sdd to be exdudvely for 1^ 
purposes of the fine arta. The purpose really ia ** the giving of con- 

(«) IMgest m 2. 1. ** In&mia notator qui artia Indicrae promm- 
tiandive causa in scenam prodierit," 

(v) *' The History of Mudc," Yd. I., p. xviL (DefinitioDS.) 
(w) Boussean*8"DictionnairedeMu8ique''T.''Musiqne." "L'artde 
oombiner les sons d'une mani^ agr^ible k Tordlle. Get art devient 
une sdence, et m^e tr^ profonde, quand on vent trouverles prindpes 
de ces eombinaiaons, et les raisons des afiectiona qu'dles nous causent. 
Aiistide Quintilien d^nit la mudque I'art dn beau et de la d^nce 
dans la voix et dans les mouvemens." 
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«ett» or other musieal perfbrmaooes at the Conoert H«U, or at such 
other place within the townahip of Manchester as may he prorided for 
the pttrpoee," for the entertainment of the subecrihera, and the mere 
"tifiing of the words ** science, or art of music," u idle, when we see what 
are the real pnrpoees of the society, namely, the giving mosical per- 
formances. And the fact stated that a professor of mosio has come 
there firom London, shows nothing whatever as to the society being 
really for the pnrpoees of mnsic. 

Then, my lords, as to the ground on which the learned Becorder 
held this society to be rateable. To the present case, the case of Purvis 
r, T^-aUy which yon have already had brought before your attention is 
partioolarly applicable. It appears that in 1848 a concert was held 
£sr the purpose of the benefit df the infirmary. Beyond doubt a good, 
* proper, and a laudable occupation of the premises, and more than 
1,000/. was actually raised by the occupation on that day. It does not 
matter for the present question that the infirmary officers issued the 
tickets; the occupier allows another person to come in and occupy the 
pi^mises: and though the occupation was but for a day, the pr(^t of 
1,000/. was thus made. And, my lords, if the society may permit the 
infirmary to occupy on one day, why may they not permit its occupation 
flat other purposes? And it can make no difference whether the 1,000/. 
was made by one occupation or by fifty occupations. I contend then, 
my lord, that this society is not one of those within the meaning of 
this statute.; The statute appears to have been passed for the purpose 
of benefiting societies for the advancement of science, literature, or the 
fine arts, such as were founded all over Italy in the 16th century, and 
which aftervards spread over Europe, and such as the Boyal Society 
and similar institutions in this country. My lords, I have also to 
aabmlt that my learned friend would be just as much entitled to the 
•xemption for this society if dancing was substituted for music throughout 
this case. Of course, if Taglioni or any other celebrated dancer danced 
at Manchester, it would tend to improve the taste for dancing. [Lord 
Campbell. — Is dancing a fine art?] I think, my lord, the graceful 
and beautiful motion in dancing might be called a fine art as much as 
music, and I take it that they always go together; and I do not see 
how any definition can possibly be framed to include music as a fine 
art which would not include the other. The fine arts, properly so 
ealled, clearly include painting, sculpture, engraving, and aitdiitecture, 
the plastic arts (die bildenden kUnste) of our neighbours the Germans, 
whidi are perhaps somewhat less comprehensive than our fine arts, or 
the Beaux Arts of the French: (a;) but when we get beyond these 
plastic arts there is considerable difficulty in drawing a line of distinc- 
tion. Among the ancients, although music entered largely into every 
scheme of education, and the principles of music were scientifically 
discussed by several writers whose works have been collected by the 



(x) The AcadMe des Beaiux Arts in the French Institute is divided 
into five sections, 1, Peinture; 2, Sculpture; 3, Architecture; 4, Gr»- 
▼ure; 5, Musique (composition). 
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leamed Meibomiiu, yet the pnbHc praetioe or perfoni»nce of mnric was 
not eren a liberal art [Lord Gamfbbll. — ^Among the Oreeks nromo 
was a liberal art] Yee, mj lord, in Greece it was different, bat I 
refer to the Roman world, by means of which we received the liberal 
arts. And I snbmit, my lords, that the mere practice and perfonnance 
of mnsio is not a fine art It is the mnsical compoeer, if any, and not 
the man who plays the fiddle or the bagpipe that cnltiTates a fine art 
If playing on the bagpipe be practising a fine art, dancing a hornpipe 
may be so likewise. I submit that in such a statute the words '*fine 
arts" cannot be so expanded in meaning as to include the present case; 
and that therefore, both on the ground on which the learned Recorder 
put his decision, the judgment is .'supportable, and also on the ground 
that the real purpose of this society is not one of the fine arts. 

WheeUr (on the same ride). — I shall merely add a few general 
remarks about the rules of the society. And I submit, in the first place, 
that the parties claiming the exemption must bring themselves clearly 
within the statute. The society in this case consists of six hundred 
members : it is under the management of a committee of twelve persons, 
of whom four only are in the words of the rules " musical directors," 
and this committee of twelve has the exclurive right of admission of 
every member of the society : and by the rules, any five of these persona 
would have the power of excluding any person. These twelve persona 
are subject to no control, except a triennial meeting. I submit that 
this proves that there is no pretence fbr saying that the purpose of this 
society is music. As to the quati subscribers; a stranger is not 
admissible by a ticket obtained firom a subscriber, but a person may 
become admisrible by such a ticket by paying two guineas and a hatf 
per annum, and thei'efore the ticket is in fact sold to the quasi sub- 
scriber, though the amount is paid to the funds of the society and not 
to an individual subscriber. [Mr. Pashley said he saw nothing to 
prevent the subscribers selling their tickets to the quasi subscribers.] 
Perhaps they might do so^ and if they should, then there is a double 
sale of the tickets; and I submit that at any rate the subscribers may, 
by this means, obtain a bonus in money which is prohibited by the 
statute. 

Cron^Um (for the appellants). — ^I have to contend, my lords, that the 
first part of the recorder's dedsion is correct, and that in the second 
part he is incorrect My learned fiiend, Mr. Pashleyt endeavoured to 
contend at first that muric was not a fine art [liord Gampbkll. — 
I think you may take it, Mr. Grompton, that it is so.] Then, my 
lord, taking it as clear that music is a fine art, the only question 
therefore is, whether this society is for the purpose of that art If the 
society is for this purpose, it does not matter that the members receive 
amusement in the ctdtivation of it. [Lord Gahpbell. — Sir Isaac 
Newton no doubt recrived pleasure in the purauit of the most scientifio 
of his studies.] Ko doubt, my lord. This institution has greatiy 
promoted the cultivation of music in Manchester, and one of the results 
of it is that Handel's, and the very best music, is now introduced in 
Manchester to all the working classes, at an admission of Zd, each. 
[^Pathkjf. — This is not at the institution now in question. It is at 
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the Free Trade Hall, and there they pay SdL each, and pay poor tatea 
as welL] I know it is not at the Concert Hall, bnt it is the 
resnlt ot' the taste for mnsic which this society has cnltiTated. Aa 
to the oonstitntion of the society, there is nothing in it to prevent its 
oonung within the clanse of the statute. As to mnsic not being a 
fine art, it does not matter what it was among the Romans, bnt from 
the time of Orphens downwards, it has been always coneidned one of 
the highest subjects to which a man can turn his attention [Cols- 
BiDGE, J^ — Suppose twelve gentlemen were to hire a house, and hold 
meetings there for the practice of music, say a club of twelve, would such 
8 house be esonpted?] I should say, my lord, such a dub would be 
rather for the purpose of their own amusement, and would, therefore, not 
be within the statute, but perhaps it might be exempt, and at any rate 
this society is not a mere club of twelve gentlemen. [Lord Campbell. 
•—Can you, Mr. Crompton, vary the form in which you have put it, any 
further, so as to distinguish this from a club of twelve gentlemen?] 
I do not know that I can, my lord, but I am not sure but that such a 
dub would be exempt. 

In reference to tiie other point as to the sodety having granted the 
use of their building to the infirmary, I contend that one such occupa- 
tion cannot make the society rateable. A great singer, as Jenny Lind, 
comes to Manchester, and by her generosity is willing to assist the 
infirmary, and that institution applies to this sodety for the use of their 
hall, which is granted to them free. How can it be contended that a 
single occupation in such a way can for ever afterwards taint this 
institution, so as to take it out of the exemption. [Lord Campbell. 
-^This occupation was not in the period for which the rate is laid. 
PcuMey. — It was, my lord, in the period immediately preceding, and 
the rate is prospective, and what we say is, that there is nothing to 
prevent them from doing so again, or from granting or letting it for 
other purposes. Lord Campbell. — ^The question is, what likelihood 
is there of its again being so employed?] I fear there is very littie 
probability of it, my lord. Perhaps there might if two such ladies 
as then appeared, again came to Manchester. But I am afraid they 
will be very carefol not to be liberal again, if it exposes them to the 
danger of being rated. Such a result would be quite opposed to the 
general purpose of the act of Parliament. 

Cleeuiby (on the same side). — The sodety is for the purpose and 
practice of music, and although the members may receive amusement, 
the sodety is not for amusement, nor is that solely the result Every- 
thing shows it is for the promotion of music, and we are told it has 
been greatly effectual for that purpose. 

January 28, 1851. 

Lord Campbell delivered the judgment of the court. — In this case 
we are of opinion that the Manchester Concert Hall is liable to be rated 
to the relief of the poor We do not think that the sodety by whom it 
is occupied, can be considered as established exdusively for purposes of 
sdence, literature and the fine arts. We do not doubt that music is 
one of the fine arts, but it appears to us that the prindpal object the 
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memben have in Tiew U their own amnsement, and not the adnmcemeiit 
of that art hj which that amnsement is contributed Let ns see the 
history and natnre of the institnticm as in the case submitted to ns. 
The Concert Hall was bnilt at an expense of 8,000t by the Manchester 
Concert Society, the moneys beinir borrowed for that jmrpose; it was 
▼ested in tmstees to secnre the repayment of these adyanoes with 
interest, and subject to that in trust for the society. The society hag 
six hundred members, consisting of Parliament men, baronets, bankers, 
magistrates, barristers -at-law, and the wealthiest inhabitants of Man- 
chester, with a peer of the realm at their head. The members are 
admitted by ballot, and pay an annual subscription of five guineas, 
"there is another class called ^puui members, likewise admitted by ballot, 
who pay an annual subscription of two guineas and-a-half ; the sub- 
scriptions, after paying the current expenses of the institution, go to 
keep down the interest on the mortgage, and to pay off the principal, 
which is now reduced to 6,000/L Among the expenses are the purchase 
of an organ for 5002., the purchase of an ornamental mirror which cost 
2002., and the purchase of other things seemingly of the most luxurious 
description. The annual subscriptions exceed 3,0002. The society is 
in high repute, and eagerly sought after, so that, the number bong 
limited, candidates are obliged to wait for years before they can be 
balloted for. The building is used for giving concerts to the sub- 
scribers, and parties admitted by the use of the tickets of subscribers. 
The concerts are divided into dress concerts and undress concerts, 
which are respectively subject to various regulations particularly 
defining the candidates to whom tickets shall be transferable, and the 
privileges of quasi subscribers. Most of the vocal and instrumental 
performers are paid out of the funds of the society, whilst some of the 
members appear to perfoim gratuitously. We are to determine whether 
this be a society which the Legislature intended to exempt from the 
payment of poor rates, not injuring, by that exemption, those paupers 
who receive parochial relief, but laying an additional burden on the 
class immediately above. Such being the intention of the Legislature, 
we are bound to give it effect ; but though the object of the society is 
amusement, a very laudable one, and the art of music is encouraged by 
it, it can only be regarded as a club of six hundred gentlemen who are 
associated for the amusement of themselves, and their families and 
friends. 

In considering whether any society is entitled to the exemption 
nnder the act, we must see whether the promotion of science, 
literature or the fine arts, be the final object of the members: if so, thej 
are entitled to exemption, though they may incidentally enjoy the 
pleasures that arise from intellectual and refined pursuits; but where 
their own amusement is the final object, we think it was not intended 
to give any such premium as a virtual rate on the inhabitants of the 
town in which the place happens to stand. It is certainly found fay 
the sessions that a taste for music has been promoted in Manchester by 
this society; indeed, that a professor of music has been induced by this 
society to oome from the metropolis and to settle in Manchester, who 
would not remain there If this society were discontinued. We tnut 
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thai the society 111*7 ^^«^ floaritb,— paying its poor ntes,— st any rate 
we cannot distinguish this from any other public place of amnsemeni 
oondooted in a great town by subscription. If a theatre were established 
on the same footing, it would hare an equal claim to exemption; and 
the same arguments might be urged in favour of a subscription ball- 
room. In the Greek mycology there was a muse of dancing as well as 
of music We look on this institution as totally diffiurent from the 
Binningham Libraryi or the Manchester Institution, where the members, 
not for their own gratification, bat for the good of others, by oultiTating 
in them a taste far literature, science and the fine arts, subscribed 
money. They may, therefore, be fiurly supposed to be objects of the 
special fsvour of the Legislature, at the cost of the whole parish. 

Had this musical club been otherwise entitled to the exemption 
claimed, we should not have thought it was disentitled by the accidental 
use of the room on one occasion, in the year 1848, for a purpose of 
pure chari^. But we think that on broader grounds, the Becoider 
ought to have held the rate was properly imposed, so that though we 
differ from him in the grounds of it, we confirm his decision, and 
the role for quashing the order of sessions will be discharged. 

Buh diichargetL 
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Another case on the statute 6 & 7 Vict, c 36 has been decided in' 
the Court of Common Pleas (on 2nd May, 1851) since the preyiona 
sheets were printed : Earl of Clarendon and others ▼. 7746 Bedor, ^^ 
qfSL James f Weetmineter, The question was, whether the appellants^ 
as trustees of *' The London Library" were rateable ; and it came 
before the court as a special case, stated by consent of the parties 
without trial of the appeal at the sessions (under 12 & 13 Vict, 
o. 45, s. 11.) 

This society was instituted for the purpose of forming a large lending 
libraiy for the use of the members, and the books were deposited, and 
its business transacted, at No. 12, St James's Square, in the parish of 
St. James, Westminster. The only pecuhar fiMSts in the case were thus 
stated in the special case: — '*The sopiety has caused a catalogue of 
the books in its possession to be printed at the expense of the society, 
copies of which catalogue are sold to the members, and to any other 
persons applying for them, at the said house, at a sum below the cost 
price of printing.** **A portion of the said house is used for the 
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meetiogB held by a certain Bodetj called the Philological Society ; 
another portion of the said house b enb-let for the transaction of its 
business to a certain society, called the Statistical Society; certain 
portions of the said house were also used, from the Ist of January to 
the 24th June, 1849, for the transaction of its business, by a certain 
society, called the Haklnyt Society." The Philological and Statistical 
Societies pay rents to the London Library, making together 185/. per 
annum ; and these ** are wholly expended in defraying the expenses 
of the said society called the London Library. The Philological 
Society, the Statistical Society, and the Haklnyt Society, are sererally 
societies established for purposes of literatnre and science exdu- 
siyely." ^ The London Library had obtained the barrister's certificate. 
The Philological Society and the Statistical Society have, since the 
commencement of the year 1851, obtained from the said barrister 
certificates that they are entitled to the benefit of the last-mentioned 
act. The question for the opinion of this court is, whether, under the 
circumstances above set forth, the said Earl of Clarendon, SiCj as 
such occupiers of the sud bouse as aforesaid, were or were not, at the 
time of the making the said rate, by virtue of the last-mentioned act, 
entitied to exemption from liability to be assessed or rated to any local 
rate within the meaning of the last-mentioned act in respect of such 
occupation of the said house as aforesaid." 

The coart decided that the appellants were not exempt The ques- 
tion raised by the case was simply whether the society had so used the 
whole of this building as that the appellants were exempt in respect of 
it The statute, besides requiring the society to be instituted for pur* 
poses of literature, which the authorities showed that this was, required 
that the bmlding in respect of which they claimed to be exempt should 
be ^ occupied by it for the transaction of its business, and for carrying 
into efiect its purposes." In the present case it was impossible to say 
that the appellants were occupying the whole of this building for the 
purposes of their own business. 

Judgment for respondents. 

This case decides that if a society otherwise entitled sub-lets premises 
to societies instituted for purposes similar to its own, but which have 
not obtained the barristOT's certificate, the former is not entitled to 
exemption for all its premises. It is, tiierefore, a confirmation of the 
opinion expressed at p. 26, that even if a socie^ lets its premises for 
scientific, &c., purposes only, still this would prevent the exemption 
applying in respect of these premises. It should be observed that the 
question whether a partial exemption could be claimed (in respect of 
the part occupied by the London Library itself, see p. 27) is not raised 
by the special case, and seems, indeed, untouched by the result It 
may also be noticed that the societies to whom the premises were sQb-> 
let did not obtain the barrister's certificate until after the rates in question 
had become due. In a case in which the fact was different in this 
particular, an argument might be founded on the distinction, though it 
is difficult to see sufficient ground for holding that this di£foience 
would a£foct the liability of the society letting the premises. 
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AGRICULTURE, not wholly science, 24. 

AMUSEMENT, must not be final purpose of society, 11, 26, 86 (see 
also Pleasure). 

APPEALS, 35; by society for refusal of barrister*s certificate, 35, 47 ; 

form of submission to quarter sessions, 36; notice of appeal not 

necessary, 36. 
by society against rates, 37, 47 ; against poor rate, must be to next 

general quarter sessions, 37 ; fourteen days' notice and gronnds 

must be served, 37 ; form of, 38. 
by ratepayer against barrister's certificate, 39 ; must be to quarter 

sessions within four months after first rate made, 6, 39 ; fourteen 

days' notice and grounds must be served, 40; form of, 40; and 

recognizance entered into, 40; reason of this appeal problematic 41. 
by ratepayer against rate, 41 ; notice and grounds must be served on 

overseers and persons omitted or under rated, 42 ; fonn of, 42. 

ARCHITECTURE, a fine art, 22. 
ART, 20; means practice or action, 21. 

ARTS, classification of, 21; distinction between arts and fine arts, 21, 

24, 71. 
" fine," « mechanic," « polite or elegant," " useful," " liberal," « base 

or servile," " plastic," "beaux," (see these words respectively). 

BARRISTER'S CERTIFICATE, society must obtain, 4, 33; not con- 
clusive that society is entitled, 6, 34 ; must be given on three copies 
of the rules, 34 ; and on any alteration of the rules, 34 ; appeal 
against (see Appeai^). 
■ ■ - REFUSAL OF CERTIFICATE, he is to give reasons 

'for, in writing, 34; society may submit these with rules to the 
quarter sessions, 35. 

BASE OR SERVILE ARTS, 21. 

BEAUX ARTS of the French Academy, 22, 83. 

BENEFICIAL OCCUPATION, 11 ; profit on the whole undertaking 
not necessary for, 12, 74; scientific, &c., societies have, 12, 73. 

BIRMINGHAM NEW LIBRARY, case as to rateabihty of, 7. 

NEWS ROOM, case as to rateability of, 6. 

BOXING, a mechanic art, 23. 
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BRITISH AND FOBEIQN SCHOOL SOCIETY, ease as to rate- 
ability of, 5. 

CEBTIFICATE (see Babbisteb). 

GHABITIES, propertj in possession of public, exempt from rates, 3; 
policy of this, 56. 

CHARITY once nsing societT's premises, does not mske society rate- 
able, 11, 87. 

CHEMISTRY includes science and art, 17, 24. 

CHURCHES AND CHAPELS exempt from rates, 3, policy of this, 
58. 

CLASSES for the fine arts nnobjectiooable, 44; for languages and 
history, 44; for sdenoes, 45; for mere arts objectionable, 45. 

COMMENT on Churchwardens of Birmingham v. Shaw, 31. 

— - Beg. V. Jones, 19. 

— ' Overseers of Manchester, 24, 31, 33. 

PhilUps, 19. 

Pocock, 23. 

COMPOSITION " musical," " prose," (see these words). 

CONTRIBUTIONS to the society, 28; must be wholly or in part 
annual voluntary, 4, 28; result of this, 29; what are voluntary, 
8; need not be gratuitous, 8, 29. 

CROWN, property in possession of the, exempt from rates, 3; policy of 
this, 55. 

DANCING, a fine art, 22. 

DISTRESS to enforce rate, society cannot bring action for, without 
appeal, 7. 

DIVIDEND, gift, &c, in money, society must not make, 4, 29; 
must be expressly prohibited by rules, 4, 30; indirect form of, not 
allowable, 30 (see also Diyisiom). 

« 

DIVISION of property of society on dissolution not prohibited, 9, 77; 
commented on, 31; rule providing for, allowable, 32,46, 77. 

DRAMA, the, a fine art, 22. 

EDUCATE, teaching how to, not within the 6 & 7 Vict. c. 36, 6; 
commented on, 23. 

ELOCUTION, a fine art, 22. 

ENGINEERING includes science and art, 17, 24. 

ENGRAVING, a fine art, 22. 

f2 
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''EXCLUSIVELY," 24; reason ibr this in fhe ststate, 49; meantf 
**» a final parpose," S5; societj nukj be for purposes of science, 
&c, thoogh it has property which it lets, 60. 

EXEMPTION from rates, premises oocnjned by the crown, the pabliC4 
tharitable institntions, scientific, &c. societies, 3; chnrches and 
chapels, 3; nnoocupied premises, 3; policy of these, 55 (see 
Policy). 

— — «-«_. under 6 & 7 Vict, five requisites to, 4, 35; 

perhaps society may haye partial, 27, 88 ; is from all rates but those 
leyied nationally, 35; may be contested on appeal against rate hj 
ratepayer, 41 ; policy of, 58 (see Polict). 

EXHIBITIONS of paintings by society, admission of strangers to, on 
payment of fee, allowable, 10, 77 ; selling paintings and deduction 
of per centage on price, allowable, 10, 76. 

FENCING, a mechanic art, 23. 

FINE ABTS, 20, 21, 24, 71, indndes painting, sculpture, engraving, 
architecture, and music, 22; probably also poetry, the drama, 
elocution, prose composition and duidng, 22; perhaps also 
teaching, 23. 

FINES, the existence of, does not prevent exemption, 28, 29. 

FORM OF NOTICE of appeal against rate by society, 38; against 
allowance of barristei^s certificate, 40; against rate by rate- 
payer, 42. 

RULES for society, 47. 

SUBMISSION of rules and barrister's reasons for not 
certifying to quarter sessions, 36. 

GREENWICH INSTITUTION, case as to rateabiHty of, 7. 
HISTORY included in ''Literature," 18. 

'' INSTITUTED " means ** present porposes," 13 (see Pubposbs). 

INSTITUTES AND INSTITUTIONS (see Socisrr and Mechanics' 
InffnTDTEs). 

INSTITUTION and proceedingi must concur to form exemptum, 14. 

LANGUAGES, the study of, included in literature, 18. 
LAW (see IKulb). 
LEAPING, a meehanic art, 23. 
LECTURES usually unobjectiimable, 44. 
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LETTING of bail or roama makes th« society rateable, 7 ; does so 
when let for purposes of science, &o^ 2Q, 88 ; whether, if part 
let, society rateable for the remainder, donbtfnl, 27, 46, 88. 

LEGAL COUNCIL to frame statutes, adyisability o^ and of ^nisteT 
of Jostioe, 2. 

LIABILITY to rates of all property in general, 2 ; exceptions, 3. 

LIBERAL ARTS, 21 ; mnsic commonly classed among, 22; not so by 
the Romans, 22, 82. 

LITERATURE, 18, inclndes history and the languages, 18; itself not 
an end of study, 5, 18; can be the purpose of a society, 19; not 
confined to bound or printed books, 20. 

LONDON LIBRARY, the, case as to rateability of, 87. 

LORD ADVOCATE or his depute to giye certificate in Scotland, 34 
(see Babbisteb's Cbbtificate). 

MANCHESTER CONCERT HALL, case ss to rateabiUly of, 11, 78. 

MEANING of "science, literature, or the fine arts,** 15; (see also the 

words respectively). 
— — words, necessary to find exact, 15. 

MECHANIC ARTS, 21, includes fencing, boxing, leaping, wrestling, 
tennis, &c., 23. 

MECHANICS' INSTITUTES, intended to be included m the statute, 
3, 52 ; few are so, 52. 

MEMBERS individually may hare object of pleasure, yet society be 
for purpose of science, &c., 25. 

MUSIC, a fine art, 11, 22, 84, 86, commonly classed among the 
Hbend arts, 22; not so by the Romans, 22, 81; it is a scenic 
art, 82 ; definition of. Dr. Bumey's, 82 ; Rousseau's, 82. 

MUSICAL COMPOSITION, a fine art, 22, one of the divisions of the 
'* Academic des Beaux Arte," 22, 83. 

NAVIGATION not wholly science, 24. 
NOTICE OF APPEAL (see Appeals). 

OCCUPATION of exempt premises must be by the society solely, 7, 
26, 46, 74, 88; reason of this, 41; result of it, 27, 50. 

" OB" in the statute means ** and" when necessary, 13. 

PAINTING, a fine art, 22. 

PABTIAL EXEMPTION, perhaps society may have, 27, 43, 51, 64, 88. 

PERMANENT FUND, rules may provide for accumulation of, 33, 46. 
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PLASTIC ARTS of the Germans, 22. 

PLEASURE usnallj draws membera together 25; maybe the final 
purpose of individuals 25; but not of society, ll, 26, 86. 

POETRY, a fine art, 22. 

POLICY of exemptions from local burdens, 55 ; as to property in the 
oocnpation of the Crown or the pQb]ic,55; public charities, 56; 
scientific and literaiy societies, 58 ; as to unoccupied buildings, 
56; churches and chapels, 58; no good reason for any of them, 59. 

6 & 7 Vict, c 36 (see Statutes). 

POLITE or ELEGANT ARTS, 21, 22. 

PRACTICAL directions to societies, 43 ; purposes, 44 ; operations, — 
lectures, 44; classes, 44;— Kxscupation, 46; subscriptions, 46; 
rule prohibiting dividend, &c., 46 ; barrister^s certificate, 46 ; 
appeal against rate, 47 ; submission of rules to quarter sessions, 
47 ; form of rules, 47. 

PREMISES exempt firom rates (see Exemption). 

of society to be exempt must be occupied solely by society, 

7,26,46. 

PROCEEDINGS of society must concur with institution to create 
exemption, 14 ; if they difier, by what authority is it ? 14. 

PROPERTY of society, sale and division of, on dissolution, aUowable, 
32 (see Division). 

PROSE COMPOSITION, a fine art, 22. 

PUBLIC, property in possession of the, exempt from rates, 3. 

PURPOSE of 6 & 7 Vict. c. 36 (see Statutes). 

PURPOSES of society must be science, &c., exclusively 4, 13 (see also 
Sogiett). 

RATEABILITY of property in general, 2, 55; exceptions from, 3, 55. 

RATEABLE VALUE, an estimate of the net annual value, subject to 
rates, &c., 42. 

of society's premises, same as other property if 

society chargeable, 42 ; but only of premises let, if partial exemp- 
tion sdlowed, 43. 

RATEPAYER may appeal against barrister's certificate, 39 ; or against 
rate, on the ground that society is omitted or under rated, 41 (see 
Affeals). 

RECOGNIZANCE must be given by ratepayer appealing against 
certificate, 40. 

RELIGIOUS purposes not included in the statute, '5. 
TRACT SOCIETY, case as to rateability of, 4. 
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REPORT of Earl of Clarendon v, St James, Westminster, 87. 

■ Reg. V. Brandt, 78. 

■ OrerseeEi of Manchester, 64. 

ROYAL MANCHESTER INSTITUTION, case as to rateabiUty of, 
10,64. 

RULE for transfer of shares in society allowable, 9 ; for sale of pro- 
perty and division of proceeds on dissolution of society allowable, 
10, 32, 46; prohibiting dividend, gift, &c., in money, must be 
express, 4, 46; providing for permanent fond aUowable, 33, 46. 

RULES, three copies of, mnst be sent to barrister, &c., for his certifi- 
cate, 34, 46 ; alterations in must be sent to barrister, 34, 47 ; 
after tbey are certified to be filed with the rolls of the sessions, 34 ; 
form of, 47. 

SALE of paintings, deduction by society of per ceutage on, allowable, 10. 

SCIENCE, 17 ; limited to knowledge not including practice, 17 ; forms 
part of every subject of study, 18. 

■ ■ literature and art, the statute intended to promote, 3. 

— — ' — —literature or the fine arts, 15; diflSculty of construing, 15; 
wide construction should be put on, 16; must be exclusive pur- 
poses of society, 4, 13, 44. 

SCULPTURE, a fine art, 22. 

SHARES in society, rule for transfer of, allowable, 9. 

SOCIETY must be instituted for purposes of science, &c., exclusively, 
4, 13, 44, 49 ; this may be so though it has property which it 
lets, 60; proceedings of, must accord with institution, 14, 44; can 
have literature for purpose, 19; this not sufficiently considered 
perhaps, 19 ; can have science, &c. for purpose, though pleasure 
an object of members individually, 25. 

must solely occupy their premises, 7, 26, 46, 50, 88. 

must be wholly or in part supported by annual voluntaiy contribu- 
tions, 4, 28, 46. 

must not make any dividend, gift, &c. in money, 4, 29 ; must ex- 
pressly prohibit it by rules, 4, 30, 46; may be proprietary, 33; 
may accumulate permanent fund, 33, 46. 

must obtain barrister's certificate on rules, 4, 33 ; must give parish 
notice of the exemption, 34; if afterwards rated cannot, without 
appeal, bring action for distress, 7, 34; if barrister refuse certifi- 
cate, may submit rules and his reasons to quarter sessions, 35 ; as 
to appeals by society (see Appeai^). 

letting hall or theatre only, may perhaps have exemption for remain- 
der of premises, 27, 43, 88. 

doubly exposed to being appealed against, 41. 

SOCIETIES of rich men perhaps only intended by the statute, 16. 
■ practical directions to, 43. 
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STATUTES, adviBabilily of legal oonnca to frame, 3. 
43 Eliz. c 2, 57, 71. 
17 Geo. 2, c. 38, 8. 4, 37. 
41 Geo. 3, c 23, s. 4, 42. 
69 Geo. 3, c 12, 57. 

3 & 4 WilL 4, c 30, exempts chnrches, chapels and places for 
religions worship, from poor and chnrch rates, 3. 

6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 96, s. 1, 42. 

4 & 5 Vict, c 48, 56. 
-6 & 7 Vict, c 36, 61, eithe^ tmjnst or a failure in legislation 

1, 61, exempts scientific and literary societies from local rates, 2 
purposes of, 3; intended to promote science, literatore and art, 3 
and probably to include all societies that do so, 16; probably not 
to priyilege proprietazy institutions, 33; but they seem included 
by construction, 33; contains five requisites to the exemption, 4; 
policy of, as premium to society, 49; as exemption from parish 
and local burdens, 55. 

12 & 13 Vict c 45, s. 1, 36, 37, 40. 
s. 11, 87. 

13 & 14 Vict c. 99, 57. 

SUBMISSION TO QUABTEB SESSIONS of rules and barrister's 
reasons for refrisal of certificate, 35; advisable to ba in writing, 
36; form of, 36.' 

TEACHEFS OFFICE, too commonly depreciated, 23. 

TEACHING, perhaps a fine art, 23. 

TENNIS, a mechanic art, 23. 

TRANSFER OF SHARES, rule for, allowable, 9. 

UNOCCUPIED PREMISES exempt from rates, 3; policy of this, 56. 

USE OF SOCIETY'S PREMISES on one occasion for purpoie of 
charity, does not make it rateable, 11, 87. 

USEFUL ARTS, 21. 

VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS (see CoMTBXBvnmB). 

WAR, not wholly science, 24. 
WRESTLING, a mechanic art, 23. 
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I. 

€i)t frattitr nf IHiirtgagBS nf EjkI hii4 ^rannd 6stat^ , 

With Precedents of Forma adapted to every kind of Mortgage Security. Br 
WiLLTAML Hughes, Esq., Barrister-at-Law, author of *' The Practice of Sales 
of Beal Property.** In 2 vols. Price Sis. 6d. cloth; 35s. 6d. half-calf; 37«. 6^. 
calf; Is. 6d. extra for iQterleaving each VDlnme. 

2. 

The Second £)dit«0D of 

With Precedents of Forms adapted to the present state of the Law. Comprising 
Particulars and Conditions of Sale, Contracts, Conveyances, Assignments, 
Disentailing Deeds, and every mode of Assorance £or conveying taodsd PrO^ 
perty. By William Hughes, Esq., Barrister-at-Law. Price Sis. 64. 
cloth; 35s. 6d. half-calf; 37s. 6d. calf; and Is. 6d. extra for interleaving 
each volume. N.B. — It contains the New Stamp Duties. 

3. 

Adapted to the present state of the Law, with copious Notes and Instructions, 
and including every kind of Conveyance, Settlement, Conditions of Sale, Agree- 
ments, &c. &c. By Wi^i'iAM' Hughes, Es^., Barrister-at-Law, author of 
*• The Practice of Sales," arid ** The Practice of Mortgages " In parts at 58. 6d. 
each, on the Jst of each alternate mon^ To be completed in 3 v6ls. Vol. I. 
is now ready, price, in cloth, 36s.} half-cal^ 39s.; cAlf, 40s. 

4. 

With copious explanatory and practical Notes. By Wiluak Hughes, Esq., 
Barrister-at-Law, author of '' The Practice t)f Sale^,** " The Practice «f Mort- 
gages»" and "Concise Precedents in Modem Conveyancing." In rojral Svo., 
price 5«. boards; 5a. 6d. cloth. In 12mo., 4r. boards; 4s, 6d. doth. 

- K.B.'— This is in two forms, 8vo. and lirno., so as to bind up or be a Supplement to 
all -existing Works on Stamps, or on Conveyancing ; and It may be had either sewn or 
in tASrds, or bound. Price 8vo., 5s. boards ; 5s. 6d. clotli; Ss. half-calf; Bs. calf 
l2mo., 48. boards ; 4b. 6d. cloth ; Ss. 6d. baU<«alf ; 6s. 6d. calf. 

iiigl(j?5's im^ltit Mlt nf dl % • fjBttJig stamps, ' 

For suspending in Offices for reSdy reference. It contains all the existing 
Stamps sad Exemptions, with Comparative Tables of ijbe Old and New Dntiea; 
By William Huohbs, Esq., Barrister-^t-Law. Price Ss. plain; en tmsteboaix}, 
4s.; on canvas, glazed, with rollers, 5s^ Copies staibped % traastnlssion by 
post, sent free to any person enclosing 24 postage stamps. 

a2 
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6. 
The Second Edition of 

tJft l^mHn of Wi\i3 mdK liimmistrEtutns, 

From the instructiont for making of the Will to the final diistrihntion of the 
Estate, with nnmerons Precedents enlarged. By Gboroe S. Alsjxvtt, Esq., 
Barrister-at-Law. Price 15b doth} 17b. half-hound; ISs. bonnd; and l8. 6d. 
extra for interleaving. 

7. 

Unl f mfint; flnl Cimmiminiiii €im in ill 1^ Cimrti. 

Complete in 2 vols., comprising the Cases in all the Conrta from 1844 to 1847. 
This valaahle hody of Beal Property Law will he supplied in 2 vols., hound, 
price 208. each Tolume. 

8. 

ftjit Xtm imiii %Hrtnt nMn^ to tit; ^hI( mt tmsfn nf 

iwmimtt f statw m %rt\mX 

As regulated hy Statutes 12 & 13 Vict. o. 77 (the Encumhered Estatea Act), 
and 12 & 18 Vict, c.99 (the Act concerning Judgments.) With Introductory 
Ohsenrations on Titles to Estates in Ireland, as afiected hy those Statutes^ 
Ezplanatofy Notes, Forms, the New General Bules and Practice for regulating 
pnceedingB for Sale of Encimihered Estates, and a very copious Index. By 
■Jahes 0-Dowd, Esq., Barrister-at-Law. Price 6b. boards; $8. half-bound; 
98. calf; and Is. extra for interlearing. 
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1. 
ftiit Hagiitrate sail Bfiimrqml ml l^mt^ Itm^tL . . 

On the let of each Month, 

Edited by A. BiTTUcsrojr and Edward W. Cox, Esqrs., Barristers-at-Law. 
A record of Magistrates' Law of permanent value, as contained in all the New 
Statutes and decisions. Its contents comprise, — 1st. The continuation of 
"Bittleston and Pameirs Magistrates Cturts' Cases," paged for separate 
binding. 2nd. The Statutes and parts of Statutes relating to Magistrates and 
Parish Officers' Law. 3rd. Beriew of Magistrates* Law of the Month. 4th. 
Comments and Precedents. 5th. Correspondence and Intelligence. It is pub- 
Ui^ed on the Ist of each Month, price, stamped for post, single numbers. Is. Id., 
double numbers, la. 7d« Vols. I. ^d II. are ready, price of Vol. I., 258. 6d.; 

Vol. II., 21b. 6d., ea0b half-bound. 

N.B.— The Numbers already published contain, among other usefal subjects, a 
Monthly Beriew of the Kew Magistrates and Parish Law of the preceding Mooth» bf 
the Editors : ** the Duties, Bights, and Powers of Magistrates, by T. W. SAmmj^ 
Esq., Barrister-at-Law. **How to read a SUtnte;" *'The Bating of Bailways;^ 
** Quarter Sessions Procedure; " by E. W. Cox, Esq., Barristei-at-Law. "The Law 
of BemoTal;" "The Nuisances Acts;" by A. Bittlistoh, Esq., Barrister-at-Law. 
**The New Criminal Law;" by P. Pakitzll, Esq., Barrister-at-Law. "The Law of 
Settlement ; " by G. W. Foots, Esq., Magistrates' Clerk, ftc. frc. The back numbers 
■lay sdll be had. 

Jyote.— The purpose of this Periodical is to provide for the use of Magistrates' Clerks, 
Practitioners in Magistrates' Courts, and Magistrates, all the Law which they requiie 
la be acquainted mth, or for reference, in a compact form, and at a trifling coat, 
without the introditctiott ef branches of tho Law in which they have no concern. 

4 ^ortfiflh. for ptutrvmg ik§ emrmk mmben of (he Magitirate. Prioe'U. 
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2. 

MAGISTRATSa^ CODBTS AKD f^ABISH LAW. 

To be administered by Magistrates, comprising all the New Statutes and pisrts 
of Statutes relating to Magistrates, Moaidpal, and Parochiid Law, with Notes 
and a copious Index. In one pocket v^ume. Bj Adam Bittlbstoit and 
Edwabd W. Cox, Esqrs., Barristers-at-Law, editors of ^ The Magistrate and 
Municipal and Parochial Lawyer." Price 48. 6d. boards; 6s. e]o£; 6s. half- 
bound; 7s. bound. To be continued regularly. 

The following Statttfes are conUuned in this volume: — 

1. Begistrarof Metropolitan Public Carriages Act. 2. Commons Inclosure. 3. Brick 
Duties. 4. School DUtricta Contributtons. a. Parish ConBtablea. 6. Acts of Parlia- 
ment Abbreviation. 7. Fairs and Markets. 8. General Board of Health. 9. Larceny 
summary JariadicHon. 10. GonTiet Prisons. II. Inoorporatton of Boroughs Conlir- 
matioa. IS. liosa Societies. IS. Stock in Trade. 14. Metropolitan Interments. 
15. Population. 16. Factories. 17. Vestries and Vestry Clerks. 18. Highway Rates. 
19. Borough Bridges. 20. Public Libraries and Museums. 21. Commons Inclosure 
(No. 2.) 28. Excise Sugar and Licences. 28. Turnpike Jioads. 34. Castoms (Man- 
chester.) 85. Police Superannuation Funds. 26. The PubUo Health Supplemental 
Act, 1850 (Na 2.) 27. Borough Gaols. 88. Mercantile liaiine. 29. Customs. 
aO. Ben^ces in nurality. 81. Small Tenements Rating. 83. Inspection of Goal Mines. 
88l Poor Relief. 34. Union of Liberties with Counties. 86. General Board of Health 
(Ko. 8.) 86. Friendly Societies Act. 

.Also, the Magistrates and Parish Law Statutes of 1849, prioe 5a. 6d. boards; 
or Uie two bound together in one volume, price 10s. 6d. 

3. 

H^-'&ui far 3SHgi5tntbs CnnrtH Ettit torter ^mvm, 

Gontsimng the fdlowing werfeS) required for hourly referenoe, bound together 
in law calf or in circuit binding, price 248., with coloured paper to mark the 
divisions, namely:-* 

BADTES'S ACT fisr REGULATION OF QUARTER SESSIONS PRACTICE and 
APPEALS. By Saunuess. 

SAUNDERS'S ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE ACTS. SaooMD Edition. 
. COX'S PRACTICE OF POOR REMOVALS. Sboond Edition. 

SAUNDERS'S NUISANCES REMOVAL ACTS. SaooMD EoinoH. 
' COX»S NEW ACTS for the AMENDMENT of the CRIMINAL LAW. 

SAUNDERS'S LAW OF BASTARDY. Second Edition. 
. COX'S CROWN AND GOVERNMENT SECURITY ACT. 

C»X'S LAW OF SPECIAL CONSTABLES. 

4. 

The Second Edition of 

» 

With all the Cases decided to the close of Trinity Term, 1849, and the Statutes, 
Forms, and Index. By Edwabd W. Cox, Esq., Barrister-at-Law. Price 48. 
boards; 4s. 6d. doth; 5s. Sd* half-bound; 6s. 6d. bound; Is. extra for inter- 
leaving copies. 

. 5. 

4^ %m /nniltli( Inritttts Iti tf is^a 

With Introduction, Notes, and a copious Index. By William Patebson, Esq., 
Barrisier-at-Law, author of *^ Joint-Stock Companies Act," &c Price Is, 6d. 
sowni 2a. cloth; ds. half-bound; 3s. 6d. bound. 
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& 
The Seeond EdStioD of 

€)^ aiiiniraBtriitnni nf SratiK Irta, 

With fill the Fonns, ,aq Introdaction, Notes, and vwj copious Index. By 
Thomas W, Sausoebs, I^sq., Barrister^at-Law, author of " The New Magis- 
trates and Parish Officers' Law," &c Price 7h. doth; Ss. 6d. half^bound ; 
9s. 6d. law-oalf ; and Isi. extra for inteilea?ing. 

7. 

Ml %kM% M Ux ttiB Hfgnlatnm of ^mxtit §^tmm Cmirts 

Hni 5lppalB, kL 

With Introduction, Forms, and Index, By T. W. Saundwbs, Esq., Barriater- 
at-Law, author of " New Magistrates' Law," " The Practice of Sununary Coa* 
victions/' &c. Price 2s. 6d. cloth; 3s. 6d. half-bouud; and 48. bound. 

8. 
SUPPLEMENT TO BUBN AND ARCHBOLD. 

' €tnj Mm Jfingistrittis Dnit :^flrislr dDtorr tm, 

C^omprising all the Law decided and enacted since the last editions of Burs 
and Archbold, to whith it forms a Supplement. 

N.B —This volume embraces all the Law decided and enacted since the publication 
of the last edition of Chitty's Burn, to the end of the year 1850, so as to complete the 
se^^ and it is prJiAted. voiformly w% it» 

• This njay he had in 3 vols., or bound together in 1 vol., with a General Index. 

Th» Suppleipent for 1845 to 1847, price 18s. doth; the Supplement for 
1848, price lOs. cloth; the Supplement for 1849 and 1850, price 138. 6d. 
doth; or ihe entire Stipplemeot in ooe thick Tolnioey price 38s. doth; 40s. 
half- bound; 42s. bound. 

^^ f rarfc rf $wmsx}\ €umt\isms Mm Sustos of tliB 

Together with the Proceedings subsequent to the CoDviction, including Appeals 
to the Sessions, Applications for the Writs of Certiorari, Habeas Corpus, and 
Actions against Magistrates, with a c(»nprehensiTe body of Forms, and all the 
Gases and Statutes to the present time. By Thomas W. Saundsrs^ Esq., 
Barrister-at>Law. Price 5s. 6d. boards; 7s. half-bound; 8s. bound. 

10. 

Second Edition of 

4^ tm aiA ^rnrtiK nf (Dihra nf ailiotimi nab 

^rratiirags to 36aatfltlH|, 

Including Appeahl to the Sessions, and Proceedings by CerHorari, with all the 
Cases dedded to this time, the Statutes and Forms. By Thomas Wiujam 
Saunders, Esq , Barrister-at-Law, author of " The New Magistrates and 
Parish Officers^ LaW," " The Practice of Summary Convictions," &c. Price 
4s. 6d. boards; 5s. doth; 6s. 6d. half-bound; and 8s. bound. 
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11. 
SeooDd £ditMn of 

C|j f ttklit iBttltji Irtj, 

With copious AnalTsiai InstroctionB, Fonns, and Index. By Thomas W. 
^AUNDRBS,* Esq., Barrister-at-Law. Price 78. cloth; 8s. 6d. half-bonnd, 
9s. 6d. calf; Is. extra for interleaving. 

■ . ..•..-.. 12. 

Second Edition of 

With fAl tiie Orders of the Board of Health and Poor-Law Board, Forms, 
InstmotioBs,* and copious Index, By T. W. Saunbbrs^ Esq., Barrister-At- 
Law. Price 48. cloth; 5s. 6d. half-bound; 6s, 6d. calf ; Is. extra for inter- 
leaving. 

N.B.— Tht PnbHe'Qcalt& Aofes and NnisanoM Aofcs hAlf-bouad, together 
price 12s. 6d. 

IS. 

Part I. of Vol. v., price 58. 6d. This is the only complete series of Criminal 
Reports. It is cited throughout Boscoe's Criminal Evidence, and Archbold's 
Criminal Pleading. It contains the Cases decided in the Courts at West- 
minster, at the Comt of Criminal Appeal, at tlie Central Criminal Court, at 
the Assizes, and in Ireland. By Edward W. Cox, Esq., Barrister-at-Law. 
AnyNof the back parts or volumes may still be had. Four volumes are now 
completed. Prices: Vol.I. 30s. 6d.; Vol. II. 3l8.; Vol. III. 41s. 6d.; Vol. IV.« 
35s. 6d. half-bound. 

14. 

3JlDgi3triitea* (Cnitrts nnii ^m^ Xm Cms. 

A fall Report of all the Cases decided by the Superior Courts relating to 
Pabochial and MnsiciPAL Law, and the Law to be administered by 
JuancBS QF THK PbacBj/ot twe in Magigtratei Offices. By Adam Bit- 
TiiBSTON and Paul FabjuklLj Esqrs., Barristers-at-Law. Published quar- 
tedjt in partSy price Ss. 6d. each. Vols. L and 11. may be had, price 21s. each, 
iniialf-ealf; Vol IIl^, price 258. 6d.; Vol. IV., price 21s. 6d., each in half-calf. 

15. 
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Part I. of Vol. IV., being Part XI. of the Law Digest or Index to the Law, com* 
prising all the Cases decided and Statutes enacted in the half-year ending the 
Ist January 1851. By Edward Wise and Daiubl Thomas Evans, Esqrs., 
Barristers-at-Law. Arranged so that tbe Practitioner in Magistrates' Courts, 
and at Quarter Sessions, may find in a moment what is the latest Law upon 
any subject on which he may be engaged. It contains every case, wherever 
reported. Price 8s. 6d. boards; 98. clotb. Vol. I., in half-calf, price 16s. 
Vol. II., in half-calf, 32s. Vol IIL 37s., m half-calf. 

\'- ; • 16.- 

1 CuinpraJtimii uf tjp; Xm ani ^rErfto nf Cntnuirfi, 

With all the Statutes, Cases decided, Forms required, and practical Instructions. 
By Joseph Baker Gbikdon, Esq., Coroner of Bristol. Price 7s. boards; 
78. 6d. cloth; 8s. 6d. half-bound; 9s. 6d. calf; Is. extra interleaved. 
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17, 
THOMPSON'S BUILDING SOCIETIES. 

9/}ft tm Enir fxsititf of %mfA %itiQtmg $m^B, €wms^ 
KiA ^jnuiriTOt, ani of fm}^\k t&ui ^iimfes, ' - 

With all the Cases decided to this time, Eules, Forms of Mortgages, PleadingB 
and other matters, the Statutes and InstmctioDS. Bj John Thompson, Esq., 
Barrister-at-Law. Price 78. 6d. boards; 8s. cloth; 9s. 6d. half-boond; 108» Bo. 
boond; and lis. 6d. interleaved. 

18. 

By Edward W. Cox, Esq., Barrister-at-Law. 6d. sewn; 9d. in boards. 

19. 

€|t Cnmitt ttiA fnnKirairat lfnintt{ M, 

With an Introductory Sketch of the Law of Treason and Sedition, coplotls 
Notes, the Cases decided, and Index. By Edward W. Cox, Esq., Barrister- 
at-Law, editor of '*Coz*s Criminal Law Cases."* Price 28. boards; Ss.hatf- 
boond; 3s. 6d. calf. 

20. 

With Notes, &c., including Lord Campbell's New Act. By Edward W« Cox 
Esq., Barrister-at-Law, editor of " Cox's Criminal Law Cases." Price Is. sewn., 

21. 

i}ft isM r^lfltiitg tn MfsAst iniK ^ttwAf 

Comprising Domestic and Menial Servants and Clerks, Husbandmen, and 
persons employed in the different Manufactures; and the principal Statutes 
relating to Workmen, the Settlement of Disputes, Tickets of Work^ Limitatien 
of Labour, Payment of Wages, School Attendance of Children, &o., inehtding 
the New Factory Act (13 & 14 Vict. c. 54); with general Observafaons, all 
the Cases up to the present time, and a copious Index. By Charles J. B. 
Hertslet, Esq., of the Middle Temple, Barrister-at-Law. Pnce 78. 6d. boards; 
8s. cloth; 98. 6d. half-calf; 10s. 6d. calf. 

** A little work on the Law rOoHng to Master and Servant^ by Mr. C. J. B. Hertslet, 
has Just been issued, which will prove valuable to all classes, and is calcolated to 
prevent wrongs and inconveniences which are often inflicted or submitted to on each 
side through ignorance of the actual nature of the responsibilities which exist. T&e 
various decisions in connexion with the subject appear to have been digested with 
much care, and the author has collected those Statutes which contain general regu> 
lations in reference to the contract between the employer and the employed, as w^ 
as those relating to particular occupations. By persons engaged in trade and 
manufactures, with large numbers of clerks and workmen, as well as ordinary servants, 
such a TOlume has long been wanted."— rimet. 



III. JOINT-STOCK COMPANIES LAW. 



The Second Edition of 

€jiB CmranliirEtintt 5ltts, 

Containing Notes of all the Cases decided upon their construction to tb'« 



PUBLISHED AT THE LAW TIUES OFHCE. 9 

present time, and a oopions Index. By Edwabd W. Cox, Esq., Banister-at- 
Law. Price 16s. boards; 16s. 6d. cloth; 18s. half-bennd; 19s. boond. 

N.B.— This Tofaime contains the following Statates, which form a portion of all 
private Aets : 

I. The Companies Clanaes Consolidation Acts. 2. Lands Ganges Consolidation Act. 
3. Railway Companies Clauses Consolidation Act 4. Markets and Fairs Clauses Con- 
solidation Act. 5. Gas-works Companies Clauses Consolidation Act. 6. Public Com* 
ndssiOners Glauses Consolidation Act. 7. Waten-works Clauses Consolidation Act. 
fl. Harbaorsi Dooks, Ac Cfaiases Consolidation Act. 9. Towns Improvement Clauses 
Consolidation Act. 10. Cemeteries Clauses Consolidation Act 11. Police Clauses Con- 
solidat.on Act. 

Notice.— Pofweseors of the First Edition may hare the Supplement of Cases decided, 
psged for interlearing, price la. fid. sewn ; Ss. boards. 



IV. THE COUNTY COUKTS. 



1. 

Third Edition (containing the CouNxr Coubts Eztensioh Act, the Ksw 
Fees, and Mr. Serjt« Dowling^s Bules and Fobms), of 

i^ni osit l^lai(ii'5 tm mth ^rottiit nf % Cniintt| €wbx\s, 

In one thick volume, and comprising, in the form of a regular Treatise, all the 
Gases decided in the Snperior Courts, and in the County Courts to this time, 
wiUi all the Statates, Boles, Forms, Fee-tables, the Extension Act, &c. By 
Edwabd W. Cox and Moboaxt Lloyd, Esqcs., Barristera^t-Law. Price 
tla. bMrds; 22s. cloth; 248. half-hound { 25a. bonnd. 

'^ TBK FOLLOWIWO AaS THE COMTSNTS: 

Book 1. The Courts. 9. The Officers. 8. The SheriiTs Court of London. 4. The 
Jurisdiction. 5. Appeal to the Superior Courts— Mandamus— Prohibition— Certiorari— 
Suggestion. 6. The Practice. 7. Beplevin. 8. Beoovery of Tenements. 9. Proceed- 
ings for Penalties. 10. Suing in Forma Pauperis. 11. Fees and Costs. Appendix — 
Statutes— Rules— Instructionfr—Orders— Schedule of Fees— Index. 

'K.B.— An Appendix Volume may be had, on order, containing a complete Index to 
the County Courts ; the Parishes comprised in eveiy District, with their Distances 
Cmn the Court Town, the Officers, &c. Price 9a boards. 

2. 

Inttll-IJnnk for t^t (Cnantii Cmirti 

This elaborate work, indispensable for almost hourly reference by the Pro- 
fession, contains: — 

1st. All the Parishes in all the Counties in England and Wales, alphabeticslly 
arranged for essy reforence, with the Coiirt Town of each* and its Distance from it, as 
returned by the Clerlu to the Editor. 2nd. The Officers of the Court, and the Rolls 
of Attorneys practising in them, where a Roll has been kept. 3rd. The Districts 
airanged in Alphabetical order, giving under each a List of all the Parishes, Places, 
Townships, Chapelries, &e. compiised in it, as obtained from official documents. 
4th. List of the Attorneys practising in each District Court, as returned by them/- 
selves. 5th. Fee Tables Time Tables, and other matters wtetal fbr reference in )me 
County Courts. Pdce 6s. boards or 7s. tfd. bound. 

9 

3. 



€mAn €nxti (P jirHDttlj, 






Published on the Ist of every Month, price Is. 6d. phiin, or 19d. stamped fat post. 
The CouMTT CouBts Chboniclb has been, and will continue to be,- & 
complete Record of the Coonty Courts, comprising: — 

1. Reports of Gases relating to the County Courts, decided by the Superior Couhs; 

3. Reports of Cases relating to the Law and Practice of the County Courts, decided: 6y 

.tl(e Jndgesof the County Courts. 8. Reports of Cases in the Insolvent COurto, by 

D. C. Hacrae, Esq., Barrister-at-Law. a. All Mfw Statutes affecting the County Courts, 

A3 
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with Notes. .0. uoiTMpondence. 6. Promotions and Appointments. 7. Commentarlefl 
o'A questions arlatng oat o( the Law of the Counter Goiuts. 8. Review of Cases. 9. Coi 
and Macrae's County Courts Cases, ineludtais InsolTeacy, paged for sqioiBt^ Inndli^ 
10. Advertisements of the days appointed for holdinii the Courts (hnmghoat the 
country, arranged so as to be readily referred to. 

' The iMick numbers of the Goumtt Courts Chroiticlb may still "be had.; 
or in Vols. Vol. 1, half-bound, with Index, Digest, &c., price 27s.; and Vols. 2 
and 8 in half-calf, price 23s. 6d. each. 

A PORTFOLIO for the preservation of the current numbers, price 5s. 

4. 

mteiriiig Snsnlirmii. 

This is the onlj eiuthorized Report of the Oases decided )n the Superior 
Courts, and in the Insolvent Courts, relating to the Law uid Practice of 
the County Courts, and of the Appeals therefrom. By Edward W. Cox, 
David C. Macrae, and C. J. B. Hertslbt, Esqrs., Barristers-at-Law. Partti 
1 to 5 are published, price 58. 6d. each. Part 6, completing the Cases to the 
end of Hilary Term, 1851, is in the press. (To be continued regularly.) 

5. 



^JU Xm fiigtst, 



Part L of Vol. IV., being Part XI. of the Law Digest, or Index to the Law, com- 
prising all the Cases decided and Statutes onai^ in the half-year endkig the 
1st January 1851. By £dwa«d Wisb and Dahibl TBOiftAs Evass. Es^., 
of the Middle Temple, Barristers-at^Law. Arranged po that the Practitioner iu 
the County Courts may find in a moment what is the latest Law upon any 
subject ou which he may be eng«^ed. It contains every case wherever reported. 
-Price 88. 6d. boards* VoL I., ia half-calf, prioe 168*; Vol. II., in half*c«]f, 
^ce 32s. Vol. III. price 37s. in half-calf. 

6. 

Reports of all the Practice Cases in all the Superior Courts of Common Law, 
including Cases in Evidence, Stamps,- and the Law of Attorneys, being, in fact, 
the Cases most required for citation in the County Courts. Edited by Adam 
BiTTLESTON and Paul Parneix, Esqrs., Barristers-at-Law. Complete in 
2 vols. Price 42s. the 2 vols, in half*calf. 

7. 

Comprising all the Cases decided to this time, and all the Forms required, with 
ample Instructions. By D. C. Macrab, Esq., Barrister-at-Law. part L, 
price 12s. 6d. boards. 

8. . 

i CiniijmtMiim nf tlj^ Ura fm m tiff Cimiihj Cnnrts, 

Showing at a glance all the Fees to be taken for all Amounts of Suit, including 
Attorneys' and Counsels* Fees, and Fees payable under the Eitraordinary Juris- 
diction. By Grorg« T. Rob^kson, Esq., As8istant*Cl<rk of the Leominster 
Court* - On a Sheet, far suspension in Offices and Coorts, price Xs.;i or on stout 
Pasteboard, 2s. 6d. Also, on a small Card, ibr pocket Use, Is. A sfcianped 
.copy sent by post, on transmission of thurteen jxwUge stamps,* or by grdfr of 
all Booksellers. 
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....... 9. 

Second Edition, revised and improved, printed on 8tout paper, and bound in 

stiff covers, 

tBbk% of frn to bt tsikm in tti^ Cmmtq forts mhi tlj? 

Urn ^jki%. 

Which came into operation on the 25th of November, 1850, consolidated, so as 
to show at one view the total amount of Fees payable on each proceeding, with 
the Mileage for Thirteen Miles; also the New Orders in fnll, the Scale of Allow- 
ances to Witnesses, and Fees to Barristers and Attorneys, a Table for the 
division of Officers' Fees, and Notes and Memoranda for Suitors. By Edmund 
CLiBLTOM, Solicitor, Clerk of the Goonty Court of Goinwall, at St. Austell. 
Price 2s. ; or by post, 2s. 6d. 

Also, the TABLE FOR THE DIVISION OF OFFICEBS' FEES, which 
0897 ^ ^^ separately. Price dd. ; or by post, 4d. 

10. 

lute aSmks, 

For Judges, Clerks, and Advocates, bound and interleaved with blotting paper, 
5's. 6d. and 78. each, according to size. 

11. 

Strnmit UmikS; . 

Required by the Offices— TO BE KEPT BY THE CLERKS. Made to any 
size and thickness required, at moderate pric^ 
1. Book for Plaints. 



2. Minute Book. 

S. Execation aiid Commitment Book. 



4. Cash Book. 
6. Ledger. 
6. Fee Book. 



Monthly Account or Balance Sheets of Clerk's Ledger, sheets. 
N'S.^^AU tki Forma m ikeu Boolii majf he had tn SheetSy price 4s. per quire. 

To 1»« kept lijr Clie Vreaanrera. 



Quarterly Account to be sent to Treasury. 

Cash Book 

Ledger. 



Account Current. 
Abstract of Receipts. 
Abstract of Payments. 



38. Returns by High Bailiff. 
59. List of Summonses served, to be re- 
tomed by High Bailiff {RuU 46.) 



To bo kept Ibj Clao SatUffi. 

FORMS REQUIRED BY BAILIFFS. 



96. Return of Summonses received from 

Foreign Districts. 
99. High Bailiff's Letter for Ser>ice of 

Summons out of District. 



12. 



3ii SuHttlnraq. 



TO BE KEPT BY THE CLERKS AS OFFICIAL ASSIGNEES. 



£ s. d. 

1. Register of InsoKents' .Estates 18 6 

2. Insolvent Debtors' Estates ... 18 ^ 

3.. Dividend Receipt Book 110 

4^Ledger .....ll« 

diCashBook :. 1 1 



£ $. d. 

6. Bough cash Book 6 6 

7. Letter Book 12 

8. Petty Cash Ledger 0.7 

9. Petty Cash Book .....0 6 

10. Book Register 12 



For LUt. qf Fonm m iMohency tn Priioners and Protection Cases, see 

pages.2l and 22. 

lunh uj\rmt tn to k^jtlni t^ CMs in Susntoni. 

The New Statute htmng ordered that the Books' required- to be. kept in 
Insolyency by the Clerk shall be paid for out of the Court Fund, the Publisher 
of the' Couniy Couria CAnmtcfe has-been lundly supplied .by Mr. Pbnsbll, tb9 
Official Aifigoee, wth the. Forms of th« ^fie? hitherto used by hia aad 
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sanctaoned by the Court, and which the ' Publisher will supply in any quantity. 
They oonsiat of— 

1. REGISTER OF INSOLVENTS* ESTATES.— This book is for entering the name 
of insolvent! date of peUtion and appointment, name of soUdtoi^ the naovher ,of . 
hearings, name of assignee, audits, dlyidends, and a column for remarks. It is 
arranged in alphabetical order, so many leaves being allotted to .eaeh letter^ A 
chronological Ibt ot appointments to the estate is placed at the end. 

2. INSOLVENT DEBTORS* ESTATES.— For entering the name of the debtor, 
good, doubtful, and bad debts, number of applications made for the debt, SUmmonSj 
amount received, and a column for remarks. 

a. DIVIDEND BECEUrC BOOK.*-In this the credttDfSslgn.forthe.diviAflBd^Ndil^ 
out of the estate, and received of the official assignee, it being ruled for the nanui of 
creditor, proof of debt, dividend when received, by whom, and the securities. 

4. LEdDGER.— There are two columns ruled on the left hand for moneys paid inir 
the bank, and an aooonnt of the insolvent's estate; on the right hand all mon^s 
drawn out of the bank, and received on account of Insolvent's estate. 

5. GASH BOOK (FAIB..HFor entry of all moneys received and paid. 

6. CASH BOOS (ROUGH.)— For receipts and particulars of moneys received. 

7. LETTER BOOK.— For keeping copies of all letters written rehtting to insolvemTe* 
estate. An Index is also placed at the beginning of the book. 

8. PETTY CASH LEDGER.— Moneyit are entered here irom the Petty Cash Book. 

9. PETTY CASH - BOOK.— For entry of partfeukrs of disbursemento in eaeh 
estate consecutively ; they are afterwards entered in one sum under eaeh estate, and. 
afterwards transferred to each insolvent's account in the ledger. 

10. BOOK BEGISTEB.— For entry of all the books received relating to the insol- 
vent's estate. 



V. ELE CTIO N LAW. 

1. 

Hie ^th Edition of 

Cju ^rattiK nf Htgistrfltinii flnh (0ltrtinii3, 

With all the Caaes decided, Forma, and full loatmctioiis. By Edwam^W.' 
Cox, Esq., Barrister-at-Law. (In the press.) 

2. 

Cox Bsdi Itkiasim'i %t^sM ^sl &m%. 

Parts I and S, prioa 6a. eaek 

%*** RegittraUon Formt, I^oHces qf Claim and ObjteHom, Eketion f^&ttm, 

{Seepage 23.) 



VI. MISCELLANEOUS. 



1. 

With Notes, Caaes, Forms, and a rery coptouB Index. By Edwakd Wise, 
Esq., Barrister-at-Law, anthor of ^ The Law of Biota,** the ^ Index ta MoMon. 
and Welsby," &c &c Price Sa. 6d. boMrda; 9a. doth; I0i» Gd. half-booiitf ; 
1 1s. 6%!. boond, or drcnit binding; la. extra interleaved. 

2. 
IN THE PRK88. 

€\t Mm HiiliH aiA (Drte in 3Diiitknqitti|, . - 

With Notes and Index. By Edward Wisb, Eaq., Barriater-at-Law. A 
panion Tvlome to the abore, and idl otber «ditioDa of iba Bwkmpt AcL . 
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- /' - : . 3. 

€^ tm Ef lttnniK[8 anl InlititDtB, 

Dedieribing tbeir legitimate province, the Regulations as to their dnties and 
fungtibos in the general Practice of the Law, their Bights, Privileges, and 
Liabilities, and the Mode and Form of Proceeding by and against tliem, 
including all the Cases decided to this time, and the Statutes. By Alexander 
Pulling, Esq., Barrister-at-Law, author of ** The Laws and Customs of 
Loddoo," &0. Prioe Ids. boards; 15s. half-bound; 16s. calf. 

4. 
/: Part L of Vol. IV., bang Part XI., of 

- €^ tm Bigjst, or 3i6ji tn t jib tm. 

CoApfking all the Cases Redded and Statutes enacted in the half-year ending 
January 1, 1851. ByEDWAUD Wise and Daniel T. Evans, Esqrs., of the 
Middle Traiple,Barristers-at-Law. Arranged so that the Practitioner may find in 
momeBt-wbat !>• the latest Law upon any subject on which he may be engaged. 
It contiains every case, wherever reported. Price Ss. 6d. boards; and 9s. cloth. 
Part'tiL conunenced Vol. II. Vol. I., pricelGs.; Vol. II., p;lce C2s.; and Vol. 
IIL, price 37b; each in half-calf. 

6. 

^itttott ini!i :]^flnttir2 Mm ^wttiti €ms, 

In all the Courts, including Cases in Evidence, Stamps, and the Law of 
Attorneys. Complete in 2 Vols. Price 42s. the 2 vols., in half-calf. 

6. 

H^ tm joik ^rirto fd %mii %mlMitg ^ntkUta, 3^{nitmatiiig 

With all the Cases decided to this time, Rules, Forms of Moitgages, PleadingSi 
and other matters, the Statutes, and Instructions. By John Thompson, Esq., 
Barrister-at Law. Price 7s. 6d. boards; 8s. cloth; 98. 6d. half-bound; 10s. 6d. 
bound;, and Is. extra for interleaving. 

7. 

€jiB Unpl ^ixhu ^inliutiX 

In a Review of the case between Mr. W. H. Barber and the Incorporated Law 
Society. By Sir George Stephen, Barrister-at-Law. A copy sent by post 
to aoy person enclosing Eighteen penny postage stamps. 

8, 

fi\}t Eidttmrote Bf ^rirtire in rni^itrtiitg SrtimiB-Bt-f luir m 

t^t prt nf fkiiitiffs, 

With? Forms and Costs. By J. Brioos, Esq., Attomey-at-Law« Commencing 
with W«it, Dedarstion, and Final Judgment in Debts, with Taxed Costs, ^.ya., 
ta^ &G* Prioe 78. 6d. 

9. 

% €ii\sk nf tju Ikkmifltiiiiis, 

By which the tteports are usually cited, and a Chronological Table of th6 same, 
on a iamgo Sbeet^fof Oiloes or Chambers. Price Is.} or mounted on mill-board 
is.; forwarded.hs^ poB^toany p^non trAnsmitting Is. in penny poBtage staoipi. 
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10. 

:a Mritnf s %xmvi ^mk 

Intended to show at mj moment tbe state of the Accounts. An explanation 
ia given with each, of the manner in which the Accounts are to be kept To 
be had in Books, or any number of Quires not less than two, bound in parch- 
m«at or stout leather. Price according to size and thickness. 

11. 

The Third Edition, price 3s., post-paid. 

Inliritnrs Itmtiiits. (Initt's |i(3teni.) 

This system is becoming most extensively adopted throughout England; the 
author is in possession of testimonials of the highest character) iVom many 
eminent legal firms, as to its simplicity and efficiency. The beginning of the 
new year is recommended as a suitable period for commencing this new and 
simplie system. 

12. 

^\^ ^xiirtirEl statutes of tjrB ^mm of is^o, 

Containing all the Statutes required by the English Lawyer, annotated, with a 
copious Index, of a convenient size fbr carriage. Edited by Edward W. Cox 
and W. Patbrson, Esqrs., Barristers-at'Law. in 1 volume, price 7s. 6d: Torbe 
continued annually; in numbers, at Is.; and parts, at 4s.; as the Statutes are 
passed. The following are the Statutes given entire, with Notes, &c. 

1. R^jtrtrar of Metropolitan Public Carriat^es Act. 2. Commdtis Incloanre Act. 3. 
Brick Duties Act. 4. aebool DistrictB Contribution Act. 6. Indemnity Act. 6.' Alte- 
rations in Pleadings Act. 7. Defects in Leases Amendment Act. 8. Parish Constables 
Act. 9. Acts of Parliament Abbreviation Act. 10. Falra and Markets Act. II. Qualifi- 
cation of Officers Act. 12. Pirates (Head Money) Repeal Act 13. Pirates (Head Money) 
Repeal Act Ckmimenoexnent. U. Title of Religious Congregations Aet. 15. Sheriff of 
'\\'^e8tmoreland Appointment Act. 16. Drainage and Improvement of Luid Advances 
Act. 17. General Board bf Health Act 18. Comi of Chancery Delay and £:]q>enses 
Act. 19. Larceny Summary Jurisdiction Act. 2Q. Convict PiisonsAct. 21. Naval 
Prize Balance Act. 22. Incorporation of Boroughs Confirmation Act. 28. Ck>urt of 
Chancery (County Palatine of Lancaster) Act. 24. Loan Societies Act. 25. Militia 
Ballots Suspension Act. 26. Ecclesiastical Jurisdictiou Act. 27. Militia Pay Act. 
28. Stoek-tn-Trade Act. 29. Metropolitan Interments Act. 90. Factories Act. 
81. Bills of i;iiGhange Act. 32. Vestries and Vestry Clerks Aet. 83. Highway Rates 
Act. 34. The Trmtee Act. 35. County Courts Extension Act. 36. Naval Pay Act. 
37. Borough Bridges Act. 38. Public Libraries and Museums Act. 89. Commons 
Inclosure Act (No. 2.) 40. Fees (Court of Common Pleas) Act. 41. Turnpike Koads 
Act. 42. Abandonment of Railways Act O^O.) 43. Customs Act (Manchester.) 
44. Police SuperannuatioB Funds Act. 45> Publio Health Supplemental Act, 1850 
(No. 2.) 46. Borough Gaols Aet. 47. Mercantile Marine Aet. 48. Customs Act. 
49. Stamp Duties Act. 50. Benefices in Plurality Act 51. Small Tenements Rating 
Act. 52. Inspection of 0)al Mines Act. 53. Poor Relief Act. 54. Copyright of Designs 
Aet. 55. Union of Liberties with Counties Act. 56. General Board of Health Act 
(No. 3.) 57. Friendly Societies Act. 

13. 
EVERY SATURDAY, 

FOR THE LAWYER, THE MAGISTRATE, AND THE LEGISLATOR. 
It contains, 1. A-dvertisements of all matters relating to Law and Sales of 
Property. 2. The most perfect and extensive system of Reports everat' 
tempted. In each of the Common Law Courts are two Reporters, Barristers, 
and a note of every case is taken. All written judgments are taken in short- 
hand, and published verbatim. The LegishUoTf comprising the information 
relating to the making of the Law. 4. The Magistrate and Parochial and 
Mvmicipal Lawyer^ cont«ning all the Law on these subjects. 5. Tbe > JLo»^, 
all that eOAcems the Prof^iiBit of the Law. 6. The Cousrr -Oooien, com- 
{rifling the Practice, Proceedings, and Decisioos ^.the Nrw Cwuta... 2« The 
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Jonrr ^ock CoMPANnss Law Journal, comprising the currant publication 
on that large and noyel branch of the Law. 8. bankruptcy, InsolTency. 9. 
Real Property Lawyer and Conveyancer. 10. The Law and the Lawyers. 
11. Legal Intelligence. 12. Proceedings of the Law Societies. 13. Leading 
Articles on Legal Topics. 1,4. Beports of Law Lectures. 15. Notices of all 
New Law -Bo^ of value. 16. A JoVR3tAL op Profertt, comprising all 
Intelligence relating to the Law of Auction, the Selling prices of Property, &c 
17. The Gazettes copiously abstracted. 18. Advertisements of the Professional 
Legal .Notices, Estates for Sale, Bee . 

Price Is^ per number; double numbers, Is. 6d. To subscribers paying in 
advance, 1/. Ts. 6d. the half-year; 2l. ISs. the year, including double numbers. 

A few copies of Vols. I to 16 may oe had bound in half-calf, to complete sets. 

The volumes, as completed, handsomely and strongly half^bonnd, at 5B.6d. each. 

A PORTFOLIO for preserving current numbers of the Law Times, 6b. 6d. 

N,B. — The Law Timea^ ReportSy Digest, and other Works, neatly bound in 
umform patterns, if sent to the Law Times Officb. AdvoMtagemajf be taken 
of the Parcels to inclose other Law Books and Publications for the Binder. 

14. 
In two Numbers, price Ss., 

% ^tnnai Snhi tn nil t|i Cnsra 

Reported in the first 10 Volumes of the Law TimbS) and to Plaintiff!. 

15. 

(KliB Tm €mi IjiRt ainwDflr (ptthlislitlr iittmniUi|,) 

Containing all the Legal Information required for instant reference in Offices, 
&c. Common Law, Chancery, Bankruptcy, and County Courts Time Talles; 
Law Officers and Officea; Stamps and Taxes; Tables of Descents; Interest 
Tables; Regal Table; Legal Calendar, &c, &c. Price Is. only; or laid, 
stamped, for transmission by post. , . 

16. 
In Weekly Nunbers at Is., and Monthly Parts at 4s., 

Advertisement, — There are many Clerks, Law Students, and Members of 
the Profession who eannot afford a large outlay in one sum for the purchase of 
Books, and to whom it is convenient to procure a Library by a small periodieal 
outlay. This work is for their accommodation. The books contained in it 
will, in this manner, be procured at inuch less than their separate cost, in con- 
sideration of the series being taken. 

The LAWYER'S LIBRARY will consist of two divisions. 1. The STATUTE 
LAW, and Cases decided upon it. 2. The PRACTICE of the LAW. 
The series of STATUTES already published, or in progress, contains: — 
The PRACTICAL STATUTES of 1850; the CONSOLIDATION ACTS; 
to be followed by others. 

The Series of PRACTICE OP THE LAW has commenced with-— 
HUGHE'S PRACTICE OF MORTGAGES; tp be followed by other Prac- 
tical Works. To subscribers, the Monthly Parts will be sent by post, free, 
direot kom the office on the day of publication. 

17. 
IN THI PRI88. 

Ittgjfts^s f rartia nf ^im^B, 

C<mtaUung all Ihe Statutes now in force, with all the Cases decided upon theni, 
a complete Schedule of Stamp Duties, and copious Forms and Instructions. Br 
William Hughesj Esq., Barrister-at-Law. . 



U « COWETANCtNG FORUS 



VII. GENERAL LAW FORMS. 



Jf.A--{VHiv-f rtoiili4Mei^<A«iriimft«*OMtf jroHMi t^ tk$ ISorwu r tgH i ttd, 



1. 



38. Coodltioiis of tale. General eencUdons for tale in one lot, with arreement, 3«. per dez. 

34. Ditto, ditto, for lale in wreral lots, with agreement, 3a. per dos. 

35 to 43. Special conditions to be annexed to the abore when reqnired, Tis.:-^ Obn- 
ditions to be used when there are flzturea, timber, or crops, Ac., to be taken At 
a valuation. 4. As to identity of parcels. 6. As to commenoemeot aad 
eridence of title. 6. As to assignment of terms. 7. As to tithes, modnaes*!^. 
8. As to a sale by tnvtees or others In a fldnciary c^iacity. 9. As to coatody.of 
titl^ideedB. 10. As to leaseholds. Price of Mo. 6, 3s. 6d. per dosen ; oC the 
rest, 2s. per docea. 

COTCNAim rOB TXTLK. 

91. Freehold, good right to conrey, Is. 6d. per doaen. 

62. Ditto, for qoiet enjoyment, Is. 6d. per doaen. 

63. Ditto, fne fh>m incnmbranoes. Is. ad. per dodeen. 

64. Ditto, for farther assurance, Is. 6d. per dozen. 

65. Leasebdd, that lease is good, Is. 6d. per doeoi. 

66. Ditto, that assignee has good right to assign, Is. 6d. per doaen. 

67. Ditto, for quiet eqjoyment. Is. 6d. per doaen. 
63. Ditto, tree from incnmbranoes, Is. 6d. per doaen. 
69. Ditto, for farther assurance, 2 sheets, 8s. per dosen< 
73. Draft lease of houses, 2 sheets, 3s. per dosen. 

73. Gommon covenants in ditto, 4 sheets, 6s. per doaen* 

74. Agreement for lease of house, 3s. per dozen. 

75. Agreement for building and lease, 3e. per dozen. 

76. Covenant for production of title deeds, 3 sheets, 8s. per dozen. 

Draft form of conveyance, 8 sheets, including indorBement, la. 6d. This ia so pre- 
pared that a draft of a conveyance may be prepared in a veiy short time. 

77. Mortgagee — Covenant for the payment of money. Is. 6d. per doccn. 
73. Ditto— Proviso for redemption. Is. 6d. per dozen. ' 

79. IMtto— Power of sale, 3 sheets, is. 6d per dozen. 

81. Wills— Proviso for maintenance of children, Is. 64 per dozen. 

82. Ditto—Proviso for advancement of children. Is. 6d. per dozen. 
63. Wills— Proviso for indemnity of trustees. Is. 6d. per doien. 
34. Ditto— Power to appoint new trustees. Is. 6d. per doaen. 

85. Mortgage for a term— Proviso for redemption, la 6d. per dacen. 
36. Personalty covenant for title, 3 sheets, 4s. 6d. per doam. 

87. Settlement — Power to vary securities, S sheets, 3s. per dozen. 

88. IHtto— Power to app(4nt new trustees, 8 sheets, 38. per dozen. 

89. Settlement— Ad^-am-ement clause, la ikL per dozen. 

90. Ditto — Maintenance clause, 2 sheets, 3s. per doaen. 

91. Ditto— Indemnity of trustees, Is. 6d. per dozen. 

91 Tlie forms prescribed by the Kew Statute, 1 sheet, Is. 6d. per dozen. 
93. The like for leases. Is. 6d. per dozen. 

43. Certificate of acknowledgment ot married women for town, parchment, !& Mch. 

44. Affidavit, verifying ditto, where no provision is to be made, ditto. Is. eadk. 
47. Ditto, where a provision Is to be made. 

45. Certificate of acknowledgment of married wodMn, for ootmtry, ditto, li. each. 

46. Affidavit verifying the same to be made by one of the commisilonera, wban aa 

provision is to be made, ditto. Is. each. 
46. Ditto, ditto, ditto, where a provision is to be made, Is. each. 
49. Ditto, ditto, ditto, to be made by an attorney, not being a eommisaloocr, taUaf 

the acknowledgment, where no provision is made, la. each. 
601 IMtto, ditto, ditto, by ditto, where a provision Is to be made. It. each. 
C<viee of each of the above on paper, Is. per dozen. 
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2. 

fma far Btagistrates' Clerks, ^r* 

All tho Forms prescribed by the Admioistration of Justice Acta handsomely printed 
on good blae laid foolacap paper. 

N.B.-«Thefle ionna hare been arranged and settled fiv praetical use by W. Foon^ 
Esq., of Swindon, llaglstrates' Cleik. 

Forms in Bastardy (7 & 8 Vict. o. 101, and 8 & 9 Vict. c. 10.) 

Prvceedingt b^bre Mrth, 
1. AppUeation by woman with child. 
S. Sammons thi^eon. 

/VoceetKntf* oi^ecr MriA. 
S. Application for a snamums by a woman alter bhth. 

4. Sammons thereon. 

5. Application for a summons by a woman after birth, where the alleged father has 

paid money within twelve months after birth. 

6. Summons thereon. 

7. Oixler when application was made by a woman with child. 
S*- ' Order when application was made vjf a woman after birth. 
8a. Sammons for witness. 

8tw Warrant to apprehend ditto* 

8«. Notice of appeal. 

Ik Kecognizanee en appeal. 

^m* Nbtlce of recognizance for the putatlTe ikther. 

9&« The like for snreties. 

10. Infimnation of mother on disobedience of the order. 

11. Warrant of apprehension thereon. 

12. Warrant of distress thereon. 

IS. Recognizance for appearance at the return of the distress warrant. 

14. Warrant of commitment. 

15. Warrant of commitment in default of distress. 

16. Appointment of guardian to a bastard chiU. 

Forms under the 11 & 12 Vict, c 43. 

Summary Comrietion* and Orden. 

1. A. Summons to the Defsndant upon an IniiDrmation (n: Complahit. 

la. Ditto ditto four on a sheet. 

S. B. Warrant where the Summons is disobeyed. 

5. C. Warrant in the first instance. 

4. D. Warrant of Cmnmittal for saHs Custody daring an A^joumment of thfl 
Hearing. 

6. E. Reco^nizanee for the Appearance of the Defendant, where the case la 

adjourned, or not at once proceeded with. Paper and Parchment. 
Parchment 28. Sd.per dozen; paper, 6d. per dozen. 
6a, Notice of sach.Beoognizanee,in Books of 50, Is. ; and 100, Is. 6d» 

7. G. 1. Summons of a Witness. 

8. 0. 2. Warrant where the Witness has not obeyed the Summons. 

9. O* 3. Warrant for a Witness in the first instance. 

10. G. 4. Commitment of a Witness for reftising to be sworn, or to give Eyidenoe. 

11. H. Wurant to remand a Defendant when apprehended. 
1 la. Minute of a Conviction. 

12. I. 1 . Conviction for a Penalty, to be levied by Distress, and in default of sufBdent 

Distress, Imprisonment. Parchment, per dozen, 4s. ; Paper, 28. per quire. 

13. L 2. Conviction for a Penalty, and in de&ult of Payment, Imprisonment. 

Parchment, per doaen, 48. ; Paper, 2s. per quire. 

14. I. 3. Conviction where the Punishment is by Imprisonnient. Parchment, per 

dozen, 4s. ; Paper, 28. per quire. 
14a. Hinute ofanOrder. 

16. K. 1. Order for Payment of Money, to be levied by Distress* and in default of 

DistrcoS, Imprisonment. 
16.^. K. 2. Otder f«ir Payment of Money, and in default of Payment, Imprisonment. 

17. K. a. Order for any other matter, where the disobeying of it is punishable with 

Imprisonment. 

18. h. Order of Dismissal of an Information or Complaint. 
10. «. M. Oertifloate of such Dismissal. 

20. N. 1. Warrant of Dlstrees upon a Conviction for a Penalty ; with Indorsement. 

21. N. 2. Warrant of Distress upon an Order for the ^Payment of Money; with 
.; fiidoisemjentk 

24. N. 5. Warrant of Commitment for want of Distress. 

24a. Warrant of Commitment for want of Distress upon Order for Payment of 

Money. 



^ 
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25. 0. 1. Wsmmtof CommitmentttponaOonTiction fora Penalty in fhe lint inatanee. 

26. 0. 2. Warrant of Commitmant on an Order in th« first inatance. 

27. F. 1 . Warrant ot Cominitnit&t on GonrictiDn ^era PtmAahment i« by Imprison- 

ment. 
tft. P. 2. Wamuit of OoBualtmeiit <m an Older, where the dfsotieytn^ of 'it is 

. PnniBhable by Imprisonment. 
I9< P. 8. Warrant of Pi a t re ae for Oosta npon a Oonvletlon, wbere fhe Oflfenee is 

Punishable by Imprisonment ; with Indorsement. 

30. P. 4. Wanraat of XMstreaa for Coats upon an Order, where the diaobeying of the 

"Order Is Punishable by Imprisonment; with Indorsement. ' 

31. P. 6. Warrant of Ck)mmltmani for want of Dtotrsss, in either of the last two cases. 
31a. Warrant of Commitment for want of Diatress for Costs upon an Order. • 

32. Q. 1. Warrant of Distress for Costs upon an Order of Dismissal of an bifiwmatloa 

or Complaint; with Indonement. 

33. Q. 2. Warrant of Commitment fl>r want ofDistreia in tiie last case. 

34. R. Certificate of Clerk of the Peace that the Costs of an Appeal aro not paid. 
16. 8. 1. Warnintof Distress fat Costa of an Appeial against a OonvicCkni. 

35a. Warrant of Distress for cotia of an Appeal a^Unst an Order. 

36. S. 2. Warrant of Commitment for want of Distress for Cotts of aa Appeal 

against a Conviction. 
36a. Warrant of Commitment for want of Distnes for Costa of an Appeal 

against an Order. 

37. T. Account of Clerk of the Conrt of Petty Sessions in loose Sheets. 

Ditto, ditto, in books of 1, 2, and 8 quires, with Index. 
Ditto, of the Keeper of the Gaol, &c., in loose sheets, 
Ditto, in books of I, 2, and 3 qnireiyWlth Index. 

Forms under the 11 & 12 Vict. c. 42. 

Indictable Qfencet, 

38 . A. Information and Complaint fox an faidictBble Offence. 

39. B. Warrant to apprehend a Person charged with an Indictable Offence. 

40. C. Summons to a Person charged with an indictable Offence. 

41. D. Warrant where the Summons; is diaobqred. 

42. £. Warrant to apprehend a Person charged with an indictable offence com- 

mitted on tiM Sgh Seali or Abroad. 
42a. Instructions for Indictment. 

43. F. Certificate of Indictment being fonnd. 

44. G. Warrant to apprehend a Person indioted. 

45. H. Warrant of Commitment of a Person indicted. 

46. I. Warrant to detain a Person Incttcted who ia already in Cnstody fbr another 

Offence. 

48. L. 1 . Summons of a Witness. 

49. L. 2. Warrant where a Witness has not obeyed a Summons.- 

50. L. 3. Warrant fot a Witness in the flrM instance. 

51. L. 4. Warrant -of Commitment of a Witness for refhsing to be sworn or to give 

Evidence. 

52. M. Depositions of Witnesses; whole sheets and half-riieets. 
52a. Ruled Foolscap for ditta 

53. N. Prisonefft Statement ; whole sheets and half-sheets. 

54. 0. 1. Recognizance to Prosecute, with Condition to prosecute inFelony» Paper, 

6d. per do2en ; Parchment, 2b. 6d. per dozen. 

54a. Recognizance to give Evidence, with Condition to give Evidence in Felony. 

Paper, 6d. per dozen ; Parchment, 2s. 6d. per dozen. i 

95. O. 2. Notice of the said Recognizance to be given to the Proseentor Ibr Assizes, 

in Books of 50, Is. ; and 100, la 6d'. i 

55a. The like for Sessions, Is. 6d. per 100. • ' 

^55. Notice for Appearance of Witness at AMcea. i 

55e. The like at Sessions, Is. 6d. per 100. 

55<l. The like at Assizes or Sessions. 

p6. P. 1. Commitment of Witness for refhsing to enter into the Raeognizaace. 

87. P. 2. Subsequent Order to discharge the Witness. 

58. Q. 1. Warrant for remanding a Prisoner. 

58. Q. 2. Recognizance of Bail, instead of Remand, on an A^onmment of an Exami- 
nation, with Indorsement ; Paper, 6d. per doaen ; Farehment, 2a. 6d. per 
dozen. j 

60. Q. 3. Notice of such Recognizance to be given to the Accused and his Sureties, i 

in Books of 50, Is. and 100, Is. 6d. ' I 

61 . Q. 4. Notice of such Recognisance to be given to the Sureties ; (In booka of 50 

and 100.) 
ee. R. 1. Warrant to convey the Accused before a Justice of tin County, Ax., in 

which the offence was committed. 
63. R. 2. Order for Payment of the Constable's Expenses. 
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64. S. 1. Rflqqgnlwuce. of BaU^ wiib Gomdittoa in ordimiy cm. Paper, 6d. per 

dozen ; Pllrnudeiit, Ss 6d. per dozen. 
^4a. I Kecognlmiuw of BaU, -wttb Coodilion wher^ tkie DeftndaDt is entitled 
to ft TraverBO. F^ieTf 6d. per doxea ; Parehment, 8a. €d. per dosen. 

65. S. 2. Notice of the Seoognizanoe to be given to the Aociifled md hia Bftil, ia 

Booktt of 50, Is. 6d.; and 100, Ss. 
65a. Ma^strate's Certificate on C!ommltinent for Trial. 

66. S. 4. Certificate of Conaent to Bail, hy the Committing /nstice. 

68. 8. 5. Warrant of Deliverance, on Ball oeing given for a Prisoner already e(»nmitted. 

69. T. 1 . Warrant of Comnritment ; with IndorseMent. 

70. T. 8. Gaoler's Receipt to the Constable for the Prisoner, and Justice's Order thereon 

for Payment of the Constable's Expenses in executing the Commitment. 

71. Special Cnmmit.n\ent for Felony. 

72. Minute of Allowance for Expenses on Trial. 

A MINUTE BOOK for preserving the proeeediags in Magistrates* Courts under the 
^>ove*mentioned Acts, as recommended and used by,Mr» Foois in the Law Tikbs, 
Qontains Index pages, ia botuKl and lettered with the name of the Division. It willvbe 
supplied on order ettlyt as tiie name of the Diviston is lettered upon it Price of .tiie 
me&um size, 18fl. ; for large or small Divisions it may be larger or less, aa desired. 

CONVICTION. BOOK,, for recording of Oonvictiona. Prepared by a Magistratea* 
Clerk, price according to thickness. 

REGISTER BOOK for Killing Hares, under t)ie Gome Act, 11 4b 12 Vict. c. 29 
Price according to thidmess. 

Indictments (Puchmeat only.) 

1. Indictment for Lareeny, one count, Is. 3d. per dozen, 
a. Ditto, for count with former Convictienv Ss. per dozen. 

3. Ditto, fer two counts, Ss. per dozon. 

4. Ditto, ditto, and count for former-oontiction, 46. per dozen. 

5. Ditto, where two Prisoners are charged^ one with stealing and the other with re- 

ceiving, Ss. per dozen. 

6. Ditto, with a count for receiving, under the New Statute, Ss. per dozen. 

7. Ditto, with two counts for stealing, and aootmt for receiving, under theNtfw 

Statute, 48. per dozen. 

8. Ditto, ft eount for former Oonvietlon, on a sepamto tfip, to be attaehed« when re- 

quired. Is. 3d. per dozen. 

9. A oodnt for receiving, under the New Stfttute> to be ftttached when required, Is. 9Si 

per dozen. 

Distraiainf; for Poor's Rates (12 Vict. o. 14.) 

A. I. Complaint of the Overseers against one Rat^-pay^r. 

A. 2. Complaint against sev^^ Ratepayers. 

B . Summons upon the Complaint. 

C. 1. Warrant of Distress agamst one Hate-payer. 

C. 2. Warrant of Distress against several Rate-payers. 

D. Warrant of Commitment in Default of Distress. 

Distraining for Highway Rates (12 Vict. c. 14.) 

1. Complaint of the Surveyors against one Hate-payer. 

2 . Complaint of the Surveyors against several Kate-payers. 

3. Sommons upon the Complaint. 

4. Warrant of Distress against one Rate-payer. 

5. Warrant of Distress against several Rate-payers. 
C. Warrant of Commitment in Default of Distfess. 

The Form of Return of Highways Expenditure tinder thei Highways Act, 13 & 13 
Vict. c. 35. ■ 

Forms under the Nuisances Removal and Diseases Prevention Act 

(11 & 12 Vict. c. 123.) 

1. Notice hy Householders. . 

2. Summons to answer a complaint for Nuisance. 

3. Order for Removal of Nuisances, dso. 

4. Order to permit Execution of Works hy Owners. . 

Notice by » Committee of a Town Council, Ac, to the (Pwner or Occupier of Pre- 
mises complained of as being in a filthy and unwholesome condition, that they 
will enter into and examine the same, under section 1. 

Complaint to a Justice that .certain Premises are in a filthy and unwholesome 
condition, in order to obtain a Summons against the owner or occupier, under 
section 1. 

Alehouse Forms. 

1. Ale. house licence. 

2. Transfer of Ale-house licence. 
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Poor Law Pariah Officers and Gene^ Forms. '. 

By an aramgement with Mr. C Kmonr, all the Forma pablialied bf bhfi, as taiie<^ 
tioned by the Poor Law Commiaiiioiieri, are paUiahed also at the Law Timea Office > 
and a List wfll be seatto eay appUeant 

3. 

Cnratij CnurtB jfmis. . ^ 

GENERAL FORM&— Aa sbttud bt thi JUDOia. 

(iVte U. Tper qtrire. No$. 1 to 87.) - ~ ■ 

8PEGL&L FORMS, Ac 

Reqnired by Clerks, and not given m the Bales. Prepared by OOtJKSEU (Copyright.) 

96a. Eseeutfon against the goods of plaiatiff for costs 2 

38a. EzecQtion against an executor on a devastaTit 9 

30a. Warrant to giTS possession of tenement on judgment S 

Sdo. Order of commitment, where deliondant appears and la wramhwid at the time 

of hearing % 

61* Order for time to plaintiff or defendant (section 61.) *.. 4 

59. Order for apportionment of costs (section 88.) .. .. 4- 

69. Order of commitment of deAoidant (section 99.) 9 

64. Order for reference to arbitration (section 77.) 3 

66. Jury lists, Ss. per quire. 

67. Nonce of days for boldinff courts, 2s. per quire. 

68. Receipts by clerks to parnes paying money, 900 in a vol., 6il 

60. Reeeipts to clerk by partiea receivtaig sums under bl^ 900 Ina vQl,t 6f. 

61. Order of commitment after ezamtnation S 

69. Order of commitmentfor refusal to be sworn, or to make dlsdoaure .. ..9 

78. Warrant of commitment thereupon ., t 

63. Account for fees in clerk's office, 800 in a vol., 5s. 

6i. Account for fees in court, 300 In a toI., 6b. 

66. Order for issuing Summons where defendant resides in another district .. 9 

66. Warrant of execution to accompany execution into another district fsect. lOii) 9 

67. The like to accompany warrant of commitment into another district (sect. 104.) X. 

68. Cause lists for posting in the courts, &c., 3s. per quire. 

69. List (rf causes enter^ with particulars, as required to be sent by the derkto 

the Judge previous to each court, 4s. per quire. 

70. Instructions Ibr plaint, in vols., 5s. each, or in quires. 

71. Order for commitment of defendant for not answering to the satisbctlon of the 

Judge (section 99.) .. .. 1 

79. Warrant of commitment thereon (section 99.) ..2 

79. Affidavit in debt on application for a summons out of the district ..9 
73. Affidavit on tort, and other causes of action for the like 3 

75. Order for time to plaintiff to proceed (section 81.) 4 

76. Order for time to defendant (section 81.) 4 

77. Warrant of execution in replevin 9 

80. Order for commitment for non^yment of instalmenta ;. ^ s 

89. Notice by derk to defendant or plaint withdrawn . . .1 4 

88. Order for coats to defendant^ plaintiff not recovering beycmd the sum paid into 

court ,. 9; 

84. Order on judgment for plaintiff, with apportionment of costs I 

85. The like (mjnd^nnont for defendant .. .. ,. 4 

86. Order of commitmoit for contfempi ,. 9 

87. Warrant of commitment thereon ,. z 

88. Bond in replevtai f 

89. Bond on ranoval of action in replevin I 

S9a. Warrant to replevy ... •. f 

90. Bond on issuing execution of warrant ^ replevin 1 

91. Bond on new trial being granted I 

99. Order to set aside an award (section 77.) 4 

08. Order for revocation of reference (section 78.) t. 4 

94. Certificate for suspending execution on payment of debt end costs . . S 

95. Clerk's court memorandum dips, A. to F., price 6d. per docen. 

98. Form for montiily atftonnt to be returned to Treasurer, as. per quirr. 

100. Certificate of Jml^cment, entry order, 6d. per doaon. 

SPECIAL FORMS. 

Required by Clerks, Attorneys, and Suitors, not contained in the Rules. 
Prepared by COUNSEL (Copyright.) 

39. Particulars of plaintifTs demand (rule 2) t 

40. Particulars of plaintilTs set-off (rule 17; ^.'9 

41. Defendant's notice to derk of set-off (rule 17) .. ..4 
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42. DefendAUt's notlc« to clerk of special ^lefcnce (nile U) 

43. Particulars of pbitttilTs claim on interpleader (rule 39) 
44.^ Demand of a jury by plaintiff or defendant (mie 20) • . « 

45. Notice to clerk of application for a new trial (rule 21) 

46. Notice to the party of application for a new trial (rule 21 ) 

47. Notice to clerk by plaintiff of acceptance of debt or damages In satisfaction 

(rulel6) 

48. The like to defendant (rule 16; 

49. Notice to clerk of application to set aflide proceeding f rule 21 ) 

50. Notice to the party or application to set aside proceedings (rule 21 ) 

55. Consent fbr an order to pay debt and costs 

74. Notice by plaintiff of plaint withdrawn 

:■. .. 4. 
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NOTICE. 
The forms used under the Insolvent Act can be those only which ate printed by 
Mr. HoDsow, the printer to the Court. But those under the Protection Act are allowed 
to be published by others. An arrangement has been made with Mr. Hodsok by the 
l^bUsher of the Law Timest by which the latter is enabled to supply 3Ir. Hossoir'a 
Official Forms at the same prices, together with the Protection Forms published by 
himself; thus enabling the Officers and Practitioners to supply themselves with 
entire series by one order and one parctl from the publisher of the Cauntif Court* 
Chronicle, 

For lUt </ Formt uied (y the OFFICERS of the County Courts, under the\^2 Vitt. 

c. 110, oiul 10 4jt 11 Viet.e. lW,seepageV), 

9« Order for hearing, with indorse, 6e. per 100. 

46. Adjourned hearing, with indorse, 66. per 100. 

23. Gaoler's warrant to produce prisoners, Ss. per lOO. 

24. Subpcena ad tea., parchment, 6s. per 100. 

29. Subpoena duce* tecum, parchment, lOs. per 100. 

36. Warrant of attorney, 6s. per 100. 

J7. order of adjudication, dischai^ forthwith, (>8. per 100. 

38. Ditto, ditto (section 76), ftiture. period, 68. per 100. 

29. Order of adjudication (section 76), forthwith and ftiture period, 6s. per 100. 

80. Ditto (section 77), 6s. per 100. 

31. Ditto (section 78), 6s. per 100. 

32. Oaoler's warrant forthwith, 6s. per 100. 

33. Gaoler's warrant, future period, 6s. per 100. 
SI. Ditto, forthwith and future period, to. per 100. 

35. Ditto, forthwith, special, for many prisoners, ruled, 10s. per 100. 

36. Order for costs to opposhig creditors (section 77), 6s. per 100. 

37. Ditto, in other cases, 6s. per 100. 

3B. Minutes of Instructions on costs given at the hearing, Ss. per 100. 
42. Acceptance paper, given to a party named assignee, Ss. per 100. 
4B. Order to bring up a prisoner as witness, 6s. per 100. 

44. Order of reference to examiner, 6s. per 100. 

45. Older of commitment for contempt, 6s. per 100. 

47. Calendar sheet, ruled, 3d. each ; 20s. per 100. 
Gazette Advertisement of hearing, 68. per 100. 
Order on assignee, expense of conveying prisoner to town, 6i. per 100. 
Ditto, on treasurer of county for one prisoner, 68. per 100. 
Ditto, for many, 68. per 100. 

FORMS IN SURETY. 

5ft. Commission to authorize the taking of sureties, 6d. each. 

15. Recognizance of two sureties, double, Sd. each. 
54. Recognizance, single surety, 3d. each. 

^. Order of discharge on surety, 68. per 100. 

16. Gaoler's warrant for ditto, 60. per 100. 

FORMS USED BT THE MESSENGERS. 

9a. Order for hearing, to serve, 6s. per 100. 
14. Affidavit of service of notice of sureties, 3s. per 100. 

17. Affidavit of eerrice of order for hearing, 3s. per 100. 

Affidavit of service of order for hearing, many creditors, 68. per 100. 

Ditto of ditto, on attorney or agent, Ss. per 100. 
I7a. Affidavit of service of order for hearing, by post, 38..per 100. 

Ditto of ditto, many creditors, 68. per 100. . 
1^5. Ditto, of notice ci Sureties, by post, 38. per 100. 

Creditor's consent to hearing, wh^re serrice defective^ 68. por 100. 



M IJJSOLVENCY FOHtoS 

« 

List i>/ Forrnt required by PRACT17T0KERS in Imoheney, under 1 * 2 Vict, a, 1 10, 
and 10 <fc 11 Pid. c. 102, as nsed in the Court for ReU^ qf Insolvent Debtort^ and 
adapted to use in the County Courts. 

101 . Notice to (gaoler, 3s. per 100. 

102. Retainer, 38. per 100. 

3. Petition, parchment, 4d. each; paper, &8. per 100. 

5. Schedule, parchment. Is. 4d. each ; paper, 4d. each. . • 

Extra sheets for creditors, parchment, 8d. each ; paper, 2d. each. 
Extra sheets for debtors, parchment, 8d. each; paper, 2d. each. 
Extra special balance sheets, parchment, dd. each ; paper, 2d. each. . 

fi. General balance sheet, Ss. per 100. 

7. Sstate papers, 68. per 100. 

8. BrDker*s inventorf, 6e. per 100. 

103. Affidavit of signature, 6s. per 100. 

9a. Order for hearing, 6s. per 100. ' 

46a. Ditto, for adjourned hearing, 6s. per TOO. 

119. List for the messengers, 68. per 100. • 
Ditto, many creditors, 128. per 100. 

FOR DIVIDEND. 

117. Affidavit of debt, 68. per 100. 

118. Dividend receipt list, parchment, Is. each. 

120. Insolvent's release, with affidavit, 128. per 100 ; ?d. each. 
109. Bills of co«t8, 12s. per 100. 

109. Ditto, witii <!08ts of snretf, 128. per 100. 

110. Special petition to file petition, 128. per 100. 

111. Special petition to file schedule* 12s. per 100. 

112. Power of attorney to vote in the choice of assignees, 12& per 100. 

113. Creditor's nomination of assignees, 12s. per 100. 

114. ABsignees' account and affidavit (recently settled by the auditors of the court), 

128. per 100. 

24. Subpoena, copies, 2s. per 100. 

25. Ditto, duces teeunit copies, Ss. per 100. 

1 15. Undertaking not to bring action, 6s. per 100. 

4. Creditor's petition and affidavit, parchment, 6d. each ; paper, 12s. per 100. 

FOI^MS IN SURETY. 
1 3. Notice of. fUTotiM in peEson, lOp. per 100. • 
12. Affidavit of ditto, Ids. per 100. 
51. Notice of sureties, not in person, lOs. per 100. 

121. Affidavit, with recognizance annexed, 68. per 100. 

123. Judgment lists, Os. per 100. 

124. Authority for sale. 

Protection Cases. 

List of Forms used by the OFFICERS of COUNTT COURTS in PROTBCTIOlf CASES, 
under 5 <fr 6 Viet. «. 116, 7 ^ 8 Vict. c. 96, emd 10 <£■ II Viet. c. 102. 

fPuhlished hy John C&ockfqbd.) 

171. Interim order, 6s. per 100. 

172. Appointment of official assigiMe, 68. per 100. . 

173. Warrant to bring up prisoner, 8s. per 100. 

174. Return to notice for appraifiement, lOs. per 100. 

175. Order discharging prisoner (section 6), On. per 100. 

176. Affidavit of service of ootiee on creditors, long form, fis; per 100. ■ 

177. Certificate of appointment of assignees, confirmed by jii4ge» 6s. per IOQl 

178. Hnal order, Os. per 100. 

179. Final order, adjourned, sine die, 68. per 100. 

180. Order for protection from process (section 28), 6s. per 100. 

181. Order discharging petitioner (section 29), 6*. per 100. 

182. Warrant of seizure, lOs. per 100. 

183. Gazette advertisement for final order, 4 on a sheet, fis. per 100. 

184. Witnesses summons, 6s. per 100. 

185. First examination, 6s.-perMX). 

186. Adjourned ditto. 6s. per 100. 

187. Order of remand, 68. per 100. 

188. Examination on final order, 6s. per 100. 

189. Order dismissing jpetition, 6&. per 100. 

190. Order for sale, 68. per 100. 

191. Official aaeignees' first application for 4ebt, 4s. per 100. 

192. Second ditto, 4b. per 100. 

193. Advertisements for farther hearing (section 28), Gs. per 100. , 
194 Order of discharge (section 23), 68. per 100. 

195. Rule on detaining creditor to show canse against interim order, ^. per f 00.' 
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196. Monthly return to Lord Chanoellor, 138. per 100, 

197. Kotice of audit, and proof of debt, 6a. per 100. 

198. Declaration of dividend and receipt, 39. per 100. 

199. Authority to reccire dividend, Ss. per 100. 

200. Account of olBBLcial assignee, lOs. per 100. 

List of Forms required by PRACTITIONBRa in Insolvency PROTECTION CASES in 
the COUNTY COURTS, under 5 AS Vict. c. 116, 7 <fc 8 Vict. c. 96, and 10 <t- 11 Vict, 
c. 102. 

150. Petitions, parchment^ 4d. each ; paper, 8s. per 100. 

151. Schedules, parchment. Is. 4d. each; paper, 4d. each. 

Extra sheets of creditors, parchment, 8d. each ; paper, 2d. each. 
Extra sheets of debtors, parchment, 8d. each; paper. 2d. each. 
Extra special balance sheets, parchment, 8d. eacn ; paper, 8d. each. 

152. General balance sheets, 8s. per 100. 

153. Estate papers, with notice to brokers, 6s. per 100. 

154. AflBdaTit verifying petition, &c., 6s. per 100. 

155. Notice of intention of prisoner having petitioned to apply for interim order and 

discharge from custody, 68. per 100- 

156. Notice to creditors and for Gazette of first examination, 4s. per 100, withoat -fly- 

leaf ; or 58. per 100 with fly-leaf. 

157. Notice of petitioner's Intention to make application for orders of protection and 

discharge (sections 28 and 29), 68. per lOa 

158. Choice of assignees, 8s. per 100. 

159. Bills of costs, 128. per 100. 

160. Short list for messengers, 6b. per 100. 
Long ditto, ditto, 12s. per 100. 

RULES AND ORDERS IN PRISONERS' AND PRCyTECTION CASES, 

With several orders not before printed; also regulations of the Otfice, and of the 

Brokers and the Messengers; and the List of Fees, in 8vo., price Is. 6d. 

5. 

Etgistriitintt unit iEMm /nraiB. 

Books and Fomis for Committees and Agents of Candidates. 

1 . Canvass Books, strongly bound (counties and boroughs.) 

2. Committee Register 'Books (counties and boroughs), large size foroentral com"' 

mittees, smaller ibr district committees. 

3. Return of Day's CanTassby district committee (counties and boroughs); In quires. 

4. Inspector's Poll Books (counties and .boroughs.) 

5. District Committee's Polls Return Books (counties and boroughs.) 

6. Central Committee's Polls Return Books (counties and boronghs.) 

7. Check Clerks' Books (counties and. borough&> 

8. Liet of OutoVoters (counties and borou^rhe) ; in quires. 

9. Committee Memorandum Books, with patent locks, if so ordered. 

10. Committee Account Books, with i>atent locks, if so ordered. 

11. Notice to returning officer of appointment of agient, to prevent personation ; iii 

quires. 

12. Demand of Bribery Oath; in qtities. 

For Returning Officers. 

13. Poll Books (countiesand boroughs.) 

14. Poll Clerks' Oath for counties; in quires. 

15. Poll Clerks' Oath, for cities and boroughs ; in quires. 

16. Instructions to Poll Clerks ; in quires. 

17. Questiens and Oath of Identity (with memorandum for Poll Clerk and Betumiog 

Officer) ; in quires. . . 

18. Bribery Oath (with Uke memorandum) ; in quires. 
t9. Returning Officer's Oath, on parchment 

20. Return of members in a city or borough, on parchment 

21. Return of members in a county, on parchment 
N.B. — ^The above books and forms are copyright 

The name of the county, city, or borough will be printed in the forms without 
additional charge, if not less than a week's notice be given. 

Orders should state as nearly as possible the numoer of electors in the place for 
which the above books and forms are required, that the size of the books may be 
proportioned accordingly ; and thev should be sent at the earliest period to prevent 
disappointment in the supply, which will be unavoidable if great quantities be 
required at tik«;lsteat,«ioii«piit . . . 



%4 FORMS PT7BLISHED AT THE LAW TIMES OFFICE. 

Instmetlons to a^nts, committees, and retarnfng ofBeen, for the management of 
an election in a oountf, city, or borough, with preeedents of the bodu, forms, oaths, 
returns, Ae., and the last Bribery and Treating Act, being the Addenda to Coz*s 
Practice of R^fistration and Elections. Prioe 2s. 6d. sei^ n. 

6. 

€mmm tm jFma. 

Phustical Forms for Officers, as settled by Counsel. 

L COMMON LAW FORMS. 

1. Copy writ of sommons, 4d. per doaen ; parchment, 9d. per dozen. 

2. Copy SabpGBna ad te$tt 4d. per dozen ; parchment, 9d. per dozen. 

3a. Copy Subpoena before sheruf, 4d. per dozen ; parchment, 9d. per dozen. 
& Copy subpoena cUiees tecum **btfore the d»erif," 9d. per dozen; parchment, la. Sd. 
per dozen. 

4. Notice to quit where tenancy uncertain, 9d. x>or dozen. 
ia. Notice to quit where tenancy certain, 9d. per dozen. 

5. Letter for payment of debt, with interest, is. per dozen ; without interaat, la. 

per dozen. 
8. Affidavit of service of writ, 9d. per doaen. 

7. Wai rant of distress, 9d. per dozen. 

8. Notice and inventory of dirtress, 9d. per dozen. 

9. Notice of declaration, without particulars, 4d. to 9d. per dozen. 

10. Copy subpoena ducet tteum for the assizes, 9d. per dozen; parchment, la. 6d. 

per dozen. 
IL Declaration in debt nnder 20L, la per dozen. 
12. Declaration in debt account stated, la Od. per quire. 
IS. Declaration on promises for gocda sold. Is. 6d. per quire. 

14. Notice of declaration, foolscap half-sheets, with particulars, la per doien ; 4to, 

with fly-leaf, la per dozen ; without particulars, 9d. per doaen. 

15. Notice Uf inspect and admit, foolscap, 9d. per dozen. 

16. Notice of execution of writs of inquiry, od. per dozen. 

17. Notice to produce documents, 9d. per dozen. 

lA. Notice to inspect and admit, 4to, for the country, 9d. per donBb 

19. Notice of particulars of demand, 9d. per dozen. 

30. Declaration in ejectment, single demise, la per dozen. 

31. Ditto, double demise, la per doaen. 

23. Affidavit of service and attendance on summons, 9d. per do»n. 

23. Affidavit of service and attendance on summonses, 9d. per dozen. 

34. Bill of costs, on judgment by defiiult, la 6d. per dozen. 

35. Cognovit for payment of debt, 2s. per dozen. 
34. Ditto, by instalments, 2a per doaen. 

27. Warrant of attorney to confess judgment, 8a per dozen. 

2S. Declaration in lieu of oaths, with fly-leaf; 8a per dozen, or Si. 6d. per qnire : 
ditto, without lfy4ea£, Is. 6d. per dozen, or 2Sk (id, per quire. 

Precipes, 8d. per dozen. » 

39. Declaration in assumpsit nnder WL, la. per donn. 
SO. Consent to judge's order, Is. 6d. per dozen. 

Appearance pieces, on parchment^ la 6d. per doaen. 

n. MISCELLANEOUS. 

31. General retainer, la per dozen. 
S3. Warrant to sue, 6d. per doaen. 

N.B.— These may be had half-bound in rolumee, each containing 1|0 forms, at 
15s. for the vwnme of general retainers, and 7a 6d. for the volume <rf w ai f iute 
to sue. 

70. Notice of intention to distrain for arrears of tithe rent-charoe, 2s. per quire. 
TSa Notice by agent of faitontlon to distrain for ditto, 2& per quire. 

71. Warrant of distress for same, 2a per quire. 

SO. Agreements for sale and purchase of shares in Joint-stock fifrmimnisti 2a. per qniie. 
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